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Movie Review
September 23, 1988 

Review/Film; A Mirror Image of Disintegration 

By JANET MASLIN 
The sleek, icy elegance of ''Dead Ringers,'' David Cronenberg's film about twin gynecologists teetering on the brink of madness, is unexpected. Both the director, whose past films include the much gorier ''Scanners'' and ''Videodrome,'' and the highly unusual subject suggest a more lurid approach. But Mr. Cronenberg, who has begun to emerge as a master of body-related horrific fantasy (his last film was ''The Fly''), clearly understands that a small amount of medical mischief can be more unnerving than conventional grisliness. Even the film's opening credits, which present antiquated obstetrical drawings and strange medical instruments, are enough to make audiences queasy. 

Who, then, will be drawn to this spectacle? Anyone with a taste for the macabre wit, the weird poignancy and the shifting notions of identity that lend ''Dead Ringers'' such fascination. And anyone who cares to see Jeremy Irons's seamless performance, a schizophrenic marvel, in the two title roles. Mr. Cronenberg has shaped a startling tale of physical and psychic disintegration, pivoting on the twins' hopeless interdependence and playing havoc with the viewer's grip on reality. It's a mesmerizing achievement, as well as a terrifically unnerving one. 

''Dead Ringers,'' which opens today at the National and other theaters, owes some of its inspiration to the case of the doctors Cyril and Stewart Marcus, who died in 1975; its nominal source is ''Twins,'' a 1977 novel by Bari Wood and Jack Geasland. Adapting the novel with Norman Snider, Mr. Cronenberg has preserved only a trace of the real Marcus story, preferring to invent a pathology of his own. The twins of ''Dead Ringers'' descend, as the Marcuses did, into drug addiction, physical squalor and finally violence. But they do this with a cool, brittle detachment that makes their final decline so much more wrenching, and with a painful interweaving of identities that at times becomes as unsettling for the audience as it is for them. 

The prologue to ''Dead Ringers'' shows the pre-adolescent Mantle brothers discussing sex wistfully, regretting the fact that it seems so, well, personal. Creatures that fertilize eggs underwater without physical contact have a much easier lot than humans, they agree. A neighborhood girl, who merely laughs at the brothers when they express sexual curiosity, sends them further along the path to a purely clinical approach, and the film's next scene finds them at medical school, where they invent an instrument that other doctors deem bizarre. Nonetheless, it helps to make their fortune, and the film's first 1988 scene finds the prosperous, urbane Mantles running a private clinic in Toronto. In one of the story's many ironies, these twins have chosen infertility as their specialty. 

Though the twins are not often seen on the job, their contemptuous and sometimes nasty approach to their patients is made clear, as is their fondness for gamesmanship; the brothers enjoy changing places on occasion, especially when they embark upon an affair. Without his efforts, the dapper Elliot tells his more introverted brother Beverly, the latter would perhaps never have had any luck with women at all. But the twins' tricks prove to be no match for Claire Niveau (given real substance by Genevieve Bujold), a famous film star who arrives at the clinic as a patient, is promptly wooed by Elliot and is then passed on to Beverly. Claire becomes the means by which the twins' lifelong bond is destroyed. 

One brother falls in love with her, and wants for the first time to keep something for his own. The other brother finds he cannot tolerate this betrayal. And Mr. Irons, who uses few conversational clues to establish which twin he is playing in any given shot, manages to make this conflict as dramatically sharp as it is psychologically riveting. It is always evident which personality Mr. Irons has adopted, a feat even more impressive than the formidable technical tricks that keep the viewer from detecting a split screen. What makes the performance(s) even better is that Mr. Irons invests these bizarre, potentially freakish characters with so much intelligence and so much real feeling. 

The ghoulishness of ''Dead Ringers'' is kept very much in check, even as the story spirals downward. The film's cool, muted visual style helps see to that. There are very few departures from the expensive, high-tech look of the Mantles' clinic and their apartment. And the odd touches, when they do occur, are treated almost offhandedly. Nothing is said, for instance, about the fact that when the Mantles appear in the operating room, the doctors, nurses, orderlies and patients are serenely draped in fabric that is blood red. 

Among the film's more hauntingly strange developments are Beverly's invention of a new set of surgical devices, which frighten everyone who sees them; the brothers' growing identification with the Siamese twins Chang and Eng, and the drug addiction that finally leaves one brother utterly oblivious to his sibling's fate. The film's final image, like so many steps along the brothers' route to self-destruction, is not easily forgotten. Double Trouble 

Box Office Information
Gross
$9,134,733 (USA)

Movie Trivia 
· The movie is based on two real life twins Steven and Cyril Marcus. The two were found dead in their apartment on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. They had killed themselves using barbiturates. The story is told in the novel "Twins" by Bari Wood and Jack Geasland (published 1977).

· The shots of the twins onscreen together were accomplished through one of the first uses of computer-controlled moving-matte photography.

· Working title: "Gemini". The studio didn't like it, and so switched to "Twins". This was also scrapped when they found out about the Danny DeVito/Arnold Schwarzenegger film of the same name coming out concurrently.

· During filming, Jeremy Irons kept track of whether he was playing Elliott or Beverley by always playing one with his weight on the balls of his feet and the other with his weight on his heels

Movie Filming Locations

Mississauga, Ontario, Canada

Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Movie Connections
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Cronenberg Interview: Shivers (1998) (V)
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Backflash (2001) (V)
Hannibal (2001)
Adaptation. (2002)
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Indie Sex: Taboos (2001) (TV)

References
Scanners (1981)
A Zed & Two Noughts (1985)

Features
"Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous" (1984)

Full Cast and Crew

Directed by
David Cronenberg
 


Writing credits

Bari Wood
 
(novel Twins) and

Jack Geasland
 
(novel Twins)

David Cronenberg
 
(written by) and

Norman Snider
 
(written by)

Cast (in credits order) verified as complete

Jeremy Irons
.... 
Beverly Mantle/Elliot Mantle

Geneviève Bujold
.... 
Claire Niveau

Heidi von Palleske
.... 
Cary

Barbara Gordon
.... 
Danuta

Shirley Douglas
.... 
Laura

Stephen Lack
.... 
Anders Wolleck

Nick Nichols
.... 
Leo

Lynne Cormack
.... 
Arlene

Damir Andrei
.... 
Birchall

Miriam Newhouse
.... 
Mrs. Bookman

David Hughes
.... 
Superintendent

Richard W. Farrell
.... 
Dean of Medicine (as Richard Farrell)

Warren Davis
.... 
Anatomy Class Supervisor

Jonathan Haley
.... 
Beverly, Age 9

Nicholas Haley
.... 
Elliot, Age 9

Marsha Moreau
.... 
Raffaella

Dennis Akayama
.... 
Pharmacist (as Denis Akiyama)

Dee McCafferty
.... 
Surgeon

Susan Markle
.... 
Operating Room Nurse

Murray Cruchley
.... 
Assisting Surgeon

Jane Luk
.... 
Lecture Hall Nurse

Tita Trevisan
.... 
Furniture Salesman

Jacqueline Hennessy
.... 
Coral (as Jacqueline Hennessy)

Jill Hennessy
.... 
Mimsy (as Jillian Hennessy)

David Walden
.... 
Director

Liliane Stillwell
.... 
Wardrobe Person

Denise McLeod
.... 
Art Gallery Lady

Bob Bainborough
.... 
Mr. Glaser

Nick Rice
.... 
MC (as Nicholas Rice)

Joe Matheson
.... 
Sean

Hadley Kay
.... 
Delivery Boy

Cynthia Eastman
.... 
Sobbing Woman

Nora Colpman
.... 
Mrs. Randall

Rena Polley
.... 
Soap Opera Character

Madeleine Atkinson
.... 
Soap Opera Character

John Bayliss
.... 
Performance Double

Graham Evans
.... 
Picture Double

rest of cast listed alphabetically:

Alan Gough
.... 
Director/producer of TV soap opera (uncredited)

Jordan-Patrick Marcantonio
.... 
Twin Boy (uncredited)

Julian-Peter Marcantonio
.... 
(uncredited)

Greg Van Riel
.... 
Man in reception (uncredited)

Produced by

Carol Baum
.... 
executive producer

John Board
.... 
associate producer

Marc Boyman
.... 
producer

David Cronenberg
.... 
producer

Sylvio Tabet
.... 
executive producer

James G. Robinson
.... 
executive producer (uncredited)

Joe Roth
.... 
executive producer (uncredited)

Original Music by

Howard Shore
 


Cinematography by

Peter Suschitzky
 


Film Editing by

Ronald Sanders
 


Casting by

Deirdre Bowen
 


Production Design by
Carol Spier
 


Art Direction by

James McAteer
 


Set Decoration by

Elinor Rose Galbraith
 


Costume Design by

Denise Cronenberg
 


Makeup Department

Eva Coudouloux
.... 
hair stylist: TV soap opera

Eva Coudouloux
.... 
makeup artist: TV soap opera

Shonagh Jabour
.... 
makeup artist

Ivan Lynch
.... 
hair designer

Maxine Rennes-Gunderson
.... 
assistant hair stylist

Barbara Szablowski
.... 
assistant makeup artist

Production Management

Gabriella Martinelli
.... 
post-production supervisor

Gabriella Martinelli
.... 
production manager

Second Unit Director or Assistant Director

John Board
.... 
first assistant director

Cynthia Clayton
.... 
trainee assistant director (as Cyndie Clayton)

Kevin Larstone
.... 
assistant director: TV soap opera

Laurie Mirsky
.... 
third assistant director

Izidore K. Musallam
.... 
second assistant director

Art Department

John Bannister
.... 
scenic artist

Andrew Chatham
.... 
assistant head carpenter

Kirk Cheney
.... 
construction manager

Ane Christensen
.... 
assistant set dresser

Ying Chung
.... 
carpenter

Brian Clancy
.... 
carpenter

Janet Cormack
.... 
scenic artist

Casey De Snoo
.... 
carpenter

Chris Dutton
.... 
set dresser

J.C. Edwards
.... 
carpenter

Danielle Fleury
.... 
assistant set decorator

Brian Fowler
.... 
carpenter

Christopher Geggie
.... 
lead props (as Chris Geggie)

Brian Gibson
.... 
scenic artist

Peter Grundy
.... 
first assistant art director

David Hamayda
.... 
carpenter

Doug Harlocker
.... 
property master (as Douglas Harlocker)

Jasper Haynes
.... 
carpenter

Jacqui Hemingway
.... 
scenic artist assistant

John Jackson
.... 
carpenter

Gregory P. Keen
.... 
first assistant art director (as Gregory Keen)

John Keenan
.... 
carpenter

Murray Keith
.... 
assistant head carpenter

Alicia Keywan
.... 
supervising art director

Simon Kwasniak
.... 
carpenter

Brian Lumley
.... 
carpenter

Joe Madziak
.... 
carpenter

Rocco Matteo
.... 
art department trainee

Dan McGee
.... 
carpenter

Don McLeod
.... 
artist: motion control system

Michael J. Meade
.... 
trainee set decorator (as Michael Meade)

Bruce H. Meredith
.... 
carpenter

Allan Meuse
.... 
carpenter

Jak Oliver
.... 
key scenic artist

John Quesenberry
.... 
carpenter (as J. L. Quesenberry)

Warren Quigley
.... 
scenic artist assistant

Marlene Rain
.... 
property buyer

Malcolm Reid
.... 
carpenter

John Rice
.... 
carpenter

Jacques Rophoz
.... 
carpenter

Myles Roth
.... 
carpenter

Ted Samuels
.... 
carpenter

Al Snikkar
.... 
carpenter

Tim Spencer
.... 
carpenter

Danni Starbuck
.... 
carpenter

Jasna Stefanovic
.... 
art department trainee

Vlasta Svoboda
.... 
first assistant art director

Clive Thomasson
.... 
set dresser

Alexandra Thompson
.... 
art department trainee

Steve Trevella
.... 
carpenter

Jim Veale
.... 
co-head carpenter (as James H. Veale)

Ken Watkins
.... 
second assistant art director

Ian Wheatley
.... 
assistant set decorator

Greg Young
.... 
assistant head carpenter

John Dondertman
.... 
assistant art director (uncredited)

Sound Department

Terry Burke
.... 
foley artist

Richard Cadger
.... 
sound editor

Viktoria Cseh-McCormick
.... 
assistant sound editor (as Victoria Cseh)

Bryan Day
.... 
sound mixer

David Evans
.... 
sound editor

David Giammarco
.... 
sound editor

Wayne Griffin
.... 
sound editor

Sean Kelly
.... 
assistant sound editor

Judy 'Lucky' Kemeny
.... 
assistant sound editor (as Judy Kemeny)

Michael LaCroix
.... 
boom operator (as Michael Lacroix)

John Laing
.... 
assistant sound editor

Dick Lewzey
.... 
music re-recording engineer

Andy Nelson
.... 
sound re-recording mixer

Suzana Peric
.... 
music editor

Dino Pigat
.... 
adr recordist

Donna Powell
.... 
assistant foley artist

Peter Tarshis
.... 
sound recordist: TV soap opera sequence

Don White
.... 
sound re-recording mixer

Special Effects by

Randall Balsmeyer
.... 
motion control programmer

Gordon J. Smith
.... 
special effects designer (as Gordon Smith)

Visual Effects by

Dimitris Anapliotis
.... 
optical printer

Jon Campfens
.... 
optical printer camerman

Bill Francis
.... 
laboratory assistant: motion control system

Chris Furniotis
.... 
optical line-up

George Furniotis
.... 
optical director

John Furniotis
.... 
optical director (as G. John Furniotis)

Derek Howard
.... 
laboratory supervisor: motion control system

Walter Klassen
.... 
mechanical designer: motion control system

Shelly Morrow
.... 
junior optical layout/camera animation

Richard Palin
.... 
motion control assistant

Alan Peppiatt
.... 
rotoscope artist

Ted Ross
.... 
laboratory assistant: motion control system

Don Snowdon
.... 
rotoscope artist

Lee Wilson
.... 
optical effects supervisor

Bob Yoshioka
.... 
optical line-up

Stunts

John Bayliss
.... 
stunt double

Other crew

Jami Abell
.... 
assistant: Mr. Roth

Scotty Allan
.... 
gaffer

Trysha Bakker
.... 
wardrobe assistant

Roger Bowden
.... 
generator operator

James F. Breithaupt
.... 
post-production accountant (as Jim Breithaupt)

Howard Brenner
.... 
driver

David Brown
.... 
driver

Carlo Campana
.... 
key grip

John P. Cassels
.... 
production assistant

Lesley Clark
.... 
assistant: Mr. Boyman

Lesley Clark
.... 
post-production assistant

Ron Coles
.... 
driver

Arthur E. Cooper
.... 
second assistant camera

Marijo Corcoran
.... 
camera trainee

Robert Crone
.... 
steadicam operator

Homer Denison
.... 
orchestrator

John Denniston
.... 
assistant camera: t.v. soap opera

Charlotte Disher
.... 
editing production assistant

Attila Dory
.... 
still photographer

Nigel Draper
.... 
electrician

Jay Du Boisson
.... 
wardrobe mistress

Nancy Duggan
.... 
seamstress

Brian Eddolls
.... 
electronic music preparation

Prudence Emery
.... 
unit publicist

Ted Fanyeck
.... 
electrician

Alice Ferrier
.... 
production coordinator

Marta Fischer
.... 
production assistant

John Garland
.... 
electrician (as Jon Garland)

John Gaskin
.... 
assistant accountant

Janet Gayford
.... 
production secretary

Brenda Gilles
.... 
wardrobe assistant

Alan Gough
.... 
director: t.v. soap opera (as R. Alan Gough)

Alan Gough
.... 
producer: t.v. soap opera (as R. Alan Gough)

Lynn Gran
.... 
craft service

John Grierson
.... 
cameraman t.v. soap opera

Peter Grucza
.... 
animation stand

Duane Gullison
.... 
generator operator

Patricia Hanley
.... 
seamstress

Frances Hendry
.... 
head driver

Chris Hinton
.... 
color timer

Mitch Holmes
.... 
best boy grip

Sara Holmes
.... 
office clerk

Ted Hunter
.... 
sculptor: Wolleck's studio sculptures

Michael Iwan
.... 
grip

Anthony Kadak
.... 
location assistant

Bernadette Kelly
.... 
trainee assistant editor

Jean Kerr
.... 
music coordinator: London

Allen Kosonic
.... 
driver (as Al Kosonic)

Neil Kredentser
.... 
location assistant

Gilbert Lacasse
.... 
driver

Peter Lavender
.... 
extras casting

Gary Ledbetter
.... 
electrician

Susan Maggi
.... 
second assistant editor

Jerome McCann
.... 
driver captain

Heather McIntosh
.... 
production auditor

Marvin Midwicki
.... 
first assistant camera

Vince Nyuli
.... 
unit location manager

Don Payne
.... 
grip

Thomas Pearce
.... 
co-head carpenter

Jeremy Podeswa
.... 
unit publicist

Chris Radley Walters
.... 
driver (as Chris Radley-Walters)

Michael Rea
.... 
first assistant editor

James G. Robinson
.... 
presenter

Margaret Roiphe
.... 
representative: financer

Joe Roth
.... 
presenter

Dug Rotstein
.... 
script supervisor

Steven Sacrob
.... 
driver

Wendie Saltarski
.... 
post-production accountant

Lillian Sarafinchan
.... 
location manager

Cindy Scott
.... 
accounting clerk

Ian D. Scott
.... 
best boy electric (as Ian Scott)

Howard Shore
.... 
conductor

M.A. Simmons
.... 
video assistant

Teri Spasov
.... 
assistant accountant

Richard Spiegelman
.... 
transportation coordinator

Melanie Tanz
.... 
extras casting

Andreas Trauttmansdorff
.... 
camera trainee

Sandra Tucker
.... 
assistant: Mr. Cronenberg

Sandra Tucker
.... 
post-production assistant

Steve Weslak
.... 
associate editor

Janet M. West
.... 
assistant: Mr. Robinson (as Janet West)

David Willetts
.... 
electrician (as David J. Willetts)

Bill Wilson
.... 
electrician

David J. Woods
.... 
video supervisor (as David Woods)

John Zulinski
.... 
grip

Nigel Draper
.... 
lamp operator (uncredited)

Anita Simand
.... 
creative executive (uncredited)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -


