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General goofiness  |  4.0 / 5 

On the disc’s main menu, press the 'Left' arrow key on the remote to highlight the center car. Now press 'Enter' and you'll get to see a list of quotes from the movie. 

Another can be found in the main menu. Press the 'Left' arrow key on the remote control to highlight the Banzai car and then press it once again and the yellow button in the upper left corner will be highlighted. Press 'Enter' now to get a look at alternative menu designs for the DVD. 

Another can be found in the 'Special Features' section. Select the 'Deleted Scenes' and then highlight the 'Special Features' menu entry at the bottom of the screen. Press the 'Left' arrow key now to highlight the melon and then press 'Enter' to get access to a made-up newspaper article about Perfect Tommy's experiment with dropping watermelons from the sky to relieve world famine. 

Inside that hidden feature there is another one. On the newspaper clipping, select the 'More' button to get to the second page and there press the 'Up' arrow key to highlight the Buckaroo Banzai logo. It will give you access to a brief interview with the director about the whole watermelon question, and a bit about a recipe for 'Chicken in a Watermelon'.

Movie Review
October 5, 1984 

FILM: SCI-FI FARCE, 'BUCKAROO BONZAI' 

By Vincent Canby 
WATCHING ''The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai'' from beginning to end is like coming into the middle chapters of some hilariously overplotted, spaced-out 1930's adventure serial, neither the beginning nor the end of which ever comes into sight. At its best, which it frequently is, it's a lunatic ball, an extremely genial, witty example of what is becoming a movie genre all its own. That is, the science-fiction farce, which includes the current ''Repo Man'' and the virtually seminal ''Liquid Sky.'' 

''Buckaroo Banzai,'' which opens today at the Murray Hill and other theaters, was written by Earl Mac Rauch (''New York, New York'') and marks the directorial debut of W. D. Richter, whose previous credits have been as a writer (''Slither,'' the remake of ''Invasion of the Body Snatchers'' and ''Brubaker,'' among others). Mr. Rauch and Mr. Richter make a most winning writer-director team. 

Absolutely nothing in ''Buckaroo Banzai'' is quite clear, nor is it supposed to be, though most of it is very funny, beginning with the opening sequence. 

In this, Buckaroo Banzai (Peter Weller), the son of an American mother and a Japanese father, an adviser to United States Presidents, and a leader of a rock group called the Hong Kong Cavaliers, is late arriving at a desert site, where he is to test a new, supersonic automobile, because he is busy performing a brain operation of a delicacy beyond the capacity of all other surgeons. 

Buckaroo is obviously someone very unusual, even for sci-fi farce. As played in gravely comic style by Mr. Weller, he never gives any indication that he knows he's a combination of Buck Rogers, the Shadow, Bruce Lee, Christopher Reeve's Superman, Dr. Kildare and any two members of the Monty Python troupe. 

In the course of these adventures, Buckaroo comes upon a complex plot to destroy the world when, driving his supersonic car, he passes briefly into ''the eighth dimension.'' This space, within our space, is inhabited by extraterrestrials, ''electroids from Planet 10,'' beings who landed in New Jersey in 1938 during Orson Welles's legendary ''War of the Worlds'' broadcast, here revealed for the first time not to have been a hoax. Poor Mr. Welles, according to Mr. Rauch and Mr. Richter, was hypnotized into making that false declaration. 

Also involved in the spiraling complications are a small but important gadget called the ''overthruster,'' and such characters as a suicidal young woman named Penny Priddy (Ellen Barkin); Dr. Emilio Lizardo (John Lithgow), a mad Italian scientist who, when first seen, is confined to a hospital for the criminally insane, and one good extraterrestrial (Carl Lumbly, disguised as a Rastafarian. 

Other characters seen from time to time include Buckaroo's extremely square doctor-pal (Jeff Goldblum), henchmen good and bad, large and small, plus the American President, who is usually seen hanging upside down in some therpeutic device in his room at Walter Reade Hospital, often being urged by his aides to sign a declaration of war - the short form - against the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Lithgow is a madman to make Doctor Mabuse look like a disadvantaged pussycat. He's the perfect adversary for Buckaroo, a fellow given to such exclamations as ''The deuce you say!'' and to uttering aphorisms on the order of ''Don't be mean, because no matter where you go, there you are.'' I also am haunted by the line, ''Why is that watermelon there?'' though I've now forgotten the context. 

Equal to the importance of the screenplay, the direction and the performances are the production design by J. Michael Riva and the various special effects provided by Michael Fink, Peter Kuran and others, working separately and together. 

''Buckaroo Banzai'' may well turn out to be a pilot film for other theatrical features, though this one would be hard to top for pure, nutty fun. 

''Buckaroo Banzai,'' which has been rated PG (''Parental Guidance Suggested''), includes some vulgar language and some not very alarming violence. 
Box Office Information
Opening Weekend
$620,279 (USA) (12 August 1984) (236 Screens)

Gross
$6,172,000 (USA)

Copyright Holder
Sherwood Productions, Inc.
Movie Trivia 
· Overall concept and several names appear to be taken from the Doc Savage pulp magazines of the 30's and 40's: both main characters are multi-talented surgeons, adventurers, and musicians; and both have an inner circle of sidekicks with nicknames (Renny, Ham, Monk, Long Tom, and Johnny, compared to Reno, New Jersey, Perfect Tommy, and Rawhide).

· Jamie Lee Curtis played Buckaroo's mother in a flashback, but this scene was cut. The scene is available on the recent DVD release as an optional prequel to the theatrical version, and as a special feature. Curtis is visible in a photo on the dash of the jet car in the widescreen version.

· Many names and terms were taken from Thomas Pynchon's book "The Crying of Lot 49".

· The latitude and longitude recited by the technicians during the "alignment" of the Oscillation Overthruster are the coordinates of Cape Canaveral, Florida.

· The "oscillation overthruster" device reappeared as a "spectral analyzer" in the "Star Trek: The Next Generation" (1987) episode "Pen Pals."

· When it came time to film the end titles sequence, where Buckaroo and pals are walking around a dry LA aqueduct in step to the music, the music wasn't ready. Composer Michael Boddicker told the film crew to use "Uptown Girl" by Billy Joel as a placeholder because it was the exact same tempo. Those scenes were filmed with "Uptown Girl" blaring from a boom box tied to the back of the camera truck.

· The US DVD release includes a caption portion entitled "Pinky Caruthers' Unknown Facts", which actually adds to the storyline and character development of the film.

· The "jet car" shown in the film (reportedly a 1982 Ford F-350 pick-up truck) included an actual Cold War-era General Electric turbo jet engine that was borrowed from Northrop University in Inglewood, California.

· The end of the movie invites the viewer to watch for the upcoming film "Buckaroo Banzai vs. The World Crime League". This was the real title for a sequel that Sherwood Studios planned to make if this film had been successful. Unfortunately, it was a box-office bomb, and Sherwood Studios went bankrupt. After its release on video and cable, however, BB became a cult favorite, much in the same way as Mad Max (1979) (which crawled from obscurity to spawn two sequels). Legal wranglings due to the bankruptcy prevented any other studios from picking up the sequel rights, and even years later MGM had to fight through a pile of red tape simply to get the OK to release it on DVD.

· In the original script, Buckaroo was supposed to have an arch enemy named Hanoi Xan, who was never seen but referenced to by Buckaroo and the other characters. All scenes containing dialogue regarding Xan were deleted from the film's theatrical release but are now available on DVD. Xan was supposed to be the mysterious head of a crime syndicate called the World Crime League and also the man who murdered Buckaroo's parents and wife Peggy.

· During the jetcar test, the computer screen that has the graphics shows three different words: SINED, SEELED, and DELIVERED.
Movie Goofs

· Revealing mistakes: When the two hunters are poking at the thermopod up in the tree, a shower of sparks falls when they hit the pod. You can see the power-cable they used to produce these sparks fall away as the pod slides out of the tree.

· Continuity: During the closing credit sequence with Buackaroo Banzai and the gang walking in the aqueduct, Perfect Tommy is first seen wearing a white jacket and black pants. As they take their final turn in front of the "Buckaroo Banzai" graffiti on the wall, Perfect Tommy is wearing a completely different outfit - gray jacket and red pants.

· Revealing mistakes: When Dr Lizardo is pulled out of the wall after his failed attempt to access the 8th Dimension, the hole in the wall in which he is placed is visible.

· Crew or equipment visible: In the Yoo Yodine office, Penny is strapped to a chair while Lord John Warfin is speaking on the phone with Bucakroo. Meanwhile, members of the crew carrying equipment can be seen through the office window.

· Continuity: In the scene where Secretary of Defense McKinley tries to bribe Blue Blazer Irregular Scooter Lindley with a 20 dollar bill, he is distracted by Perfect Tommy and Scooter snatches it out of his hand. In the wide shot following that close up you can still see the 20 dollar bill in McKinley's right hand.
Movie Filming Locations

609 E. Channel Rd., Rustic Canyon, Pacific Palisades, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Banzai Institute Front Gate)

757 Kingsman Ave., Rustic Canyon, Pacific Palisades, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Buckaroo's House)

ARMCO Steel Plant - 524 Border Ave., Torrance, California, USA

    (Lectoid Launch hanger at Toyodyne Propulsion)

Alpha Tubing - 2730 E. 37th St., Vernon, California, USA

    (Prof. Hikita's lab 1938)

Bethlehem Steel Corporation - 3300 E. Slauson Ave., Vernon, California, USA

    (Banzai Institute Laboratory)

Bill Brothers Bldg - 440 Seaton St., Downtown, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Nightclub)

Biltmore Hotel - 506 S. Grand Ave., Downtown, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Hotel)

DWP Harbor Plant - 161 N. Island Ave., Wilmington, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Toyodyne Shock Tower)

El Mirage Dry Lake, San Bernardino County, California, USA

    (Texas Vista test site - start)

Firestone Rubber Plant - 2323 E. Firestone Blvd., Southgate, California, USA

    (Yoyodyne/The Pitt)

Lakeview Medical Center - 116 Eldridge Ave., Lakeview Terrace, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Hospital)

Rabbit Dry Lake, Lucerne Valley, California, USA

    (Texas Vista test site - end)

Rocky Oaks Park - Kanan & Mulholland Dr., Woodland Hills, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (crash site)

Sepulveda VA Hospital - 16111 Plummer, Sepulveda, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (President's hospital room)

UCLA Bio-Medical - 900 Veterans Ave., Westwood, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Banzai Institute Interiors)

VA Hospital - 11301 Wilshire Blvd., Brentwood, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Home for the Criminally Insane)

Venice Jail - 685 Venice Blvd., Venice, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (New Brunswick Police Station)
Alternate Versions
  The Special Edition DVD contains 14 deleted scenes and an extended introduction, several of which make reference to Hanoi Xan, the leader of the World Crime League, who murdered Buckaroo's parents and his wife, Peggy. As mentioned in the "Crazy Credits" section, the World Crime League was mentioned at the end of the film as the focus of a planned sequel, but as of 2004 that film has yet to be made.

  One TV version features some voice-over narration at the beginning to set up the story, and shortens the end credits by several minutes. (This also leaves out the reference to any upcoming sequel in the end credits)
Movie Connections
Referenced in
Back to the Future (1985)
Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome (1985)
Big Trouble in Little China (1986)
They Live (1988)
Total Recall (1990)
Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country (1991)
The Brady Bunch Movie (1995)
Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery (1997)
Free Enterprise (1998)
Interstate '82 (1999) (VG)
Fight Club (1999)
Flesh + Steel: The Making of 'RoboCop' (2001) (V)
The Matrix Reloaded (2003)
The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou (2004)

References
"Watch Mr. Wizard" (1951)
The Night That Panicked America (1975) (TV)
History of the World: Part I (1981)
"Mr. Wizard's World" (1983)
The Right Stuff (1983)
The Philadelphia Experiment (1984)

Full Cast and Crew

Directed by

W.D. Richter
 


Writing credits (in alphabetical order)

Earl Mac Rauch
 


Cast (in credits order) verified as complete

Peter Weller
.... 
Buckaroo Banzai

John Lithgow
.... 
Lord John Whorfin/Dr. Emilio Lizardo

Ellen Barkin
.... 
Penny Priddy

Jeff Goldblum
.... 
New Jersey

Christopher Lloyd
.... 
John Bigboote

Lewis Smith
.... 
Perfect Tommy

Rosalind Cash
.... 
John Emdall

Robert Ito
.... 
Professor Hikita

Pepe Serna
.... 
Reno Nevada

Ronald Lacey
.... 
President Widmark

Matt Clark
.... 
Secretary of Defense McKinley

Clancy Brown
.... 
Rawhide

William Traylor
.... 
General Catburd

Carl Lumbly
.... 
John Parker

Vincent Schiavelli
.... 
John O'Connor

Dan Hedaya
.... 
John Gomez

Mariclare Costello
.... 
Senator Cunningham

Bill Henderson
.... 
Casper Lindley

Damon Hines
.... 
Scooter Lindley

Billy Vera
.... 
Pinky Carruthers

Laura Harrington
.... 
Mrs. Eunice Johnson

Michael Santoro
.... 
Billy Travers

Jonathan Banks
.... 
Jack the Orderly/Lizardo Hospital Guard

Robert Gray
.... 
Radar Blazer

Gary Bisig
.... 
Radar Blazer

Kent Perkins
.... 
Mission Control

John Ashton
.... 
Highway Patrolman (as John David Ashton)

Kenneth Magee
.... 
Duck Hunter Burt

James Keane
.... 
Duck Hunter Bubba

Yakov Smirnoff
.... 
National Security Advisor

Leonard Gaines
.... 
Artie Duncan, Owner of Artie's Artery (Bar)

Francine Lembi
.... 
TV Anchorwoman

John Walter Davis
.... 
Star Surgeon

Read Morgan
.... 
Exhibitor

James Rosin
.... 
John Ya Ya

Raye Birk
.... 
Reporter

Jane Marla Robbins
.... 
Reporter

Kevin Rodney Sullivan
.... 
John Gant (as Kevin Sullivan)

Jessie Lawrence Ferguson
.... 
Black Lectroid Commander

Radford Polinsky
.... 
Marine Lt.

Sam Minsky
.... 
Kolodny Brother

Robert Hummer
.... 
Kolodny Brother

Gerald Peterson
.... 
Rug Sucker/Pug Soldier

rest of cast listed alphabetically:

Jamie Lee Curtis
.... 
Sandra Banzai - Buckaroo's Mother (scenes deleted)

James Saito
.... 
Masado Banzai, Buckaroo's Father (scenes deleted)

Michele Hess
.... 
(uncredited)

Greg Mires
.... 
Young Buckaroo (uncredited)

Matthew Mires
.... 
Young Buckaroo (uncredited)

Produced by

Sidney Beckerman
.... 
executive producer

Neil Canton
.... 
producer

Dennis E. Jones
.... 
associate producer (as Dennis Jones)

W.D. Richter
.... 
producer

Original Music by

Michael Boddicker
 


Cinematography by

Fred J. Koenekamp
 


Film Editing by

George Bowers
 


Richard Marks
 


Casting by

Terry Liebling
 


Production Design by
J. Michael Riva
 


Art Direction by

Rick Carter
 
(as Richard Carter)

Stephen Dane
 


Set Decoration by

Linda DeScenna
 


Costume Design by

Aggie Guerard Rodgers
 


Makeup Department

Bari Dreiband-Burman
.... 
makeup supervisor

Stephen Robinette
.... 
hair stylist

Steve LaPorte
.... 
special makeup effects artist (uncredited)

Production Management

Dennis E. Jones
.... 
production manager

Dennis E. Jones
.... 
unit production manager (as Dennis Jones)

Michael G. Nathanson
.... 
executive in charge of production

Second Unit Director or Assistant Director

Gary Daigler
.... 
first assistant director

Bryan Denegal
.... 
DGA trainee

Katterli Frauenfelder
.... 
second assistant director (as Katterli A. Frauenfelder)

Art Department

Tom Cranham
.... 
production illustrator

Sherman Labby
.... 
production illustrator

Erik L. Nelson
.... 
property master (as Erik Nelson)

David P. Newell
.... 
assistant property master (as David Newell)

Virginia L. Randolph
.... 
set designer (as Virginia Randolph)

Tom Southwell
.... 
production illustrator

George Stokes
.... 
construction coordinator

Richard L. Thompson
.... 
electronics effects and props

Glenn Forbes
.... 
set dresser (uncredited)

Sound Department

David E. Campbell
.... 
sound re-recording mixer

Doreen A. Dixon
.... 
adr editor

Gordon Ecker
.... 
supervising sound editor (as Gordon Ecker Jr.)

Michael Evje
.... 
production sound mixer

Alan Howarth
.... 
special synthesized sound effects

Bones Howe
.... 
sound designer

Kenneth Karman
.... 
music editor

Alexandra Leviloff
.... 
assistant music editor

James M. McCann
.... 
boom operator

Anthony Milch
.... 
supervising sound editor

John T. Reitz
.... 
sound re-recording mixer

John Roesch
.... 
foley artist

Joan Rowe
.... 
foley artist

Gregg Rudloff
.... 
sound re-recording mixer (as Gregg C. Rudloff)

Arne Schulze
.... 
special synthesized sound effects

John Vigran
.... 
electronic music recording supervisor

Marvin Walowitz
.... 
sound editor

Special Effects by

David Blitstein
.... 
special effects

Henry Millar
.... 
special effects

Visual Effects by

Scott Beattie
.... 
motion control assistant: DQI

Beverly Bernacki
.... 
optical effects: VCE

Michael Bigelow
.... 
motion control animator: DQI

Glenn Campbell
.... 
matte cameraman: DQI

Leslie Ekker
.... 
model maker

Colette Emanuel
.... 
optical effects: VCE

Michael L. Fink
.... 
visual effects supervisor (as Michael Fink)

Linda Fleisher
.... 
visual effects coordinator

Mark Freund
.... 
optical cameraman: DQI

Mark Freund
.... 
optical effects

Rocco Gioffre
.... 
matte artist: DQI

Ron Gress
.... 
modelmaker: Greenlite

Steve Grumette
.... 
computer effects supervisor

Steve Grumette
.... 
computer video consultant

Eric Guaglione
.... 
motion control assistant: DQI

James Hagedorn
.... 
optical effects: VCE

David R. Hardberger
.... 
motion control technician: DQI (as David Hardberger)

Judith Herman
.... 
computer graphics consultant

Thomas Hollister
.... 
motion control technician: DQI

Michael Hosch
.... 
modelmaker: Greenlite

Fred Iguchi
.... 
motion control technician: DQI

Christopher Keith
.... 
composite photography: Greenlite

William Reilly
.... 
motion control technician: DQI

Dennis Schultz
.... 
modelmaker: Greenlite (as David M. Schultz)

David Schwartz
.... 
modelmaker: Greenlite

John Scheele
.... 
visual effects supervisor: electron microscopy, Greenlite (uncredited)

Other crew

James Belohovek
.... 
animator: VCE

Cheryl Bloch
.... 
assistant editor

Layne Bourgoyne
.... 
animator: VCE

John Bracken
.... 
assistant editor

Selma Brown
.... 
production accountant

Steve Burg
.... 
animator: VCE

Chris Casady
.... 
animator: additional effects

Billy Clevenger
.... 
second assistant camera (as William G. Clevenger)

Chris Collins
.... 
physical consultant

Larry Fallick
.... 
apprentice editor

Dena Fischer
.... 
production assistant

Wayne Fitzgerald
.... 
title designer

Dave Friedman
.... 
still photographer

David Gross
.... 
production intern

William L. Hayward
.... 
effects photography: Greenlite

Rick Heinrichs
.... 
stop motion animator: Greenlite

Gary Hellerstein
.... 
transportation coordinator (as Gary M. Hellerstein)

Steve Hellerstein
.... 
transportation captain

Linda Henrikson
.... 
costumer

Mark Homer
.... 
production intern

Bones Howe
.... 
music supervisor

Jane Schwartz Jaffe
.... 
first assistant editor

Gregory Jein
.... 
minatures: Greenlite

Peter Kuran
.... 
effects supervisor: VCE

Robin Dean Leyden
.... 
electronics designer

Dan Lupovitz
.... 
assistant: Mr. Canton and Mr. Richter

Eddie Marks
.... 
costume supervisor

Bruce McBroom
.... 
still photographer

Edward Morey III
.... 
camera operator

Rick Taylor
.... 
animator: VCE (as Rick L. Taylor)

Roberto Terminelli
.... 
dialect coach

John T. Van Vliet
.... 
effects animator and designer: Greenlite
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