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Movie Review
Ebert Rating: ****    
By Roger Ebert / 1975
Steven Spielberg's "Jaws" is a sensationally effective action picture_a scary thriller that works all the better because it's populated with characters that have been developed into human beings we get to know and care about. It's a film that's as frightening as "The Exorcist," and yet it's a nicer kind of fright, somehow more fun because we're being scared by an outdoor-adventure saga instead of by a brimstone-and-vomit devil.

The story, as I guess everyone knows by now, involves a series of attacks on swimmers by a great white shark, the response of the threatened resort island to its loss of tourist business, and, finally, the epic attempt by three men to track the shark and kill it. There are no doubt supposed to be all sorts of levels of meanings in such an archetypal story, but Spielberg wisely decides not to underline any of them. This is an action film content to stay entirely within the perimeters of its story, and none of the characters has to wade through speeches expounding on the significance of it all. Spielberg is very good, though, at presenting those characters in a way that makes them individuals. 

Before the three men get on that leaky old boat and go forth to do battle with what amounts to an elemental natural force, we know them well enough to be genuinely interested in the ways they'll respond. There's Brody (Roy Scheider), the police chief, who came to the island from New York looking, so he thought, for a change from the fears of the city. There's Quint (Robert Shaw), a caricature of the crusty old seafaring salt, who has a very particular personal reason for hating sharks. And there's Hooper (Richard Dreyfuss), the rich kid turned oceanographer, who knows best of all what a shark can do to a man, and yet is willing to get into the water with one.

All three performances are really fine. Scheider is the character most of us identify with. He's actually scared of the water, doesn't like to swim and, when he sees the giant shark swim past the boat for the first time, we believe him when he informs Quint, very sincerely, "We need a bigger boat." Shaw brings a degree of cheerful exaggeration to his role as Quint, stomping around like a cross between Captain Queeg and Captain Hook, and then delivering a compelling five-minute monologue about the time the Indianapolis went down and he was one of more than a thousand men in the water. By the time rescue came, two-thirds of them had been killed by sharks.

Probably the most inspired piece of casting in the movie is the use of Richard Dreyfuss as the oceanographer. He made this film soon after playing the driven, scheming, overwhelmingly ambitious title character in "The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz," and the nice kid, college-bound, in "American Graffiti." Here he looks properly young, engaging, and scholarly, and introduces the technical material about sharks in a way that reinforces our elemental fear of them.

Which brings us to the shark itself. Some of the footage in the film is of an actual great white shark. The rest uses a mechanical shark patterned on the real thing. The illusion is complete. We see the shark close up, we look in its relentless eye, and it just plain feels like a shark. "Jaws" is a great adventure movie of the kind we don't get very often any more. It's clean-cut adventure, without the gratuitous violence of so many action pictures. It has the necessary amount of blood and guts to work -- but none extra. And it's one hell of a good story, brilliantly told. 

Box Office Information
Budget
$12,000,000 (estimated)

Opening Weekend
$7,061,513 (USA) (22 June 1975) (409 Screens)

Gross
$69,725,376 (USA) (27 July 1975)
$49,516,476 (USA) (13 July 1975)
$36,954,111 (USA) (6 July 1975)
$21,116,354 (USA) (29 June 1975)
$7,061,513 (USA) (22 June 1975)
$260,000,000 (USA)
$470,600,000 (Worldwide)
$210,600,000 (Non-USA)
SEK 18,897,000 (Sweden)

Weekend Gross
$6,150,000 (USA) (27 July 1975) (675 Screens)
$5,954,787 (USA) (13 July 1975) (464 Screens)
$6,443,138 (USA) (6 July 1975) (409 Screens)
$6,810,584 (USA) (29 June 1975) (409 Screens)
$7,061,513 (USA) (22 June 1975) (409 Screens)

Admissions
5,880,000 (Germany)
1,300,000 (Sweden)

Rentals
$129,550,000 (USA)

Production Dates
February 1974 -  April 1975

Filming Dates
October 1974 -  December 1974 (additional photography)
2 May 1974 - 15 September 1974 (location shooting)

Copyright Holder
Universal Pictures

Movie Awards

	Academy Awards, USA

	Year
	Result
	Award
	Category/Recipient(s)

	1976 
	Won
	Oscar
	Best Film Editing
Verna Fields 

	
	
	
	Best Music, Original Score
John Williams 

	
	
	
	Best Sound
Robert L. Hoyt 
Roger Heman Jr. 
Earl Madery 
John R. Carter 

	
	Nominated
	Oscar
	Best Picture
Richard D. Zanuck 
David Brown 


Movie Trivia 
· Steven Spielberg wanted Sterling Hayden for the role of Quint. Hayden, however, was in trouble with the Internal Revenue Service for unpaid tax. All Hayden's income from acting was subject to a levy by the IRS, so there was an attempt to circumvent that: Hayden was also a writer, so one idea was to pay him union scale for his acting, and buy a story from him (his literary income wasn't subject to levy) for a large sum. It was concluded that the IRS would see through this scheme, so Robert Shaw was cast instead.

· Charlton Heston was considered for the role of Chief Brody. Jeff Bridges, Timothy Bottoms and Jan-Michael Vincent were considered for the role of Hooper.

· Author Peter Benchley's choices for whom to cast in the film: Robert Redford, Paul Newman and Steve McQueen.

· Steven Spielberg originally wanted Joe Spinell and Frank Pesce to be the two guys on the dock fishing for the shark at night (Pesce as the guy who falls in the water and Spinell shouting to him). Unfortunately, Pesce couldn't make it to Martha's Vineyard.

· Quint's tale of the USS Indianapolis was written by Robert Shaw following a disagreement between screenwriters Peter Benchley and Carl Gottlieb. Shaw presented his text, and Benchley and Gottlieb agreed that this was exactly what was needed. Whoever was responsible, Quint got the date of the sinking wrong, claiming it was June 29th, 1945, when in reality it was 12:14 am on July 30th, 1945. Universal has toyed with the idea of making the "Indianapolis" incident into a film, using a young Quint as the lead, ever since.

· The live shark footage was shot at Seal Rocks, Australia. A real white pointer was cut up and "extended" for the close-up shots.

· When Jaws attacks Hooper's cage, there's live footage of a real Great White with a rope hanging from its mouth. This shark's mouth is clearly much smaller than Jaws' mouth when it attacks the boat moments later. These scenes were filmed by noted shark photographers Ron Taylor and Valerie Taylor specifically for the movie. Because the Great White sharks they filmed would be smaller than the mechanical shark in the movie, they constructed a smaller version of Hooper's shark cage. Inside the cage they alternately used a small mannequin or a little person. One of the sharks they attracted got caught in the cage's cables and tore it apart trying to escape. The footage was so good that they changed the script to reflect the destroyed cage and Hooper escaping by hiding on the ocean floor. However, the small person used in the scene refused to go back in the miniature cage, which was damaged in the incident.

· Quint's boathouse set was built in Martha's Vineyard on an abandoned lot. The city council made the production crew sign an agreement to demolish it after filming and replace everything exactly as it had been - right down to the litter.

· Preview audiences screamed when the head of a shark victim appears in the hole in the bottom of the boat. Director Steven Spielberg re-shot the scene in editor Verna Fields swimming pool because he wanted them to "scream louder".

· Author Peter Benchley was thrown off the set after objecting to the climax.

· Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, was used as Amity Island. Residents were paid $64 to scream and run across the beach as extras.

· The first shark killed on the docks which is supposed to be the "man-eater" in the movie is actually a real shark killed in Florida because there wasn't a big enough one in Martha's Vineyard.

· Brody's dog in the movie was actually Steven Spielberg's real dog.

· The mechanical shark spent most of the movie broken-down, and was unavailable for certain shots. This led Steven Spielberg to use the camera as the "shark", and film from the shark's point of view. Many think this added to the "chilling/haunting" quality in the final release saying that it would have made it too "cheesy" had they shown the shark as much as originally planned.

· The original scene with Alex Kintner's death was so scary that it was cut to ensure a PG rating. The scene called for a doll of Alex to be floating among the bathers, then the shark would jump out of the water.

· When Roy Scheider was trapped in the sinking Orca, it took 75 takes to get the shot right. Scheider did not trust the special effects team to rescue him in case of an emergency so he hid axes and hatches around the cabin just in case.

· There were two 300-pound weights attached to Susan Backlinie that were being tugged by two groups of crewmen on shore. One group would pull right, and the other would pull left. It took three days to film that sequence.

· After the shark was built, it was never tested in the water, and when it was put in the water at Martha's Vineyard, it sank straight to the ocean floor. It took a team of divers to retrieve it.

· The lighthouse in the film near the beach is an actual lighthouse on Martha's Vineyard where the filming took place. Because of the billboard in the scene, the lighthouse had to be "moved" with special effects in postproduction

· After the shark blows up, the groaning sound effects during the shot of the carcass sinking are the same ones the truck makes as it crashes off a cliff in Spielberg's first film, Duel (1971/I) (TV). The sound effect is from the original Creature from the Black Lagoon (1954).

· Steven Spielberg named the shark "Bruce" after his lawyer.

· Robert Shaw came up with his entire speech about the USS Indianapolis.

· The strategy of not actually showing the shark until more than halfway through the movie was devised during editing, when Steven Spielberg saw to his dismay that "Bruce," the mechanical shark, didn't look anywhere nearly as convincing on film as they had hoped. To that end they elected to show the shark only in brief flashes, which turned out to be far more effective than the prolonged takes they had originally used.

· In the original script, Quint was killed off by drowning. The rope from the harpoon that he fires at the shark wraps around his foot and he is pulled under by the shark, calling for Brody to give him the Knife. (This was also the way the character was killed off in the book, and according to an interview with Steven Spielberg about this scene, it is similar to the way Ahab dies in Moby Dick.) However, it was decided that Quint should be eaten, so the script was changed to what is in the movie.

· Steven Spielberg played first clarinet for the beach scene.

· In the actual Jersey Beach shark attacks of 1916 (which Hooper mentions in the film), the sequence of attacks is similar to that of the film: a swimmer in the surf; a dog; and a boy and the leg of a man in a tidal slough.

· The "oceanographic institution on the mainland" that Matt Hooper comes from refers to the real-life Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Massachusetts.

· The mechanical shark used in the film was nicknamed "Bruce" by its handlers, and the "full body" version tours around museums, while "Bruce II" resides at the Universal Theme Parks and "bites at" tourists on the tour ride.

· Robert Shaw was also in trouble with the IRS and had to flee the country once his scenes were completed.

· The scenes missing from the video were not in the original it the movie was first televised. They needed fillers during editing for TV so they used that footage.

· This was the first movie to reach the coveted $100 million mark.

· When it was initially released in 1975, over 67 million Americans went to see that movie, making it the the first-ever summer "blockbuster".

· Robert Shaw could not stand Richard Dreyfuss and they argued all the time, which resulted in some good tension between Hooper and Quint.

· The average summer tourist population of Martha's Vineyard before the film was released was approximately 5,000 people. After it came out, the population ballooned to 15,000.

· Cameo: [Peter Benchley] reporter on the beach.

· Peter Benchley has mentioned that if he had known about the actual behavior of sharks, he would have never written the book.

· Cameo: [Steven Spielberg] voice on Quint's marine radio when Mrs. Brody tries to contact her husband on the Orca.

· On the Anniversary edition of this picture on DVD, it is revealed on the documentary of the making of the film that Lee Marvin was Spielberg's first choice for Quint. When he refused, Sterling Hayden was his next choice.

· Top grossing movies before June of 1975 1. The Godfather (1972), $85,747,184 2. The Sound of Music (1965), $83,891,000 3. Gone with the Wind (1939), $70,179,000 4. _Sting, The (1973) , $68,450,000 5. _Exorcist, The (1974)_ , $66,300,000.

· Two endings were tested in front of audiences. One ending had the shark just die from all the damage from with spears, etc. The more dramatic explosive ending was preferred by the test audience. Stuffing about 70 lb. of meat in the shark's head and exploding it with dynamite accomplished this effect.

· Amity Island is actually Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. Whereas Amity Island was also its own town, Martha's Vineyard has six different towns on it.

· The original UK video release of the 25th Anniversary version was wrongly labeled as a PG when it should have been a 12(due to Spielberg saying the F-word in the documentary). The mis-labeled videos have been withdrawn.

· Lee Marvin, Jon Voight and Sterling Hayden all turned down the opportunity to star in the film.

· Quint's name comes from the Latin word for "fifth". Quint is the fifth person killed by the shark (after Chrissie Watkins, Alex Kintner, disembodied head in boat, and Michael's sailing teacher).

· When composer John Williams originally played the score for Steven Spielberg, Spielberg laughed and said, "That's funny, John, really. But what did you really have in mind for the theme of 'Jaws'?"

· The scene where the head pops out from under the boat was not originally scripted. Director Steven Spielberg says he "got greedy" after he saw the preview audience's reaction to the scene where the shark jumps out behind Brody's head and wanted "one more scare."

· Quint's boat is named "Orca". In real life, the Orca whale (formerly known as "killer whale") is a known enemy of the shark.

· With the schedule ballooning from 52 to 155 days, Steven Spielberg had to juggle Universal's impossible deadlines, an unfinished script, chaotic conditions off Martha's Vineyard and a belligerent actor in Robert Shaw. On the last day of shooting, Spielberg wore his most expensive clothes to deter a dunking from the mutinous crew. As soon as the shot was captured, he jumped in a speedboat and sped shore wards yelling, "I shall not return."

· A scene filmed, but not included in the final release, was during the second beach attack. Brody's son, swimming in the "shallow area" is frozen in terror as the shark approaches him; the lifeguard saves his life by pushing the boy out of the way at the last minute and putting himself in the path of the shark. There is a shot of the bloody, dying lifeguard's upper body being dragged briefly along in the shark's jaws before being pulled underwater. Steven Spielberg shot the scene but decided it was far too gruesome, and didn't include it. The DVD release shows the scene being shot, blood and all, during the "Making of Jaws" documentary, but it is not included in ?deleted footage? or ?outtakes? sections of the DVD.

· The producers have said that had they read the book more than once, they would have known ahead of time that there would be problems filming the movie, and thus wouldn't have made it.

· There is a much-repeated story that a lot of the pain on Susan Backlinie's face (Chrissie Watkins, the first victim) is real, since as well as moving her about in the water, the frame she was strapped into was breaking her ribs. In a radio interview, she denied being injured.

· Roy Scheider stated in an interview that in the scene where Lee Fierro (Mrs. Kintner) smacks him in the face, she was actually hitting him. Apparently, the actress could not fake a slap and so the multiple takes were some of the "most painful" of his (Scheider's) acting career.

· Brody's line "You're gonna need a bigger boat" was ad-libbed by Roy Scheider.

· The "forward tracking, zoom out" shot used when Brody realizes Alex Kintner has been eaten has been called "the Jaws shot" by some video teachers who instruct students on using this move. However, this shot is merely a reverse of the "forward zoom and reverse tracking" shot invented by Irmin Roberts for the disorienting height shots in Vertigo (1958).

· When Roy Scheider, Robert Shaw and Richard Dreyfuss first realize the size of the shark, Shaw's character then goes inside and assembles a harpoon gun. The voice over the CB Radio that calls the "Orca" is Steven Spielberg's.

· After the surprise success of the film, Hollywood insiders ascribed the film's effectiveness mostly to veteran editor Verna Fields rather than the little-known, 28-year-old Steven Spielberg. Although he undoubtedly learned much from Fields, Spielberg wished to prove his worth in following films and never worked with Fields again. Needs to be said that from Jaws until Fields death, Spielberg only made three films: Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977), 1941 (1979) and Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981).

· Director Trademark: [Steven Spielberg] [music] 

· Director Trademark: [Steven Spielberg] [stars] 

· Director Trademark: [Steven Spielberg] [father] Ms. Kinter is a single mother.

· Composer 'John Williams (I) ' conducted the orchestra during the 1976 Academy Awards, so when it was announced that he won the Oscar for Best Score, he had to run up to the podium to accept his Oscar and then run back to continue conducting the orchestra.

	>>> WARNING: Here Be Spoilers <<<
Trivia items below here contain information that may give away important plot points. You may not want to read any further if you've not already seen this title.


· SPOILER: Steven Spielberg was among the collaborators who thought the film would be too depressing if Hooper was killed in his shark cage (it was written into the first draft of the script), as he was in the book, and so they decided to make it seem as if that was Hooper's fate but have him ultimately turn up alive.

· SPOILER: It has been well-reported that the scene where Ben Gardner's head shocks Hooper (Richard Dreyfuss) was added after Steven Spielberg screened the film for preview audiences. The added scene is certainly one of the great shocks of the movie. However, the addition throws off the next scene, in which Brody and Hooper try to convince the mayor not to open the beaches for July 4th weekend. Obviously the reason no one mentions Gardner's body is because when the scene with the mayor was filmed on Martha's Vineyard, Spielberg hadn't thought of having Gardner's head shock Hooper under the boat (in Peter Benchley's novel, Brody and deputy Hendricks find Gardner's wrecked boat and the shark tooth, but no Gardner; they conclude he was knocked overboard and eaten). It would have been too hard to redo the scene with Brody, Hooper and the mayor, so Spielberg just left it the way it was.

Movie Goofs

· Continuity: Brody's watch disappears when he is lounging on the beach with his wife.

· Continuity: When the fishermen try for the $3,000 bounty, Hooper tries to tell some men that they are overloading their boat. One of the men in a blue windbreaker descends the ladder to the boat twice.

· Continuity: The cleats that the shark pulls off the boat reappear.

· Continuity: When Hooper, Brody and Quint are preparing the cage for Hooper's confrontation with the shark, overhead shots show that the deck of the boat is dry. But scenes before and after show a few inches of water in the boat, a result of the shark battering in the Orca's side.

· Continuity: When Hooper and Brody are tying off the ropes on the back of the boat and Brody traps Hooper and pulls him free, the rope breaks when it snaps back. Yet in the next shot it's still tied around the boat.

· Revealing mistakes: Later in the movie the shark is chasing the fishing vessel Orca after the intrepid crew has harpooned it and put "three barrels" on him, which are clearly seen following them in the background of the shot. What is also clearly seen in this shot is the wake from the towline that attaches the barrels to the fishing vessel itself.

· Continuity: Quint's fishing chair on the Orca disappears and reappears periodically.

· Continuity: When the shark enters the pond and knocks the guy (Ted Grossman) off the boat, he doesn't have any shoes on. When we see his leg sink to the bottom it has a shoe on it.

· Continuity: The sunscreen on Chief Brody's nose disappears, reappears, etc. while he is aboard the Orca.

· Continuity: When Brody is filling out the report for the first victim (girl) he has the date the body was found as July 2, 1974. Later, when Mrs. Kitner puts the bounty out for the shark the poster reads that her son was killed on Sunday [sic] June 29. He was attacked after the girl.

· Crew or equipment visible: When Chief Brody is walking down the street of Amity early in the movie, the crew's lighting is seen in the reflection of his glasses.

· Continuity: In the close up scene where Hooper is in the shark tank, Jaws attacks and bends the bars on the cage out of shape. After Hooper exits the cage and swims to the bottom of the ocean, the shark is shown attacking an empty cage with all the bars perfectly in line.

· Continuity: When Quint first gets bit by the shark you can see blood on his mouth. It disappears until he gets bitten again and he then spits out blood.

· Crew or equipment visible: On the TV/video version of Chrissie's death scene, a fine wire can be seen connected to the buoy as she is being shaken about by the shark. This was probably used to stop it drifting out of shot. The wire has been removed on the DVD version.

· Continuity: When the mouth of the tiger shark is first opened on the dock there is blood on the mouth and in the back of its throat. After it has been hung up and when one of the boaters puts his head in its mouth, there is no blood.

· Continuity: The sea frequently goes from choppy to calm, and the skies from sunny to hazy, as we cut back and forth between characters on the Orca.

· Continuity: When Chrissie Watkins is found on the beach, her remaining hand has one ring. Later at the Coroner's Office when Hooper is viewing the body, he lifts her arm and she is wearing more rings.

· Continuity: When Brody boards the ferry and tells them to take him out to the Boy Scouts in the water, Larry Vaughn also boards the ferry. Although the ferry driver has not been given new instructions, he takes them all over to the other side to the ferry terminal, ignoring Brody's initial request.

· Factual errors: As Brody walks through Amity, the trees are bare, despite its being July.

· Boom mike visible: After the boat's engine has died and Hooper tells Brody and Quint that he will go into the shark cage, you can see a reflection of the boom mike in the window behind him, moving from left-to-right.

· Continuity: In the opening attack scene, the position of the sun/lighting changes from shot to shot.

· Continuity: The sun's position over the water, and subsequently the lighting, often changes from shot to shot - very noticeably when the kid surfaces with his fake shark fin, and in several scenes aboard the Orca.

· Continuity: When Hooper finds the shark tooth in the hull of Ben Gardner's boat, the point is sticking up, with the root end of the tooth embedded in the wood. If the shark had lost the tooth while biting into the hull, Hooper should have found the point stuck in the wood, with the root end exposed.

· Continuity: During Hooper's ooper's examination of Chrissie Watkins' remains, he comments that her head, neck, shoulders, left arm and portions of the rib cage are "intact". Moments later he lifts up her left arm, revealing massive tissue damage. Also, the shot where he lifts up the arm has different ambient noise, Hooper's line ("This is what happens...") sounds dubbed in, and the line is out of place in the middle of Hooper's dictation of an autopsy report; the shot appears to be an insert, possibly filmed at another time.

· Continuity: Before Quint shoots the third barrel at the shark, there are three barrels on the deck of the Orca. After he shoots the barrel and it goes into the water (leaving two behind), we still see three barrels in the background.

· Continuity: There are five yellow barrels on the Orca. After they get the third barrel in the shark, Quint walks past the barrels with his harpoon gun and there are still three barrels left.

· Factual errors: The Louisiana license plate which came out of the first shark reads "Sportsmen's Paradise", while the correct motto is "Sportsman's Paradise".

· Factual errors: The boy playing the clarinet is told that a '3' reed should be softer than a '2'. Reeds get harder as they increase in number value.

· Continuity: In one of the first scenes scene when Quint stands at the bow of the boat to shoot the shark with a harpoon, he takes aim at eye level with the camera behind him. But when the camera cuts in front of him he is shooting from hip level

· Errors made by characters (possibly deliberate errors by the filmmakers): When Brody is in his office typing a coroner's report, he misspells "coroner" - he types "corner".

· Continuity: Young Sean Brody is shown wearing light green swim trunks in the 4th of July sequence. He is seen sitting on the beach when the shark attacks the boat in the pond and his brother Michael is nearly killed. After Michael is dragged out of the water, there is a cut to Sean sitting on the beach crying, but he is wearing dark blue trunks. The shot was actually taken from the earlier beach scene where Alex is killed on his raft.

· Errors made by characters (possibly deliberate errors by the filmmakers): Quint's "Indianapolis speech" refers to the sinking of the ship as having occurred on June 29, 1945. It actually occurred on 30 July 1945.

· Crew or equipment visible: When Brody is on the beach during Alex Kitner's death, an island local approaches Brody and asks him to do a favor and the film crew is reflected in Brody's glasses.

· Crew or equipment visible: A bar of setlights is reflected in the air tank that Brody sends flying aboard the Orca.

· Continuity: When Jaws attacks Hooper's cage, there is live footage of a real Great White with a rope hanging from its mouth. This shark's mouth is clearly much smaller than Jaws' mouth when it attacks the boat moments later.

· Continuity: During the town meeting, the shot before Quint scrapes his fingers over a chalk drawing of a man-eating shark on the blackboard shows the back of the meeting room, including the blackboard. There is no drawing, and Quint is not in the shot, even though both are there a split second later.

· Errors made by characters (possibly deliberate errors by the filmmakers): One of Brody's deputies informs him that a bunch of Boy Scouts are in the bay doing the mile swim for their merit badges. The mile swim is a much prized award in Boy Scout aquatics, but is not required for any merit badges. It's an easy mistake for a non-Boy Scout to make.

· Continuity: In the "beach panic" sequence, many of the people running out of the water and past Chief Brody are obviously completely dry, despite having just run out of the water.

· Continuity: When Brody is doing the chum line for the second time you see that his cigarette has been lit for some time, yet when he has just seen Jaws for the first time and tells Quint, "...you're gonna need a bigger boat..." he is clearly smoking a freshly lit, full length cigarette.

Movie Filming Locations

Dangerous Reef, South Australia, Australia

Edgartown, Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, USA

Falmouth, Massachusetts, USA

Joseph Sylva State Beach, Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, USA

Menemsha, Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, USA

Oak Bluffs, Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, USA

Underwater, Santa Catalina Island, Channel Islands, California, USA
Alternate Versions
  Television versions feature additional scenes: extra scenes on tv included a longer discussion between the Mayor and Hendricks (the guy with the busted fence complains to the mayor) and one involving Quint buying piano wire from a music store.

  The Finnish video version lacks the goriest scenes (Quint bitten in the end, close-up of Ben Gardner's head, severed leg falling to the bottom etc.).

  The DVD release includes several deleted scenes which include:

· Brody feeds the dogs in the kitchen.

· Quint buys piano wire and berates a boy in a music shop.

· The shark hunters' flotilla battles amongst itself to pull up a tiger shark to claim the bounty.

· On the way to cut open the tiger shark, Hooper tells Brody about a $1200 phone bill and a girl who liked phone sex.

  On the laserdisc version, there is an additional deleted scene where Quint and his little friend are talking in a boathouse. His friend tells him he's not going with him to hunt the shark. Quint responds by calling him a "miserable little son of a b*tch."

  The television version cuts the shot of the man in the boat's leg sinking to the bottom of the ocean. The shot where Quint vomits blood as the shark bites into his stomach is cut. Most of the profanity is also removed.

  The recent 25th Anniversary release on VHS and DVD contained all new sound effects (even though the original release won the Oscar for Best Sound).

  Hooper discovers a dead body in a boat in the original release and TV version; in theater re-releases and on video it's a severed head.

  Another cut scene shown in the DVD (and also spliced into the film in some TV versions) has a longer conversation between Brody and Cassidy before Chrissy's body is discovered. In this cut, Cassidy's attitude toward Chrissy's disappearance is much colder: when he says "She must've drowned," he shows no emotion at all, and he quickly goes into a casual conversation about his rent and bills.
Movie Connections
Referenced in
Shark Jaws (1975) (VG)
The Giant Spider Invasion (1975)
The Magic of Hollywood... Is the Magic of People (1976)
Adventures of a Taxi Driver (1976)
Grizzly (1976)
Won Ton Ton, the Dog Who Saved Hollywood (1976)
Squirm (1976)
You gui zi (1976)
Claws (1977)
Tintorera (1977)
Snowbeast (1977) (TV)
The Spy Who Loved Me (1977)
Orca (1977)
The Hills Have Eyes (1977)
Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977)
Same Time, Next Year (1978)
The Alien Factor (1978)
Malibu Beach (1978)
The End (1978)
Attack of the Killer Tomatoes! (1978)
Agowa gongpo (1978)
Rescue from Gilligan's Island (1978) (TV)
Real Life (1979)
Alien (1979)
Meatballs (1979)
Zombi 2 (1979)
Killer Fish (1979)
Humanoids from the Deep (1980)
The Nude Bomb (1980)
The 52nd Annual Academy Awards (1980) (TV)
Maniac (1980)
Alligator (1980)
Piranha Part Two: The Spawning (1981)
Ultimo squalo, L' (1981)
Blow Out (1981)
Dogs of Hell (1982)
Coming Soon (1982) (V)
I Ought to Be in Pictures (1982)
Poltergeist (1982)
Fast Times at Ridgemont High (1982)
Creepshow (1982)
The Meaning of Life (1983)
Mr. Mom (1983)
Cujo (1983)
Never Say Never Again (1983)
Charade (1984)
Bloodbath at the House of Death (1984)
Shark rosso nell'oceano (1984)
Elvis Gratton: Le king des kings (1985)
Nine 1/2 Weeks (1986)
Crocodile Dundee (1986)
One Crazy Summer (1986)
Stakeout (1987)
Back to the Beach (1987)
Three O'Clock High (1987)
Midnight Crossing (1988)
Slugs, muerte viscosa (1988)
Lobster Man from Mars (1989)
K-9 (1989)
Tremors (1990)
Jason Goes to Hell: The Final Friday (1993)
The Beverly Hillbillies (1993)
Moment of Truth: Stalking Back (1993) (TV)
Tiny Toons Spring Break (1994) (TV)
Clerks. (1994)
Houseguest (1995)
Minnâ-yatteruka! (1995)
The Usual Suspects (1995)
Mallrats (1995)
Macabre Pair of Shorts (1996)
The Making of 'E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial' (1996) (V)
Deadly Contact (1996)
Walking and Talking (1996)
Breaking the Waves (1996)
Love Is All There Is (1996)
Escape from L.A. (1996)
Swingers (1996)
One Fine Day (1996)
Monster Mania (1997) (TV)
Chasing Amy (1997)
Hijacking Hollywood (1997)
Wag the Dog (1997)
Bug Buster (1998)
The Taylor Predicament (1998)
Half Baked (1998)
Biohazard 2 (1998) (VG)
Godzilla (1998)
Relax... It's Just Sex (1998)
AFI's 100 Years... 100 Movies (1998) (TV)
Lethal Weapon 4 (1998)
The Lesser Evil (1998)
Free Enterprise (1998)
Bride of Chucky (1998)
Cold Hearts (1999)
Staring at Headlights (1999)
She's Alive! Creating the Bride of Frankenstein (1999)
The Alien Legacy (1999) (V)
The World of Gods and Monsters: A Journey with James Whale (1999) (V)
Analyze This (1999)
From Dusk Till Dawn 2: Texas Blood Money (1999) (V)
King Cobra (1999)
Dogma (1999)
Mystery Men (1999)
Deep Blue Sea (1999)
Detroit Rock City (1999)
The Muse (1999)
Terror Firmer (1999)
Chicken Kiev (2000)
In the Shadow of Hollywood (2000)
Columbo: Murder with Too Many Notes (2000) (TV)
The Perfect Storm (2000)
What Lies Beneath (2000)
Nutty Professor II: The Klumps (2000)
Is It Fall Yet? (2000) (TV)
The Contender (2000)
Welcome to Hollywood (2000)
Krocodylus (2000)
Cast Away (2000)
Undertow (2001)
Beneath Loch Ness (2001)
The Mangler 2 (2001) (V)
Wendigo (2001)
Pacte des loups, Le (2001)
Shark Attack 2 (2001)
Costa! (2001)
Plotting 'Family Plot' (2001) (V)
Blow (2001)
The Making of 'Jaws 2' (2001) (V)
The Making of 'Close Encounters of the Third Kind' (2001) (V)
Terror i Rock 'n' Roll Önsjön (2001) (V)
AFI's 100 Years, 100 Thrills: America's Most Heart-Pounding Movies (2001) (TV)
Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within (2001)
Jurassic Park III (2001)
Shawshank: The Redeeming Feature (2001) (TV)
Joy Ride (2001)
Dieu est grand, je suis toute petite (2001)
Shark Hunter (2001)
The Music of 'AI' (2002) (V)
Hello, He Lied & Other Truths From the Hollywood Trenches (2002) (TV)
The Blair Thumb (2002) (V)
Film School Confidential (2002)
Pipe Dream (2002)
Dog Soldiers (2002)
Reel Radicals: The Sixties Revolution in Film (2002) (TV)
About a Boy (2002)
Bord de mer (2002)
Project Viper (2002)
Lilo & Stitch (2002)
Reign of Fire (2002)
Poppitz (2002)
Red Dragon (2002)
Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie (2002)
I Spy (2002)
Treasure Planet (2002)
Eddie Izzard: Circle (2002) (V)
An Evening with Kevin Smith (2002) (V)
Easy Riders, Raging Bulls: How the Sex, Drugs and Rock 'N' Roll Generation Saved Hollywood (2003)
Dead or Alive Xtreme Beach Volleyball (2003) (VG)
Aquanoids (2003)
Comic Relief 2003: The Big Hair Do (2003) (TV)
The Blockbuster Imperative (2003) (TV)
Jeepers Creepers II (2003)
Finding Nemo (2003)
AFI's 100 Years... 100 Heroes & Villains (2003) (TV)
Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl (2003)
Love Actually (2003)
Open Water (2003)
Riding in Vans with Boys (2003) (V)
Chainsaw Redux: Making a Massacre (2004) (V)
Chump Change (2004)
Jersey Girl (2004)
Shooting 'Panic Room' (2004) (V)
Scooby-Doo and the Loch Ness Monster (2004) (V)
Anacondas: The Hunt for the Blood Orchid (2004)
Empire of Dreams: The Story of the Star Wars Trilogy (2004) (TV)
The Last Shot (2004)
101 Most Unforgettable SNL Moments (2004) (TV)
Hai-Alarm auf Mallorca (2004) (TV)
The Last Bite (2005)
5-25-77 (2005)
Come Away Home (2005)

Spoofed in
Bacalhau (1975)
Ban jin ba liang (1976)
Queen Kong (1976)
American Tickler (1976)
Joys (1976) (TV)
Gums (1976)
The Pink Panther Strikes Again (1976)
Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977)
Piranha (1978)
1941 (1979)
Closet Cases of the Nerd Kind (1980)
Uchu kaijû Gamera (1980)
Airplane! (1980)
Caddyshack (1980)
Blood Beach (1981)
Saturday the 14th (1981)
Pandemonium (1982)
Hysterical (1983)
Oddballs (1984)
Top Secret! (1984)
Otto - Der Film (1985)
One Crazy Summer (1986)
The Secret of My Succe$s (1987)
Police Academy 5: Assignment: Miami Beach (1988)
Blades (1989)
Sly Spy (1989) (VG)
Back to the Future Part II (1989)
Jipangu (1990)
The Guyver (1991)
Lethal Weapon 3 (1992)
Trail Mix-Up (1993)
Jason Goes to Hell: The Final Friday (1993)
Ace Ventura: Pet Detective (1994)
Teeth (1996)
Kondom des Grauens (1996)
Blood (1997) (VG)
Chasing Amy (1997)
Jane Austen's Mafia! (1998)
Saturday Night Live: 25th Anniversary (1999) (TV)
Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo (1999)
Deep Blue Sea (1999)
Terror Firmer (1999)
The Road to El Dorado (2000)
Trees (2000)
Faccia di Picasso (2000)
Goodness Gracious Me: Back Where They Came From (2001) (TV)
Conker's Bad Fur Day (2001) (VG)
Osmosis Jones (2001)
50 Years of NBC Late Night (2001) (TV)
Big Fat Liar (2002)
The Formula (2002) (V)
Reign of Fire (2002)
The Master of Disguise (2002)
Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie (2002)
Grand Theft Auto: Vice City (2002) (VG)
Undead (2003)
Rugrats Go Wild! (2003)
Club Dread (2004)
The Root of All Evil (2004)
The Legend of the Tamworth Two (2004) (TV)
Shark Tale (2004)
7 Zwerge (2004)

Featured in
Gray Lady Down (1978)
Terror in the Aisles (1984)
Precious Images (1986)
The 65th Annual Academy Awards (1993) (TV)
100 Years at the Movies (1994)
The Universal Story (1995) (TV)
The Making of Steven Spielberg's 'Jaws' (1995) (V)
AFI's 100 Years... 100 Movies (1998) (TV)
"Biography of the Millennium: 100 People - 1000 Years" (1999) (mini)
Back to the Black Lagoon: A Creature Chronicle (2000) (V)
AFI's 100 Years, 100 Thrills: America's Most Heart-Pounding Movies (2001) (TV)
About a Boy (2002)
Jaws: The E! True Hollywood Story (2002) (TV)
A Decade Under the Influence (2003)
AFI's 100 Years... 100 Heroes & Villains (2003) (TV)
'Duel': A Conversation with Director Steven Spielberg (2004) (V)
The Ultimate Film (2004) (TV)

References
Revenge of the Creature (1955)
Moby Dick (1956)
Vertigo (1958)
Duel (1971/I) (TV)

Edited into
Jaws: The Revenge (1987)
Visions of Light (1992)
"I Love the '70s" (2003) (mini)

Followed by
Jaws 2 (1978)
Jaws 3-D (1983)
Jaws: The Revenge (1987)

Features
Killer Shark (1974) (VG)

Spin off
Jaws (1987) (VG)

Spoofs
Treasure Island (1950)

Movie Soundtrack

  "Show Me The Way To Go Home"
Written by Irving King
Performed by Robert Shaw, Roy Scheider and Richard Dreyfuss


  "I Honestly Love You"
Written by Olivia Newton-John
Performed by Olivia Newton-John


  "Spanish Ladies"
Traditional English shanty
Performed by Robert Shaw
Full Cast and Crew

Directed by

Steven Spielberg
 


Writing credits

Peter Benchley
 
(novel)

Peter Benchley
 
(screenplay) and

Carl Gottlieb
 
(screenplay)

Howard Sackler
 
(Indianapolis monologue) uncredited and

John Milius
 
(Indianapolis monologue) uncredited and

Robert Shaw
 
(Indianapolis monologue) uncredited

Cast (in credits order) verified as complete

Roy Scheider
.... 
Police Chief Martin Brody

Robert Shaw
.... 
Quint

Richard Dreyfuss
.... 
Matt Hooper

Lorraine Gary
.... 
Ellen Brody

Murray Hamilton
.... 
Mayor Larry Vaughn

Carl Gottlieb
.... 
Ben Meadows

Jeffrey Kramer
.... 
Deputy Leonard 'Lenny' Hendricks (as Jeffrey C. Kramer)

Susan Backlinie
.... 
Christine 'Chrissie' Watkins

Jonathan Filley
.... 
Tom Cassidy

Chris Rebello
.... 
Michael 'Mike' Brody

Jay Mello
.... 
Sean Brody

Lee Fierro
.... 
Mrs. Kintner

Jeffrey Voorhees
.... 
Alex M. Kintner

Craig Kingsbury
.... 
Ben Gardner

Dr. Robert Nevin
.... 
Medical Examiner

Peter Benchley
.... 
TV Interviewer

rest of cast listed alphabetically:

Ted Grossman
.... 
Boater

Chris Anastasio
.... 
Out of Towner (uncredited)

John Bahr
.... 
Beach Guitarist (uncredited)

Allison Caine
.... 
Additional Voices (voice) (uncredited)

Robert Carroll
.... 
Mr. Polk (uncredited)

Edward Chalmers Jr.
.... 
Mr. Denherder (uncredited)

Robert Chambers
.... 
Charlie (uncredited)

Denise Cheshire
.... 
First Victim/Swimming Girl (uncredited)

Fritzi Jane Courtney
.... 
Mrs. Taft (uncredited)

Cyprian R. Dube
.... 
Mr. Posner (uncredited)

Paul Goulart
.... 
Clarinet Player in Music Store (uncredited)

Duncan Inches
.... 
Townsperson (uncredited)

Belle McDonald
.... 
Mrs. Posner (uncredited)

Donald Poole
.... 
Frank Silva, Harbor Master (uncredited)

Steven Spielberg
.... 
Amity Point Lifestation Worker (voice) (uncredited)

Alfred Wilde
.... 
Harry Wiseman (uncredited)

Dick Young
.... 
Pratt (uncredited)

Produced by

David Brown
.... 
producer

Richard D. Zanuck
.... 
producer

Original Music by

John Williams
 


Cinematography by

Bill Butler
 


Film Editing by

Verna Fields
 


Production Design by

Joe Alves
 
(as Joseph Alves Jr.)

Set Decoration by

John M. Dwyer
 


Makeup Department

Del Armstrong
.... 
makeup artist (uncredited)

Verne Caruso
.... 
hair stylist (uncredited)

Production Management

James Fargo
.... 
unit production manager (as Jim Fargo)

Second Unit Director or Assistant Director

Barbara Bass
.... 
second assistant director

Tom Joyner
.... 
first assistant director

Joe Alves
.... 
second unit director (uncredited)

Verna Fields
.... 
second unit director (uncredited)

Art Department

Thomas Wright
.... 
production illustrator (uncredited)

Sound Department

John R. Carter
.... 
sound

Robert L. Hoyt
.... 
sound (as Robert Hoyt)

Gregory King
.... 
sound re-recording mixer (25th anniversary release)

Norval D. Crutcher III
.... 
sound effects editor (2000 restoration) (uncredited)

George Fredrick
.... 
sound editor (uncredited)

Gary S. Gerlich
.... 
sound supervisor (2000 restoration) (uncredited)

Walter A. Gest
.... 
sound adr recordist (uncredited)

Joseph Glassman
.... 
music editor (uncredited)

Roger Heman Jr.
.... 
sound (uncredited)

William Hooper
.... 
sound effects editor (2000 restoration) (uncredited)

Andy Koyama
.... 
2001 restoration sound re-recording mixer (uncredited)

Richard LeGrand Jr.
.... 
supervising sound editor (2000 restoration) (uncredited)

Earl Madery
.... 
sound (uncredited)

Colin C. Mouat
.... 
sound editor (uncredited)

Patrick O'Sullivan
.... 
sound editor (2000 restoration) (uncredited)

Walter Spencer
.... 
dialog editor: restoration (uncredited)

Roger Sword
.... 
sound editor (uncredited)

James Troutman
.... 
sound editor (uncredited) (as Jim Troutman)

Special Effects by

Robert A. Mattey
.... 
special effects

Kevin Pike
.... 
special effects assistant

Roy Arbogast
.... 
special mechanical effects (uncredited)

Stunts

Richard E. Butler
.... 
stunts (uncredited)

Howard Curtis
.... 
stunts (uncredited)

Ted Grossman
.... 
stunt coordinator (uncredited)

Ted Grossman
.... 
stunt double: Roy Scheider (uncredited)

Frank James Sparks
.... 
stunt double: Richard Dreyfuss (uncredited)

Dick Warlock
.... 
diving double: Richard Dreyfuss (uncredited)

Fred Zendar
.... 
stunts (uncredited)

Dick Ziker
.... 
additional stunt double: Roy Scheider (uncredited)

Dick Ziker
.... 
stunts (uncredited)

Other crew

Charlsie Bryant
.... 
script supervisor

Michael Chapman
.... 
camera operator

L.J.V. Compagno
.... 
thanks

William S. Gilmore
.... 
production executive (as William S. Gilmore Jr.)

Rexford L. Metz
.... 
underwater photographer (as Rexford Metz)

Shari Rhodes
.... 
location casting

Ron Taylor
.... 
live shark footage

Valerie Taylor
.... 
live shark footage

Fred Zendar
.... 
technical advisor (as Manfred Zendar)

Vito Carenzo
.... 
grip (uncredited)

William C. Carruth
.... 
assistant editor (uncredited)

Louise Clark
.... 
wardrobe: women (uncredited)

James A. Contner
.... 
assistant camera (uncredited)

Al Ebner
.... 
unit publicist (uncredited)

Robert Ellsworth
.... 
wardrobe: men (uncredited)

Rick Fields
.... 
assistant: Mr. Spielberg (uncredited)

Louis Goldman
.... 
still photographer (uncredited)

Jeff Gourson
.... 
assistant film editor (uncredited)

Paul Kegg
.... 
musician: cello (uncredited)

Olivia Newton-John
.... 
singer: "I Honestly Love You" (uncredited)

Fred Schuler
.... 
additional camera operator (uncredited)

Steven Spielberg
.... 
musician: clarinet in orchestra (uncredited)

Ronald Vidor
.... 
underwater camera operator (uncredited)

Ron Zarilla
.... 
camera operator (uncredited)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -


