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	SUPPLEMENTS

	· Audio commentary by Wes Anderson and co-writer Noah Baumbach
· "This Is An Adventure", a documentary by Antonio Ferrera, Albert Maysles, and Matthew Prinzing chronicling the production of the movie

· "Mondo Monda" - an Italian talk show featuring an interview with Wes Anderson and Noah Baumbach, with host Antonio Monda

· New video interview with composer and Devo member Mark Mothersbaugh
· Ten complete video performances of David Bowie songs in Portuguese by Brazilian recording artist Seu Jorge
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· Multiple interviews with the cast and crew with behind-the-scenes footage

· "Starz on the Set": behind-the-scenes featurette
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· Behind-the-scenes photos and original artwork from the film


Easter Eggs
Video intro to DVD, Outtakes & Short clip
Disc 1 
- Move the cursor up until an arrow appears next to 'The Criterion Collection' 
- Hit 'enter' and you can view a video introduction to the DVD from Antonio Monda 

Disc 1 
- Move the cursor to the 'Starz on the Set' 
- Press the up arrow 
- An arrow inside the ship map will appear, hit 'enter' and you will see outtakes featuring Wes Anderson putting Bill Murray through his paces 

Disc 2 
On the main menu, move the cursor until it is pointing to the sea floor just to the left of the Research Station (this can be a bit tricky but stay with it) 
- Hit enter and you will see a short clip featuring Bill Murray and documentarian Albert Maysles, who has a wicked hook shot 
Movie Review
by Sam Adams
A closing title may disavow any connection between The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou's titular oceanographer and Jacques Cousteau, but no disclaimer can separate Steve Zissou from the film's director and co-writer. Wes Anderson may prefer too-tight suits to Zissou's trademark knit cap and Speedo, but you'd be forgiven for confusing one explorer of strange worlds for another. They even share a crew: Anderson's sound mixer doubles as Zissou's boom man, and their script girls have the same given name (though one hopes Anderson's spends less time topless). 

By themselves, such in-jokes don't amount to much -- a touch of self-consciousness, or a nod to a faithful collaborator. But they're an indicator that the truth of The Life Aquatic is not to be found in the film's characteristically elegant surfaces, its hollow characters or its deliberately absurd plot, which involves a search for a creature most often referred to as "the jaguar shark, or whatever it is, if it exists." At its heart, The Life Aquatic is an ardent, eloquent defense of artistic fakery, and its ability to trigger emotions that are themselves quite real. 

With Rushmore and The Royal Tenenbaums, Anderson proved he is nothing if not an aesthete, and with the latter film, that he could be not much more. Like Tenenbaums, The Life Aquatic's tableaux are composed and art-decorated with microscopic precision, and the characters seem to have been conceived in a game of absurdist can-you-top-this? But in the new film, Robert Yeoman's camera is allowed to roam free, and Anderson doesn't make the mistake of pressing us to take the characters too seriously by trapping them in maudlin situations. Even a major character's death is announced by a wash of red over the lens, as if oozing lifeblood were just an excuse to try out a new color palette. 

Like the cast of any adventure movie, Steve Zissou's crew is a motley one, which Anderson composes with internationalist flair, from the Sikh cameraman to the Brazilian mate (City of God's Seu Jorge) whose main duty seems to be performing Portuguese versions of David Bowie songs. There's Willem Dafoe as Klaus Daimler, Zissou's neurotic right-hand man; Owen Wilson as Ned Plimpton, the commuter pilot who may or may not be Zissou's illegitimate son; and Cate Blanchett as Jane Winslett-Richardson, the perilously tan, visibly pregnant British journalist whose story may be Zissou's last shot at a comeback. 

It seems audiences have begun to suspect that Zissou's documentaries are not, shall we say, entirely factual, which may explain why Zissou's boat seems to boast many more filmmakers than oceanographers. Anderson quite explicitly couldn't care if Zissou's films are real or not; the moment when Zissou exclaims, "It's a documentary -- it's all really happening!" comes at the end of a bravura tracking shot designed to reveal that Zissou's four-story boat is, in fact, a giant cutaway set. The creatures who populate Zissou's undersea world are extravagant fakes like the "crayon pony fish" a child gives him in the opening scene, stop-motion creations that recall the monsters in Ray Harryhausen movies. (The animation here is by Henry Selick of The Nightmare Before Christmas.) Anderson's gambit is to create overtly false images of such beauty that you want to believe in them anyway, like a night tide of "electric jellyfish" strewn like moist, glowing jewels along the beach. Reality, so Anderson would like to remind us, isn't so interesting that it couldn't use a dash of style. 

The trouble is that, unlike filmmakers from Luchino Visconti to the Wachowski brothers, Anderson's style doesn't seem to spring from a system of belief. It's hard to know what viewers who don't key into The Life Aquatic's subtext will make of it. There wasn't a moment when I felt for any of the characters or cared what happened next, and though the film is full of sharp gags, they don't build to any apparent purpose; it's a riff without a melody. The Life Aquatic is loaded with references -- the boat set evokes Jerry Lewis' The Ladies Man, while Zissou's trip in a hot-air balloon recalls Peter O'Toole's descent from the heavens in The Stunt Man -- but the most obvious touchstone is François Truffaut's Day for Night, a paean to the filmmaking process in which the end product is incidental. The focus on process, on "the life," is why the only thing Anderson's movie shares with 8 1/2 is Cinecitta.

Based on The Life Aquatic, it seems fair to venture that Wes Anderson feels about making movies the way Steve Zissou does about undersea exploration; financiers willing, he'd spend the rest of his life down there. At the tenderest moment in their thorny relationship, Ned asks his maybe-father, "Do you ever wish you could breathe underwater?" There's little question Anderson, like his cinematic counterpart, would answer affirmatively. But no matter how beautiful the sea, sometimes you have to break the surface. 

Movie Business Data

Budget
$25,000,000 (estimated)

Opening Weekend
$113,085 (USA) (12 December 2004) (2 Screens)
€185,484 (Italy) (6 March 2005) (128 Screens)
€15,438 (Netherlands) (6 March 2005) (10 Screens)

Gross
$24,006,726 (USA) (27 February 2005)
$23,965,459 (USA) (20 February 2005)
$23,867,161 (USA) (13 February 2005)
$23,710,521 (USA) (6 February 2005)
$23,464,386 (USA) (30 January 2005)
$22,968,168 (USA) (23 January 2005)
$22,120,583 (USA) (16 January 2005)
$19,449,138 (USA) (9 January 2005)
$14,794,828 (USA) (2 January 2005)
$4,955,054 (USA) (26 December 2004)
$311,689 (USA) (19 December 2004)
$113,085 (USA) (12 December 2004)

Weekend Gross
$23,743 (USA) (27 February 2005) (32 Screens)
$54,624 (USA) (20 February 2005) (51 Screens)
$88,093 (USA) (13 February 2005) (74 Screens)
$147,179 (USA) (6 February 2005) (126 Screens)
$270,035 (USA) (30 January 2005) (206 Screens)
$527,088 (USA) (23 January 2005) (425 Screens)
$1,612,119 (USA) (16 January 2005) (907 Screens)
$2,744,639 (USA) (9 January 2005) (1,105 Screens)
$4,424,122 (USA) (2 January 2005) (1,105 Screens)
$4,547,181 (USA) (26 December 2004) (1,105 Screens)
$98,787 (USA) (19 December 2004) (2 Screens)
$113,085 (USA) (12 December 2004) (2 Screens)

Admissions
2,348 (Norway) (10 March 2005)

Filming Dates
16 September 2003 - ??

Movie Trivia 
· Gwyneth Paltrow was originally set to play Jane Winslett-Richardson, but couldn't because of schedule conflicts. Nicole Kidman expressed interest and Wes Anderson hired her. Kidman was forced to bow out due to other commitments, and Julianne Moore requested the role. However, it eventually went to Cate Blanchett. Anderson admitted the character name was inspired by actress Kate Winslet. Blanchett played the part while actually pregnant.

· During filming, Bill Murray became a certified diver, logging over 40 hours.

· The space suit in the Adventurers' Club is from another Touchstone movie, Mission to Mars (2000).

· The film is dedicated to Jacques-Yves Cousteau; Cousteau's ship was The Calypso. Zissou's ship is called the Belafonte; Harry Belafonte became famous singing Calypso songs.

· Director Trademark: [Wes Anderson] [Final Shot] The last shot slows down from normal speed to slow motion.

· The character of "Wolodarsky" was named after director Wes Anderson's close friend Wallace Wolodarsky, probably best-known as a writer on "The Simpsons" (1989).

· Bill Murray couldn't accept his BAFTA Award for his performance in Lost in Translation (2003) personally because he was in Italy filming this movie.

· Steve Zissou was written with Bill Murray in mind and according to Wes Anderson, it "could have been no one else".

· An eel, dubbed the "Hermes Eel", is patterned after an Hermes scarf.

· One fish dubbed the "hydronicus inverticus" was left at the cutting room floor because it was deemed too ridiculous. It is a fish that can turn itself inside out.

· A 50-year-old minesweeper vessel bought and towed from South Africa served as the Belafonte.

· Wes Anderson has stated the walking sequence in the final credits is an homage to The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai Across the 8th Dimension (1984), also starring Jeff Goldblum.

· The red woolen caps worn by the characters are a reference to Jacques-Yves Cousteau, famed underwater film-maker and co-inventor of the modern aqualung.

· In the scene where Steve Zissou stumbles on the kidnappers playing cards, one of the kidnappers can be seen wearing a hat featuring the "longhorn" logo of the University of Texas. Wes Anderson graduated from the University of Texas at Austin.

· In Wes Anderson's earlier film, Rushmore (1998), there is a shot of Max Fisher on his go-kart which is a direct homage to a Jacques Henri Lartigue photograph. The man in this photo, as well as others taken by Lartigue is named Zissou.

· Seu Jorge plays the character of "Pelé Dos Santos". The name is a combination of two Brazilian former superstars of soccer, Pelé and Manuel Francisco dos Santos, aka Garrincha. Brazil's national team never lost when both were playing.

· In the scene where Steve discovers the pirates playing cards, Hennessey wears a t-shirt with "I'm a pepper" on it. This is the same t-shirt worn by the gun seller in the original Bottle Rocket short.

· The original script called for the pirates to be Indonesians but since there weren't enough of an Indonesian population in Italy where this film was shot, it was changed to Filipinos.

Movie Goofs

  Continuity: During the deserted island hotel scene, a red vehicle can be seen traveling in the background behind the hotel

  Continuity: After Hennessey and the Stooge are rescued from the pirates, and Team Zissou are in the midst of a shoot-out behind an old jeep, Hennessey is clearly wearing flip-flops. However, when the team reach the boat, he has gained a pair of brown boots.

  Continuity: When they find the Jaguar Shark at the end of the film, Steve says he doesn't want to blow it up now, plus they used up all of they're dynamite fighting the pirates. However, when Team Zissou is escaping the pirate island on a boat, Wooladarsky is clearly holding a half-dozen sticks of dynamite.

  Continuity: When Hennessy is speaking to Steve on his boat, there is a stain on his yellow couch that disappears and reappears in between shots.

  Continuity: At the start of the movie members of the crew are issued with Glock pistols. However when they fire the pistols (particularly at the abandoned hotel) the pistols turn into Barettas.

  Continuity: Steve peels the tape off Bill Ubell's mouth when he rescues him from the pirates, and several days' growth of beard is plainly visible. Moments later, when they are running toward the beach and they reach the boy cooking lobster over a small fire, Bills beard is noticeably thinner.

  Factual errors: The word "terrified" is misspelled as "terrifed" in the subtitles early in the movie.

  Continuity: When Ned is shining his shoes in his cabin and Steve comes to speak with him, the clock goes backwards between shots from 9:50 to 9:40.

  Continuity: The "Belafonte" model is shown with an observation dome built onto the bow of the ship. It is also mentioned by Zissou. When the ships bow is exposed cresting a wave, there is no evidence of any structure below the waterline at the bow.

  Continuity: When Team Zissou boards the pirates' boat to escape, the door on the safe is facing the port side, but when they try to open it, its door is facing the bow.

  Continuity: When Jane explains she is reading a six-volume novel aloud because she wants her unborn baby to hear it, Ned asks if he can stay and listen for a while. He clears books from a chair and sits down, but these are six volumes of books with identical bindings. Together with the volume Jane is holding in her hands, that would make seven. 
Movie Filming Locations

Cinecittà, Rome, Lazio, Italy
(studio)

Florence, Tuscany, Italy
Italy
Marineland, Antibes, Alpes-Maritimes, France
Naples, Campania, Italy
Rome, Lazio, Italy
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Pirate
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Pirate
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Pirate (as Tatyo Yamanouchi)
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Pirate
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Pirate
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.... 
Water Taxi Driver

Begni Bok Dong
.... 
Young Ogata

Daniel Acon
.... 
Former Team Zissou, Antarctica

Alexander Hamilton
.... 
Former Team Zissou, Antarctica

Leica
.... 
Cody

Produced by

Wes Anderson
.... 
producer

Dan Beers
.... 
associate producer

Barry Mendel
.... 
producer

Scott Rudin
.... 
producer

Rudd Simmons
.... 
executive producer

Enzo Sisti
.... 
co-producer

Original Music by

Mark Mothersbaugh
 


Non-Original Music by

Rod Argent
 
(song "The Way I Feel Inside")
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(song "Staralfur")

David Bowie
 
(song "Life on Mars?")

David Bowie
 
(song "Queen Bitch")

David Bowie
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Cinematography by

Stefano Falivene
 
(additional photography)
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Film Editing by
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Casting by

Douglas Aibel
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Mark Friedberg
 


Art Direction by
Stefano Maria Ortolani
 


Marco Trentini
 


Set Decoration by
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Costume Design by

Milena Canonero
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Production Management
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assistant to coordinators

Pete Romano
.... 
underwater photographer

Adam Rosenberg
.... 
assistant: Scott Rudin

Sigur Rós
.... 
music performers: "Staralfur"

Annalisa Schmid
.... 
accommodation coordinator

Jon Silk
.... 
assistant: Scott Rudin

Lorene Simpson
.... 
digital intermediate producer

Tara Subkoff
.... 
special thanks

Michael R. Taylor
.... 
post-production assistant

Andrea Tolomei
.... 
set dressing runner

Emiliano Topai
.... 
second assistant camera: "a" camera

Alberto Torrecilla
.... 
additional first assistant camera

Roger Udwin
.... 
assistant coordinator: animation unit

Gore Vidal
.... 
thanks

Carlo Vinciguerra
.... 
gaffer

Joan Washington
.... 
pre-production coach: Cate Blanchett

Danlee Winegar
.... 
assistant: Cate Blanchett

Wallace Wolodarsky
.... 
special thanks

Annie Yun
.... 
costume assistant

Gina Zappala
.... 
assistant editor

Maryan Zurek
.... 
assistant underwater camera

Annemarie van de Mond
.... 
script supervisor

Andrew Kahn
.... 
assistant: Scott Rudin (uncredited)
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