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	SUPPLEMENTS

	· Audio commentary by director 'Tim Robbins'

· Audio commentary by director 'Tim Robbins' and actor Gore Vidal
· Audio commentary by political editors Alex Cockburn and Jeffrey St. Clair

· Deleted scenes


Movie Review
September 4, 1992 

Review/Film: Bob Roberts; A Singing Candidate, A Happy Trail of Hait 

By VINCENT CANBY 
"BOB ROBERTS," written and directed by Tim Robbins, who also plays the title role, is a very funny, sometimes prescient satire of American politics, and of the comparatively small, voting portion of the electorate that makes a Bob Roberts phenomenon possible. Recent events haven't completely overtaken the movie, but they do indicate just how wild a satire must be these days to remain on the cutting edge of the outrageous. 

In the person of Mr. Robbins, whose performance is a career-defining achievement, Bob Roberts is a smoothly ingratiating, guitar-playing businessman, a self-made millionaire who wants to be the next United States Senator from Pennsylvania. He's good-looking, but in the way of a familiar television personality, not of a major movie star. His charisma doesn't intimidate. 

He's young, healthy and sincere. More important, he appropriates gestures and language associated with 1960's protest movements and uses them in the cause of his own brand of 1990's right-wing rabble-rousing. He calls himself a "rebel conservative." He's the kind of guy who answers a young fan's letter by cautioning her not to do crack, adding, "It's a ghetto drug." 

When Bob strums his guitar and sings such upbeat numbers as "My Land," "Times Are Changin' Back" and "Wall Street Rap," he is selling family values and patriotism and assuring his supporters that, in effect, it's their duty to "take, make and win by any means," even if they can't. Among other things, Bob understands the appeal of an ultra-conservative political and economic policy even to those who have nothing: anticipating the day when they do have it all, they want to make sure they will be able to keep it. 

"Bob Roberts" takes the form of a documentary being made about the candidate's campaign from its opening days until its eventful close, through the election itself and its aftermath. Driving through the state in his caravan called the Pride, he speaks and sings at fund-raisers and rallies and attends a beauty contest where the young woman with a ribbon identifying her as Miss Three Mile Island becomes one of the film's sight gags. He's fawned on by some of the news media, insulted by others, called a savior by his supporters and a crypto-fascist by the disenchanted. 

Interviewed from time to time in the course of Bob's campaign, and seen on one occasion attempting to debate the issues with him, is the liberal incumbent whose seat Bob covets. Senator Brickley Paiste is a patrician fellow whose breeding, wit and political intelligence are tested by Bob's money, razzle-dazzle public shows, dirty tricks and supermarket charm. 

As played by Gore Vidal, the novelist, essayist, political commentator and sometime aspirant to political office, Brickley Paiste is the film's conscience and most articulate voice. Mr. Vidal performs on-screen much as he does in print. His manner is one of detached amusement combined with feigned shock that the world has somehow come to this ghastly pass. Without him "Bob Roberts" would be no more than an exceptionally clever, feature-length revue sketch. 

The film's mock-documentary form, which echoes two classic comedies, Woody Allen's "Take the Money and Run" and Rob Reiner's "This Is Spinal Tap," can't easily accommodate the sort of melodrama and conspiracies with which Mr. Robbins begins to load the movie toward the end. It's not only because the melodrama and the conspiracies are a little far-fetched. It's also because no documentary film maker who was privy to such explosive information could have kept it under wraps for very long. If he had, he certainly wouldn't have finished his movie quite as gently as Terry Manchester (Brian Murray), the director of the film-within, finishes this one. 

It can be argued that the documentary form is not to be taken too seriously, that it's only a narrative device, but Mr. Robbins can't decently enjoy all the advantages of the form without acknowledging the limitations. 

A documentary is the record of the way people and events look and sound. It is a collection of surfaces that can reveal interior truths. Almost everything one needs to know about this candidate can be found in the mundane details Terry Manchester records for his film. Bob is so charming and plausible that his supporters probably couldn't care less that he did not work his way through college, as he says, but, as his mother says, forged her name to a check to pay his tuition. 

"Bob Roberts" works best when it is most documentary-like. Jean Lepine's use of the hand-held camera is wizardly, creating a sense of mounting hysteria as it captures the candidate and his handlers at public functions and in those small private moments that no film maker can ever anticipate. 

The movie is terrific when it attends to reportorial detail, to the behavior of people, to the found incident, to campaign decisions relating to print and television commercials, and especially to Bob's repertory of campaign songs. These are alternately foot-stomping battle cries for fat-cats or cautionary, lunatic-fringe dirges, all written, in fact, by Mr. Robbins and his older brother David. 

Mr. Robbins has learned a lot from Robert Altman, who directed him in "The Player" and whose "Nashville" and "Tanner '88" would seem to have influenced both the spirit and the style of "Bob Roberts." The new film's soundtrack is layered with as much information as the images. 

With one exception, the movie is beautifully cast, from the featured roles (Giancarlo Esposito, Ray Wise) to the bits in which Susan Sarandon, James Spader, Pamela Reed, Fred Ward and John Cusack, among others, appear as some of the television anchors and hosts who deal with the Bob Roberts phenomenon. 

The exception is Alan Rickman as Lukas Hart 3d, the chief architect of Bob's campaign. Mr. Rickman is not a subtle actor. The minute he comes on the screen, he is so arrogant, shifty and Mephistophelean that it seems likely someone would have checked out his connections before it actually happens. 

With "Bob Roberts," Mr. Robbins emerges as a formidable triple-threat man. There's a big imagination at work here. The movie sometimes overstates its case, but the music-making, success-oriented Bob represents an authentic American political tradition. Our politics has always been entertainment. Think of the crowds that came out for the Lincoln-Douglas debates. It's just that the entertainment has declined a bit in quality and, with television, become pervasive in ways to numb the thought processes. 

Movie Trivia 
· Writer/Director/Actor Tim Robbins wrote a song called "Revape Amerika" for Tapeheads (1988). It was performed by Robbins, credited as "Bob Roberts". Robbins reworked the song into "Retake America", used in this film.

· A soundtrack album was due for release on Warner Bros. Records, but it was not released because Robbins didn't want the songs played outside of the movie's context.

· The scene in which Bob Roberts meets the wife and children of the local Major is a pastiche on Bob Dylan's _Don't Look Back (1967)_ where Bob meets the wife and children of the local sheriff.

· The "Cutting Edge Live" TV show segment is shot at WQED's studio in Pittsburgh, home of _"MisteRogers' Neighborhood" (1967)_ . King Friday's castle can be seen in the background as the production assistant storms across the soundstage to cut the power.

· All the songs were written by Tim Robbins and David Robbins, his brother. Tim Robbins not only sings in the film, but he also plays the harmonica. Jack Black sings background vocals on the soundtrack.

· When Tim Robbins approached his actor friends about doing the movie, he said most of them asked to play newscasters.

· Tim Robbins touted this project around the various studios for six years. Ironically, for a film about the American political process, it was the English production company Working Title who came up with the necessary funds.

· The idea for the film originated from a sketch on Saturday Night Live.

Movie Filming Locations

Eisenhower Auditorium, Pennsylvania State University, State College, Pennsylvania, USA

Mount Lebanon High School - 155 Cochran Road, Mount Lebanon, Pennsylvania, USA

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA

State Theater - 27 E. Main Street, Uniontown, Pennsylvania, USA

Movie Connections
Referenced in
Wag the Dog (1997)
The 70th Annual Academy Awards (1998) (TV)
Bulworth (1998)
Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me (1999)
The Contender: The Making of a Political Thriller (2001) (V)

References
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939)
Dont Look Back (1967)
"Saturday Night Live" (1975)
This Is Spinal Tap (1984)

Movie Soundtrack

  "What Did The Teacher Tell You"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Vocals by Novi Novog
Viola by Novi Novog
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "Complain"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "My Land"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Cello by John Hagen
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "Times Are Changing' Back"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Choral Consultant Gil Robbins
Performed by The Chatham College Choir and The Shady Side Men's Choir
Solocist Angela Hall
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "Wall Street Rap"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Additional Vocal by Angela Hall
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "Retake America"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Choral Consultant Gil Robbins
Performed by The Chatham College Choir and The Shady Side Men's Choir
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "Prevailing Tides"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Vocals by Gabrielle Robbins
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "I Want To Live"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Pedal Steel Guitar by Doug Livingston
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "Drugs Stink"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Additional Vocal and Guitar by Kelly Willis
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "This World Turns"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "Beautiful Girl"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Horns Arranged by David Campbell
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "We Are Marching"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Additional Vocal by Kelly Willis
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "The Voting Song"
Music and Lyrics by David Robbins & Tim Robbins
Produced and Arranged by David Robbins
Additional Vocal and Guitar by Kelly Willis
Robbins Egg Music (c) 1992, A.S.C.A.P.

  "I've Got To Know"
Music and Lyrics by Woody Guthrie
Performed by Woody Guthrie
Published by TRIO-Ludlow Music Inc.

  Musicians:
Novi Novog: Viola
Scott Jackson: Drums
Henry Brewer: Keyboard
John Hagen: Cello
Bob Applebaum: Mandolin
Larry Tuttle: Bass
Leland Sklar: Electric Bass
James Gilmer: Percussion
Ernesto Salcedo: Percussion
David Robbins: Guitars, Background Vocals
Tim Robbins: Vocals, Harmonicas
Jack Black: Background Vocals

  Bob's On-Stage Band:
Dennis Childers
Warren Davidson
John Hagen
Greg Sheer
Full Cast and Crew

Directed by

Tim Robbins
 


Writing credits

Tim Robbins
 
(written by)

Cast (in credits order) verified as complete

Tim Robbins
.... 
Bob Roberts

Giancarlo Esposito
.... 
Bugs Raplin

Alan Rickman
.... 
Lukas Hart III

Ray Wise
.... 
Chet MacGregor

Brian Murray
.... 
Terry Manchester

Gore Vidal
.... 
Senator Brickley Paiste

Rebecca Jenkins
.... 
Delores Perrigrew

Harry J. Lennix
.... 
Franklin Dockett

John Ottavino
.... 
Clark Anderson

Robert Stanton
.... 
Bart Macklerooney

Kelly Willis
.... 
Clarissa Flan

Merrilee Dale
.... 
Polly Roberts

Tom Atkins
.... 
Dr. Caleb Menck

David Strathairn
.... 
Mack Laflin

James Spader
.... 
Chuck Marlin

Pamela Reed
.... 
Carol Cruise

Helen Hunt
.... 
Rose Pondell

Eva Amurri
.... 
Child in Hospital

Jim West
.... 
Bus Driver

Peter Gallagher
.... 
Dan Riley

Lynne Thigpen
.... 
Kelly Noble

Bingo O'Malley
.... 
Robert Roberts, Sr.

Kathleen Chalfant
.... 
Constance Roberts

Ruth Lesko
.... 
School Teacher

Jack Black
.... 
Roger Davis

Matthew Faber
.... 
Calvin

Matt McGrath
.... 
Burt

Anita Gillette
.... 
Mrs. Davis

Susan Sarandon
.... 
Tawna Titan

Fred Ward
.... 
Chip Daley

Charles R. Altman
.... 
Debate Moderator (as Charles Altman)

Shannon Holt
.... 
Rita

Staci Marcum
.... 
Miss Philadelphia

Shira Piven
.... 
Penn State Protester

Steve Pink
.... 
Penn State Protester

Fisher Stevens
.... 
Rock Bork

Gil Robbins
.... 
Reverend Best

Angela Hall
.... 
Choir Soloist

Lee Robbins
.... 
Organ Player

John Cusack
.... 
Cutting Edge Host

Bob Balaban
.... 
Michael Janes

Allan F. Nicholls
.... 
Cutting Edge Director (as Allan Nicholls)

June Stein
.... 
Cutting Edge Assistant Carol

Adam Simon
.... 
Cutting Edge Head Writer

Ned Bellamy
.... 
Uzi Kornhauser

Natalie Strong
.... 
Kala Kornhauser

Burnice Brourman
.... 
Nurse

Pat Logan
.... 
Frank Ryan, Policeman

Larry John Meyers
.... 
Police Spokesman (as Larry John Myers)

Robert Hegyes
.... 
Ernesto Galleano

Tom Tully
.... 
New York Reporter

Anthony Dileo Jr.
.... 
New York Reporter

Jane Crawford
.... 
New York Reporter

Ann Talman
.... 
New York Reporter

Lamont Arnold
.... 
New York Reporter

Gabrielle Robbins
.... 
Singing Vigilante

Adele Robbins
.... 
Vigilante

Brian Powell
.... 
Vigilante

Paul Quinn
.... 
Vigilante

Dean Robinson
.... 
Vigilante

Jeff Foster
.... 
Vigilante

Jeremy Piven
.... 
Candle Seller

Lee Arenberg
.... 
Religious Zealot

David Sinaiko
.... 
Liberal

Brent Hinkley
.... 
Bif, the Patriot

Hal O'Leary
.... 
Senator Haydn

Don Brockett
.... 
Chairman

Linda King
.... 
Washington D.C. Reporter

rest of cast listed alphabetically:

Tracy Generalovich
.... 
Miss Three Mile Island

Aaron Jackson



Stephen Halbert
.... 
Nigel the Soundman (uncredited)

Jeff Tackett
.... 
Himself (Orioles Catcher) (uncredited)

Produced by

Tim Bevan
.... 
executive producer

James Bigwood
.... 
associate producer

Forrest Murray
.... 
producer

Allan F. Nicholls
.... 
associate producer

Ronna B. Wallace
.... 
executive producer

Paul Webster
.... 
executive producer

Original Music by

David Robbins
 


Tim Robbins
 
(songs)

Cinematography by

Jean Lépine
 


Film Editing by

Lisa Zeno Churgin
 


Casting by

Douglas Aibel
 


Production Design by

Richard Hoover
 


Art Direction by

Gary Kosko
 


Set Decoration by

Brian Kasch
 


Costume Design by

Bridget Kelly
 


Makeup Department

Jeannee Josefczyk
.... 
makeup artist

Rosalee Riggle
.... 
hair stylist (as Rose Bologa)

Production Management

Susan Lazarus
.... 
post-production supervisor

Mark Seldis
.... 
unit manager

Rudd Simmons
.... 
production supervisor

Second Unit Director or Assistant Director

Fred 'Fredo' Donatelli
.... 
second assistant director

Maria L. Melograne
.... 
first assistant director (as Maria Melograne)

Art Department

Robert Buncher
.... 
carpenter

Mary Buri
.... 
key set dresser

Chris Call
.... 
property master

Thomas J. Garrigan
.... 
assistant property master

John Lindsey McCormick
.... 
art department coordinator

Eric 'Sprocket' Uporsky
.... 
props assistant

Sound Department

Nancy Cabrera
.... 
foley artist

Michael J. Cerone
.... 
sound re-recording mixer

Laura Civiello
.... 
dialogue editor

Rick Dior
.... 
sound re-recording mixer

James Flatto
.... 
assistant music editor

Jeff Frickman
.... 
music mixer

Jeff Frickman
.... 
music recordist

Marshall Grupp
.... 
supervising sound editor

Peter Halbert
.... 
boom operator

Stephen Halbert
.... 
production sound mixer

Hal Levinsohn
.... 
adr editor (as Hal Levinson)

Patrick Mullins
.... 
music editor

Bob Olari
.... 
sound recordist

Paul J. Zydel
.... 
adr mixer

Visual Effects by

John Alagna
.... 
titles and opticals (as John Alagua)

Steidl Balzer
.... 
stage visual effects

Michael Ventresco
.... 
titles and opticals

Stunts

Don Hewitt
.... 
stunts

Jery Hewitt
.... 
stunts

Other crew

Rachel Aberly
.... 
publicist

Bob Applebaum
.... 
mandolin

Scott Balcerek
.... 
assistant production coordinator

Jack Black
.... 
background vocals

Henry Brewer
.... 
musician: keyboard

Brian Campbell
.... 
video designer

Linda Carola
.... 
extras casting

George Cawthorne III
.... 
bodyguard: Mr. Roberts

Dennis Childer
.... 
bob's on-stage band

Monte Cholmeley-Jones
.... 
wardrobe assistant

Rein Clabbers
.... 
grip

Diane Collins
.... 
wardrobe supervisor

Gerard Cronin
.... 
bodyguard: Mr. Hart

Merrilee Dale
.... 
assistant accountant

Warren Davidson
.... 
bob's on-stage band

Jim Emswiller
.... 
video assist operator

Peter Farquar
.... 
fencing master

Erin Folsey
.... 
wardrobe assistant

James Gilmer
.... 
musician: percussion

Mark Ginsberg
.... 
color timer

Amy Grove
.... 
assistant location manager

John Hagen
.... 
musician: cello

Keith Jackson
.... 
production assistant

Mark Jackson
.... 
first assistant camera (as Mark R. Jackson)

Scott Jackson
.... 
musician: drums

Sam J. Jones
.... 
still photographer

Canice Kennedy
.... 
casting: Pittsburgh

Charles Leavitt
.... 
fencing master

Beth Levine
.... 
seamstress

W. Russell McCormack
.... 
best boy

Linda H. Miller
.... 
post-production auditor

Don Muchoco
.... 
gaffer

Novi Novog
.... 
musician: viola

Kitty Olisky
.... 
production coordinator

Joseph 'Bruno' Pelle
.... 
key grip

Rick Raphael
.... 
steadicam operator

Thomas A. Ritchotte
.... 
wardrobe assistant

David Robbins
.... 
background vocals

David Robbins
.... 
musician: guitars

Ernesto Salcedo
.... 
musician: percussion

Manuel Saunders
.... 
bodyguard: Mr. Roberts

Greg Sheen
.... 
bob's on-stage band

Leland Sklar
.... 
electric bass

Marlene Speranza
.... 
seamstress

Donna Stern
.... 
associate editor

Thomas Stokes
.... 
assistant wardrobe supervisor

Larry Tuttle
.... 
musician: bass

Shawn Vashaw
.... 
production assistant

Brenda K. Wachel
.... 
script supervisor

April Webster
.... 
casting: Los Angeles

Linda Carola
.... 
location casting assistant (uncredited)
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