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· Bravo page-to-screen Look at Get Shorty

· A sneak peak at "Be Cool"


Movie Review
BY ROGER EBERT / October 20, 1995 

`I'm not gonna say any more than I have to, if that," a Miami loan shark named Chili Palmer says, early in "Get Shorty." The perfect note in this sentence is the addition of if that. It comes with our knowledge that everyone in the movie will say more than they have to, because "Get Shorty" is based on a novel by Elmore Leonard, that grandmaster of low-life dialogue.

Chili (John Travolta) is a man who knows his way around organized crime but dreams of the movies. In the course of "Get Shorty's" intricate plot, he follows a mob assignment from Miami to Brooklyn to Las Vegas to Los Angeles, where he finds himself sitting in the middle of the night in the living room of a sleaze merchant who produces movies with titles like "The Slime People." For Chili, who knows the man's work, it is like being in heaven.

The producer is Harry Zimm (Gene Hackman, with an overbite).

He has always moved hopefully on the fringes of the Hollywood big time, making a living but never making a hit. Chili has broken into his house to intimidate him into paying a gambling debt. But Chili originally came out west on the tail of a Miami dry-cleaner named Leo Devoe (David Paymer), who collected a $300,000 insurance payout when a plane crashed and everyone thought he was on it. Devoe owes the money to "Bones" Barboni (Dennis Farina), a Mafia boss. And Chili, sitting in Harry Zimm's den in the middle of the night, ends up pitching this story to the producer because he thinks it would make a good movie.

One of the pleasures of "Get Shorty" is watching the way the plot moves effortlessly from crime to the movies - not a long distance, since both industries are based on fear, greed, creativity and intimidation. Elmore Leonard's characters may exist in the crevices of society, but they are smart and verbal, and don't take forever to get to the point. There are a lot of scenes in the movie where people come into the room wanting one thing and leave wanting another. They are persuaded to change their minds by the seductive lure of Hollywood. Even Barboni (one of Farina's best performances, with a broken nose that grows more painful to look at every time we see it) is not immune to the glitter.

Of course, this is low-grade glitter. We meet a gallery of characters, all played in a laconic key as Hollywood types for whom all sentiments are cynical. Harry Zimm, for example, is found in bed with Karen Flores (Rene Russo), a "scream queen" who is the kind of actress who becomes a cover girl for Fangoria. She used to be married to Martin Weir (Danny DeVito), a major, if short, movie star. They all scheme to get "Shorty" into their picture, and the movie's single best scene is one where Travolta gives DeVito acting lessons in how to look filled with menace.

Many characters seem lifted from the autobiography of Ed Wood: Bo Catlett (Delroy Lindo), who owns a limousine service and is owed big money by Zimm; Bear (James Gandolfini), a stunt man who thinks he is very tough but has never met anyone like Chili Palmer before, and Doris (Bette Midler in an uncredited cameo), whose success is based on being as close to a 1930s sex siren as anyone is likely to get in this lifetime.

One of the tactile pleasures of "Get Shorty" is the dialogue. John Travolta has said in interviews that he insisted the original Leonard dialogue be put back into the screenplay, which had been translated into flat, functional Hollywood Speak. In Time magazine this week, he provides an example: In the novel, when Chili's beloved jacket is taken from a check room, he says, "You see a black leather jacket, fingertip length, has lapels like a suitcoat? You don't, you owe me three seventy-nine. You get the coat back or you give me the three seventy-nine my wife paid for it at Alexander's." In the screenplay, he says, this speech had been changed to, "Where's my coat? You better find it. It cost $400." Travolta was right to see that the soul of the story is in the way the characters speak. What is amazing is that anyone would buy an Elmore Leonard novel and want to change the dialogue. The language is the whole point. In "Get Shorty," it sings in counterpoint to the plotting, which is so complex it gets funny, especially after $300,000 is put into a locker at the airport and everyone wants it, but the FBI has it staked out.

"Get Shorty" was directed by Barry Sonnenfeld, a former cinematographer ("Miller's Crossing," "Misery") who directed the two Addams Family movies. He has made a small jewel: a film that demonstrates, to our amazement, that even the Hollywood characters in "The Player" were not quite at the bottom of the barrel. 

Box Office Information
Budget
$30,250,000 (estimated)

Gross
$72,077,000 (USA)
£4,931,393 (UK) (21 April 1996)
£1,003,430 (UK) (17 March 1996)

Admissions
286,169 (France) (16 April 1996)
65,335 (Portugal) (18 April 1996)

Rentals
$31,542,110 (USA)

Movie Trivia 
· Miguel Sandoval plays a Colombian drug lord named "Escobar." In Clear and Present Danger (1994) he played a Colombian drug lord named "Escobedo."

· Cameo: [Harvey Keitel] Plays Ray Barboni (Dennis Farina's character) in the movie-within-a-movie.

· Director Cameo: [Barry Sonnenfeld] A hotel doorman (top hat, red tunic, etc.) greeting David Paymer as he exits a limo.

· Ernest 'Chili' Palmer, a friend of Elmore Leonard's whom the character "Chili Palmer" was named after, has a small role in the movie as one of Ray Barboni's friends.

· John Travolta says to Rene Russo "you can't turn him [Martin Weir] into Mel Gibson. Rene Russo worked with Mel Gibson in Lethal Weapon 3 (1992), and after this film in Ransom (1996) and Lethal Weapon 4 (1998).

· Studio Executives' first choice to direct the picture was Quentin Tarantino. Two years later, Tarantino would direct another film based on an Elmore Leonard book, Jackie Brown (1997).

· Michael Keaton, Bruce Willis, Robert De Niro, Al Pacino, and Dustin Hoffman all turned down the role of Chili Palmer. While Danny DeVito was Barry Sonnenfeld's first choice for the role of Chilli Palmer because of his natural charisma, he could not fit it into his schedule so he ended up playing the smaller role of Martin Weir instead.

· John Travolta initially declined an offer to be in this movie, but was convinced by Quentin Tarantino to do it.

· When Chili and Karen leave the movie theatre after watching Touch of Evil (1958), their walk down the street, and the music, mimics the single tracking shot opening sequence in Touch of Evil.

· Cameo: [Penny Marshall] Plays the director of the movie-within-a-movie.

· Jimmy Cap (Alex Rocco) appears in the movie lying on a massage table, in exactly the same pose as Moe Green (Rocco again) is in when he is shot in The Godfather (1972)

· According to Elmore Leonard, movie star Martin Weir (Danny DeVito), is based on Leonard's own dealings with Dustin Hoffman.

Movie Goofs

  Continuity: The checkers players in the barber shop move around between shots.

  Continuity: After he visits Martin Weir's house, Chili's minivan is pointing in a different direction.

  Continuity: After she finds Chili in her house for the second time, Karen's boots disappear when she walks upstairs.

  Continuity: Chili's cutlery when he is doing lunch with Martin.

  Continuity: After the DEA finish searching Chili he puts his stuff back in the blue bag but does not take it with him when the leaves the room.

  Continuity: The airplanes in the background change when Bear confronts Chili in the parking garage.

  Crew or equipment visible: When Chili and Harry are driving down the street, the camera car and crew are very visible in the windows of the stores.

  Continuity: Items on Harry's desk change and move around when he is talking to Ray Bones.

  Continuity: When Chili is being questioned by the DEA, the ashtray on the window sill moves between shots. 
Movie Filming Locations

Beverly Hills, California, USA

    (Martin Weir's house)

Culver City, California, USA

    (Fay Devoe's house)

Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

    (Casino Scenes)

Los Angeles International Airport - One World Way, Los Angeles, California, USA

Los Angeles, California, USA

Malibu, California, USA

    (Karen Flores' house)

Marina del Rey, California, USA

Miami, Florida, USA

Santa Monica, California, USA

Sony Pictures Studios - 10202 W. Washington Boulevard, Culver City, California, USA

Venice Beach, Venice, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Barber Shop)
Alternate Versions
· To accommodate the rule that aeroplane crashes cannot be shown on flights, in the in-flight movie version the guy who owes $300,000 escapes from a train crash, instead of a plane crash.

· The laserdisc version features an extra scene at the end of the movie. It takes place on the set of one of Harry's films. Ben Stiller plays the director.

Movie Connections
References
The Cabin in the Cotton (1932)
The Thin Man (1934)
Touch of Evil (1958)
Rio Bravo (1959)
El Dorado (1966)
The Godfather (1972)
Serpico (1973)
Fingers (1978)
"Miami Vice" (1984)
Three Men and a Baby (1987)
Die Hard (1988)
Driving Miss Daisy (1989)
Clear and Present Danger (1994)
Ed Wood (1994)

Referenced in
Swordfish (2001)
Big Trouble (2002)
Men in Black II (2002)
Red Dragon (2002)
Nel cuore della notte (2002)
Grace and the Storm (2004)

Features
Touch of Evil (1958)
Rio Bravo (1959)
"Late Show with David Letterman" (1993)

Spoofed in
Go (1999)
Austin Powers in Goldmember (2002)

Followed by
Be Cool (2005)

Movie Soundtrack

  "A Woman, A Lover, A Friend"
Written by Syd Wyche
Performed by Booker T. & the MG's
Courtesy of Atlantic Recording Corporation
By Arrangement with Warner Special Products

  "Are You Havin' Any Fun"
Written by Sammy Fain and Jack Yellen
Performed by Count Basie and Tony Bennett
Courtesy of Blue Note Records, a division of Capitol Records, Inc.
By Arrangement with CEMA Special Markets

  "Aw Mercy"
Written by Booker T. Jones, Steve Cropper, Al Jackson, Jr. and Lewis Steinberg
Performed by Booker T. & the MG's
Courtesy of Atlantic Recording Corporation
By Arrangement with Warner Special Products

  "Bo's Veranda"
Written by Mark Sandman
Performed by Morphine
Morphine appears courtesy of Rykodisc

  "Can't Be Still"
Written by Booker T. Jones, Steve Cropper, Al Jackson, Jr. and Lewis Steinberg
Performed by Booker T. & the MG's
Courtesy of Atlantic Recording Corporation
By Arrangement with Warner Special Products

  "Chilli Hot"
Written by Geoff Wilkinson and Jim Hawkins
Performed by Us3
Us3 appears courtesy of Blue Note Records
"Chilli Hot" contains a sample of "Funky Broadway"
Written by Arlester Christian
Performed by Jimmy Smith
Courtesy of Verve Records
By Arrangement with Polygram Film & Television Licensing

  "Chubb Sub"
Written by Medeski, Martin and Wood
Performed by Medeski, Martin and Wood
Courtesy of Gramavision, a Rykodisc label
By Arrangement with Ocean Park Music Group

  "Green Onions"
Written by Booker T. Jones, Steve Cropper, Al Jackson, Jr. and Lewis Steinberg
Performed by Booker T. & the MG's
Courtesy of Atlantic Recording Corporation
By Arrangement with Warner Special Products

  "I Had My Chance"
Written by Mark Sandman
Performed by Morphine
Courtesy of Rykodisc
By Arrangement with Ocean Park Music Group

  "The Lion and the Wolff"
Written by Lee Morgan
Performed by Lee Morgan
Courtesy of Blue Note Records, a division of Capitol Records, Inc.
By Arrangement with CEMA Special Markets

  "Panacea"
Written by Marc Antoine and Andreas Stevens
Performed by Greyboy
Courtesy of Ubiquity Recordings, Inc.

  "Rio Bravo"
Written by Dimitri Tiomkin and Paul Francis Webster
Clip and music from the motion picture "Rio Bravo"
Courtesy of Warner Bros.

  "Tana's Theme"
Written by Henry Mancini
Performed by United International Orchestra
Conducted by Joseph Gershenson
Clip and music from the motion picture "Touch of Evil"
Courtesy of Universal Pictures
"Tana's Theme"
Written by Henry Mancini
Performed by Michael Lang

  "Up, Up and Away"
Written by Jimmy Webb
Performed by Greg O'Connor

  "Comin' Home Baby"
Written by Ben Tucker and Bob Dorough
Performed by Booker T. & the MG's
Courtesy of Atlantic Recording Corporation
By Arrangement with Warner Special Products 
Full Cast and Crew

Directed by

Barry Sonnenfeld
 


Writing credits (WGA)

Elmore Leonard
 
(novel)

Scott Frank
 
(screenplay)

Cast (in credits order) verified as complete

John Travolta
.... 
Chili Palmer

Gene Hackman
.... 
Harry Zimm

Rene Russo
.... 
Karen Flores

Danny DeVito
.... 
Martin Weir

Dennis Farina
.... 
Ray 'Bones' Barboni

Delroy Lindo
.... 
Bo Catlett

James Gandolfini
.... 
Bear

Jon Gries
.... 
Ronnie Wingate

Renee Props
.... 
Nicki

David Paymer
.... 
Leo Devoe

Martin Ferrero
.... 
Tommy Carlo

Miguel Sandoval
.... 
Mr. Escobar

Jacob Vargas
.... 
Yayo Portillo

Bobby Slayton
.... 
Dick Allen

Linda Hart
.... 
Fay Devoe

Ron Karabatsos
.... 
Momo

Alison Waddell
.... 
Bear's Daughter (Farah)

Amber Waddell
.... 
Bear's Daughter (Farah)

John Cothran Jr.
.... 
DEA Agent Curtis

Jack Conley
.... 
DEA Agent Dunbar

Bernard Hocke
.... 
DEA Agent Morgan

Big Daddy Wayne
.... 
Ray Barboni's Bodyguard

Jay Montalvo
.... 
Big Guy With Escobar (as Xavier Montalvo)

Carlease Burke
.... 
Rental Car Shuttle Driver

Vito Scotti
.... 
Manager At Vesuvio's

Rino Piccolo
.... 
Waiter At Vesuvio's

Alfred Dennis
.... 
Ed The Barber

Ralph Manza
.... 
Fred The Barber

Zed Frizzelle
.... 
Kid At Lockers

Harry Victor
.... 
Limo Driver With Sign

Patrick Breen
.... 
Resident Doctor

Barry Sonnenfeld
.... 
Doorman

Donna W. Scott
.... 
Screaming Woman

Zack Phifer
.... 
Ivy Restaurant Maitre D'

Greg Goossen
.... 
Duke, Man At The Ivy (as Gregory B. Goossen)

Stephanie Kemp
.... 
Stephanie, Ivy Restaurant Waitress

Rebeca Arthur
.... 
Las Vegas Waitress

Jeffrey J. Stephen
.... 
Bones' Buddy

Ernest 'Chili' Palmer
.... 
Bones' Buddy #2

rest of cast listed alphabetically:

Leslie Bega
.... 
Vikki Vespa (uncredited)

Brian Reed Garvin
.... 
Plane Guy (uncredited)

David Groh
.... 
Buddy Lupton (uncredited)

Harvey Keitel
.... 
Himself (uncredited)

Penny Marshall
.... 
Herself (Director) (uncredited)

Bette Midler
.... 
Doris Saphron (uncredited)

Alex Rocco
.... 
Jimmy Cap (Ray Bones' boss) (uncredited)

Produced by

Danny DeVito
.... 
producer

Graham Place
.... 
co-producer

Susan Ringo
.... 
associate producer

Michael Shamberg
.... 
producer

Stacey Sher
.... 
producer

Barry Sonnenfeld
.... 
executive producer

Original Music by

John Lurie
 


Greg O'Connor
 
(songs and cues)

Mark Sandman
 


Non-Original Music by

Booker T. Jones
 
(songs "Aw Mercy", "Can't Be Still", "Green Onions", "Comin' Home Baby")

Cinematography by

Donald Peterman
 


Film Editing by

Jim Miller
 


Casting by

David Rubin
 


Debra Zane
 


Production Design by

Peter S. Larkin
 


Art Direction by

Steve Arnold
 


Set Decoration by

Leslie E. Rollins
 


Costume Design by

Betsy Heimann
 


Makeup Department

Kareen Boursier
.... 
hair stylist

Michelle Bühler
.... 
makeup artist

Jene Fielder
.... 
makeup artist

Audree Futterman
.... 
hair stylist

Ron Scott
.... 
key hair stylist

Ellen Wong
.... 
key makeup artist

Natalie Wood
.... 
makeup artist

Production Management

Amy Ness
.... 
production supervisor

Graham Place
.... 
unit production manager

Second Unit Director or Assistant Director

John Cameron
.... 
first assistant director: reshoots

Alan B. Curtiss
.... 
first assistant director

Scottie Gissel
.... 
DGA trainee (as Scottie Van de Mark)

Robert Huberman
.... 
second assistant director

Scott Andrew Robertson
.... 
second second assistant director

Art Department

William Xavier Acedo
.... 
lead man

Scott Blakney
.... 
set dresser

Charles Daboub Jr.
.... 
assistant art director

Scott Farber
.... 
set dresser

Emily Ferry
.... 
property master

Rob Garlow
.... 
propmaker foremen

Otniel Gonzalez
.... 
assistant property master

Robby Green
.... 
art department coordinator

Kristin Frances Jones
.... 
set dresser

Erin Kemp
.... 
set designer

Douglas McKay
.... 
key set dresser

Jim Ondrejko
.... 
construction coordinator

Joe Ondrejko
.... 
general foreman

Eric Rosenberg
.... 
assistant art director

Joy Taylor
.... 
assistant property master

Justin Walker
.... 
labor foreman

Sound Department

David Boulton
.... 
adr mixer

Kam Chan
.... 
foley editor

Benjamin Cheah
.... 
sound effects recordist

Marko A. Costanzo
.... 
foley artist

Don Coufal
.... 
production sound

Lee Dichter
.... 
sound re-recording mixer

Patrick Dillett
.... 
score mixer

Ezra Dweck
.... 
foley mixer

Juno J. Ellis
.... 
adr editor (as Juno Ellis)

Chris Fielder
.... 
sound assistant

Eugene Gearty
.... 
sound effects editor

Alex Gibson
.... 
music editor

Lewis Goldstein
.... 
sound effects editor

Gary Holland
.... 
production sound

Frank Kern
.... 
foley editor

Annette Kudrak
.... 
adr assistant

Jeff Levison
.... 
stereo sound consultant: DTS

Blake Leyh
.... 
sound effects recordist

Skip Lievsay
.... 
supervising sound editor

Julie Lindner
.... 
sound assistant

Robert Mackston
.... 
music editor (as Bobby Mackston)

Denise Okimoto
.... 
assistant music editor

Eliza Paley
.... 
dialogue editor

Glenfield Payne
.... 
sound effects editor

Satsunderta Reid
.... 
assistant music editor

Gail Showalter
.... 
adr supervisor (as Gail Stockton)

Philip Stockton
.... 
supervising sound editor

Steven Visscher
.... 
foley editor

Jeff Wexler
.... 
production sound

Special Effects by

Gary D. Bierend
.... 
special effects coordinator (as Gary Bierend)

Robert DeVine
.... 
special effects

Danny Gill
.... 
special effects coordinator

Visual Effects by

David Lingenfelser
.... 
digital artist

Michael J. McAlister
.... 
visual effects coordinator (as Micheal McAlister)

Alan McFarland
.... 
miniature plane lighting effects

Stephanie Powell
.... 
blue screen supervisor

Mykel Denis
.... 
model maker (uncredited)

Stunts

John Branagan
.... 
stunts

Jophery C. Brown
.... 
stunts

Oscar Dillon
.... 
stunts

Doc Duhame
.... 
stunts

Dane Farwell
.... 
stunts

John T. Grantham
.... 
stunts

Gary Guercio
.... 
stunts

Gordon Hansen
.... 
stunts

Eric Mansker
.... 
stunts

Jeff Podgurski
.... 
stunts

Mark Riccardi
.... 
stunts

Brian Smrz
.... 
stunt coordinator

Mark Riccardi
.... 
stunt double: John Travolta (uncredited)

Other crew

Todd J. Adelman
.... 
production medic

Michael Anderson
.... 
second company grip

Trisha Barnhart
.... 
accounting clerk

Dondi Bastone
.... 
music coordinator

Jeffrey Berk
.... 
assistant production coordinator

David M. Bernstein
.... 
key set production assistant

Steven Bernstein
.... 
conductor

Steven Bernstein
.... 
orchestrator

Becky Brake
.... 
assistant location manager

Gary Burritt
.... 
negative cutter

Linda R. Chen
.... 
still photographer

Rick Chouinard
.... 
transportation co-captain

Steve Craft
.... 
camera loader

Thomas M. Dangcil
.... 
lighting technician

Rick Davis
.... 
additional key grip

Malcolm Doran II
.... 
dolly grip

Lance Doty
.... 
assistant: Barry Sonnenfeld

Wilma Garscadden-Gahret
.... 
script supervisor

Robbie Goldstein
.... 
location manager

Greg Goossen
.... 
stand-in: Mr. Hackman

Mindy Grieger
.... 
stand-in: Ms. Russo

Nikki Allyn Grosso
.... 
special thanks

John Steele Hill
.... 
assistant editor

Michael Hubert
.... 
business affairs representative

Buddy Hunter
.... 
driver

David Jernigan
.... 
transportation captain

Booker T. Jones
.... 
singer (as Booker T. & The MG's)

David Kaufman
.... 
assistant location manager

Dan Kerns
.... 
rigging gaffer

Tony Kerum
.... 
caterer

Corinna M. Korpi
.... 
production secretary

Mike Koz
.... 
second assistant editor

Ed Lipscomb
.... 
assistant location manager

Richard Lorenzana
.... 
accountant

Susan M. Lorenzana
.... 
assistant accountant

Marcel Lundberg
.... 
production assistant

Sherry Marshall
.... 
production coordinator

Bertram McCann
.... 
marine coordinator

David McMillan
.... 
rigging best boy (as Dave McMillan)

Brian Mills
.... 
rigging grip

Michelle Minyon
.... 
assistant: Mr. Shamberg

Jeff Murrell
.... 
chief lighting technician

Amy Pearson
.... 
assistant production coordinator

Jay Peterman
.... 
first assistant camera

Beriau Picard
.... 
assistant editor

Suzanne Pillsbury
.... 
first assistant editor

Paul Plannette
.... 
second assistant camera

Karyn Rachtman
.... 
music supervisor

David Rawley
.... 
costumer supervisor

Sabrina Rosen
.... 
assistant to costume designer

Jane E. Russell
.... 
unit publicist

Nina Saxon
.... 
title designer

Ken Schretzmann
.... 
assistant editor: avid

Fred Scialla
.... 
stand-in: Mr. DeVito

Scott Sener
.... 
utility stand-in

Stephen St. John
.... 
camera operator

Stephen St. John
.... 
steadicam operator

Mike Stanwick
.... 
color timer

Jeffrey Stephan
.... 
stand-in: Mr. Travolta

Calvin Sterry
.... 
key grip

Lori Stilson
.... 
set costumer

James C. Taylor
.... 
transportation coordinator

Joan Thomas
.... 
costumer

Lisa Thomas
.... 
payroll accountant

Don Tomich
.... 
assistant lighting technician

Alison Treleaven
.... 
assistant: Stacey Sher

Zoran Veselic
.... 
steadicam assistant

Bob Ader
.... 
adr loop group (uncredited)

Michael Adler
.... 
electrician (uncredited)

Jaap Broeker
.... 
stand-in: Ned Beatty (uncredited)

Paul Kruhm
.... 
location services: EastWest Locations (uncredited)

Dan Riffel
.... 
electrician (uncredited)
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