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Easter Eggs
Outtakes |  1.0 / 5 

On Page One of the Special Features menu, highlight the "Exclusive Interview with Frank Sinatra, George Axelrod and John Frankenheimer" selection.

With this selection highlighted, press up and a diamond on the card to the right will be illuminated. 

By pressing Enter on your remote, a 25-second outtake from director William Friedkin's interview session for this Special Edition DVD is played. 
Movie Review
October 25, 1962 

Screen: 'The Manchurian Candidate':Laurence Harvey and Frank Sinatra Star Brainwashing Is Theme of New Film 

By BOSLEY CROWTHER 
WITH the air full of international tension, the film "The Manchurian Candidate" pops up with a rash supposition that could serve to scare some viewers half to death—that is, if they should be dupes enough to believe it, which we solemnly trust they won't.

Its story of a moody young fellow who was captured by the Communists during the Korean campaign and brain-washed by them to do their bidding as a high-level assassin when he gets home to America is as wild a piece of fiction as anything Alfred Hitchcock might present, but it could agitate some grave imaginings in anxious minds these days, especially since it is directed and acted in a taut and vivid way.

Presumably it was intended as a thriller with overtones of social and political satire—a deliberate double-barreled shot at the vicious practice of brain-washing, whether done by foreign militarists or by fanatical politicians working on the public here at home. That was the evident purpose of the novel of Richard Condon, on which it is based.

But somewhere along in the turning of the novel into the film that opened yesterday at the Astor, at the Trans-Lux 85th and at some 13 other theaters in the metropolitan area, the figure of the Communist-triggered killer loomed out of all proportion to the ridiculous United States Senator who is set up as his thematic counterpart.

The menace of this fellow, the hypnotized hero with a gun waiting to do the bidding of the Moscow Frankensteins, becomes so ominous and pervasive that the rabid, red-bating senator — his step-father, managed by his mother — becomes no more than a dunce, a joke. Whatever chance of balanced satire and ironic point there might have been in the subtle equating of these two firebrands is lost in the script of George Axelrod.

Also the basic suppositions, which might be more tolerable in a clearly satiric context, are extremely hard to take as here put forth. We are asked to believe that, in three days, a fellow could be brainwashed to the point that two years later, he would still be dutifully submissive to his brainwashers' spell. And the nature of the plot and its key figure here in this country, when finally revealed, are so fantastic that one is suspicious of the author's sincerity.

With that said, however, it must be added that the film is so artfully contrived, the plot so interestingly started, the dialogue so racy and sharp and John Frankenheimer's direction is so exciting in the style of Orson Welles when he was making "Citizen Kane" and other pictures that the fascination of it is strong. So many fine cinematic touches and action details pop up that one keeps wishing the subject would develop into something more than it does.

Laurence Harvey is impressive as the killer—a darkly moving evil force—until he has to perform the nonsense that is worked out for him at the end. Frank Sinatra is slightly over-zealous and too conspicuous with nervous ties to carry complete conviction as the army major (also a brainwash victim) who breaks the case. But Angela Lansbury is intense as the killer's mother, James Gregory is vulgar and droll as the senator (modeled after Joseph R. McCarthy) and Khigh Dhiegh plays a villain handsomely.

With so much in it that examples a dynamic use of the screen, it is too bad that "The Manchurian has so little to put across.

Box Office Information
Rentals
$4,180,630 (USA)

Filming Dates
January 1962 -  February 1962
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	Best Film Editing
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Movie Trivia 
· Senator Iselin's plane in real life was owned by Frank Sinatra.

· One scene was filmed at the Bar and Grill that Frank Sinatra's friend Jilly Rizzo owned in New York City.

· Frank Sinatra broke one of his fingers in the fight sequence with Henry Silva.

· Angela Lansbury, who was only 36 at the time of filming, was only three years older than Laurence Harvey who played her son.

· All the members of the platoon in Korea are named after cast and crew of "The Phil Silvers Show" (1955).

· It took a full week to film the opening dream sequence. Director John Frankenheimer rushed a rough edit of the sequence to Sinatra, then decided to keep the cut in the final movie unchanged.

· In the scene where Frank Sinatra gives the all-queens deck of cards to Laurence Harvey, Sinatra is out of focus. Sinatra had trouble recreating his performance, so director John Frankenheimer left the footage as-is. Audiences weren't bothered; they interpreted it as Harvey's blurred perspective.

· Frank Sinatra wanted Lucille Ball for the role played by Angela Lansbury.

· When Captain Marco is shown a photo of the Communist official Gomel (Reggie Nalder) at a child's birthday party, the two children in the photo are actually the children of screenwriter 'George Axelrod (I)' .

· The coffee table that Frank Sinatra smashed his hand through in the fight scene was not a break-away prop - he actually smashed his hand through the wooden table, permanently damaging the little finger on his right hand. The effect was so dramatic, it was left in the film.

· The topic of the movie was considered politically so highly sensitive it was censored and prohibited just before its theatrical release in many of the former 'Iron Curtain' countries, such as Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria - and even in neutral countries such as Finland and Sweden. The theatrical premiere for most of those countries was held after the collapse of Soviet Union in 1993.

· The scenes of the convention were filmed at the Old Madison Square Garden on 8th ave at 49th street . The last event ever held there was in Febuary 1968 . It was torn down shortly after closing and today an office tower stands on the site.

· Contrary to popular belief, the film was not pulled from circulation following the 1963 assassination of President John F. Kennedy. The film made its American television debut on The CBS Thursday Night Movies in September 1965 (source: Broadcasting magazine), and was repeated on that network later that season before turning up for third and fourth network showings on NBC in spring 1974 (source: TV Guide) and summer 1975 (source: Variety). Only when the rights reverted to Frank Sinatra later that decade did the film disappear from view. Sinatra's neglect in keeping the film in distribution gave rise to the legend that it was suppressed because of its alleged role in Lee Harvey Oswald's (alleged) assassination of the 35th president. The legend was further perpetuated when Sinatra, in alliance with MGM/UA, re-released the film to theaters in 1988. When the rumor was debunked in an article in Films In Review, another myth, one claiming that Sinatra and UA had a dispute about the profits, took its place. The myth survives to this day, but it is pure fiction.

· George Axelrod copied the lecture about hydrangeas verbatim from a seed catalogue.

· Frank Sinatra refers to Orestes and Clytemnestra when he is talking to Laurence Harvey. Clytemnestra was the wife of Agamemnon who, with her lover Aegisthus, murdered him and took over the throne. Orestes, the son of Clytemnestra, later killed them both.

· A scene where Laurence Harvey jumps in Central Park lake was shot on the coldest day in 30 years. They had to break the foot-thick ice on the lake with a bulldozer before the scene could be shot.

· One of the first Hollywood films to use martial arts in a key fight sequence (between Frank Sinatra and Henry Silva), over a decade before the Kung Fu craze of the 1970s. The earliest, however, may well be in Blood on the Sun (1945), with its climactic judo bout involving James Cagney.

· Prior to commissioning of the book as a movie, Arthur Krim, the then President of United Artists and Finance Chairman of the Democratic Party, is known to have felt uneasy about its subject matter. President John F. Kennedy, as a favor to his friend Frank Sinatra, called Krim to let him know that he had no objection to a film version being made.

· Famous for his use of innovative camera angles, director John Frankenheimer was widely acclaimed for a shot that is slightly out of focus. Frankenheimer said that rather than the shot being evidence of inspiration, it was an accident and merely the best take for actor Frank Sinatra.

· The army psychiatrist in this movie was the first black actor cast in a part that wasn't specified as a black character.

Movie Goofs

· Continuity: In Shaw's flashback of the summer with Josie Jordan, he is seen eating a meal with Josie and Senator Jordan. Halfway through the shot, it is simply reversed. You then see Shaw removing a piece of meat from his mouth with a fork and attaching it back to the meat on his plate with a knife.

· Errors in geography: Shaw's and Marco's journeys through Central Park do not accurately reflect the real layout of the famous park.

· Crew or equipment visible: The camera's shadow is visible on the bust of 'Abraham Lincoln' .

· Anachronisms: In the opening sequence the bar in Korea has a US flag with 50 stars. During the Korean War there were only 48 states and hence only 48 stars on the US Flag.

· Anachronisms: Although almost of the film takes place in mid-'50s following the Korean War, several early-1960s model cars can be scene in various scenes around New York City.

· Continuity: When Rosie and Ben meet on the train, the train passes the same water tower and countryside twice.

· Errors made by characters (possibly deliberate errors by the filmmakers): While speaking on the Senate floor, Iselin addresses the chair as "Mr. Speaker"; the presiding officer of the US Senate is the "President" (a post officially held by the Vice President), not the "speaker", thus the form of address is "Mr. President".

· Continuity: At the end of the movie, when Raymond Shaw targets the presidential candidate Benjamin Arthur through the sniper scope, the first shot shows people sitting directly behind the Arthur. In subsequent shots, no one is sitting behind Arthur.

· Boom mike visible: The shadow of the boom mike is visible upon the face of the guy who requests Shaw be tested first before being release to an American operator.

· Anachronisms: When Dr. Yen Lo makes his little "yak dung" joke he parodies the famous advertising jingle "(Winston) tastes good like a cigarette should". Unfortunately, the cigarette and its advertising slogan weren't introduced until 1954, a year after the end of the Korean War so the Dr. couldn't have made the joke. It was amusing for a 1963 audience for whom the Winston jingle was ubiquitous.

· Anachronisms: After the fight between Sinatra and Silva, the movie marquee shows Pirates of Tortuga (1961) playing with Pinocchio (1940). Although Pinocchio (1940) was released in 1940 and could be playing, Pirates of Tortuga (1961) wasn't released until 1961. The time frame in the movie is 2 years after the events in 1952, therefore 1954.

Movie Filming Locations

67 Riverside Drive, Manhattan, New York City, New York, USA

    (Shaw's apartment interiors/exteriors)

Felt Forum, Felt Forum, Madison Square Garden - 4 Pennsylvania Plaza, Manhattan, New York City, New York, USA

Franklin Canyon, Santa Monica Mountains, Los Angeles, California, USA

    (Korea)

New York City, New York, USA

Olympic Auditorium - 1801 S. Grand Avenue, Downtown, Los Angeles, California, USA

Santa Monica Airport, Santa Monica, California, USA

    (Washington airport)
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uncredited

Cast (in credits order) verified as complete
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
Chunjin
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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Mary Benoit
.... 
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.... 
Medical Officer (uncredited)
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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.... 
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Mimi Dillard
.... 
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Joan Douglas
.... 
Woman in Lobby (uncredited)
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.... 
Woman in Lobby (uncredited)

Mickey Finn
.... 
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.... 
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Lee Tung Foo
.... 
Man in Lobby (uncredited)

John Francis
.... 
Hiken (uncredited)

Paul Frees
.... 
Narrator (voice) (uncredited)

Ralph Gambina
.... 
Man in Lobby (uncredited)

Joe Gray
.... 
Soldier (uncredited)

Tom Harris
.... 
FBI Agent (uncredited)

Maggie Hathaway
.... 
Woman in Lobby (uncredited)

Maye Henderson
.... 
Chairlady (uncredited)

Sam 'Kid' Hogan
.... 
Man in Lobby (uncredited)

Harry Holcombe
.... 
General (uncredited)

John Indrisano
.... 
Reporter (uncredited)

Miyoshi Jingu
.... 
Miss Gertrude (uncredited)

Rita Kenaston
.... 
Woman in Lobby (uncredited)

Helen Kleeb
.... 
Chairlady (uncredited)

Lou Krugg
.... 
Manager (uncredited)

John Lawrence
.... 
Grossfeld (uncredited)

Richard LePore
.... 
Pvt. Ed Mavole (uncredited)

Tom Lowell
.... 
Pvt. Bobby Lembeck (uncredited)

Michael Masters
.... 
FBI Agent (uncredited)

Marquita Moll
.... 
Soprano (uncredited)

Reggie Nalder
.... 
Gomel (uncredited)

Frances E. Nealy
.... 
Woman in Lobby (uncredited)

Karen Norris
.... 
Secretary (uncredited)

Richard Norris
.... 
Reporter (uncredited)

Julie Payne
.... 
Party Guest (uncredited)

Robert Riordan
.... 
Presidential Nominee Benjamin K. Arthur (uncredited)

Anna Shin
.... 
Korean Girl (uncredited)

Ray Spiker
.... 
Policeman (uncredited)

Irving Steinberg
.... 
Freeman (uncredited)

William Thourlby
.... 
Little (uncredited)

Raynum K. Tsukamoto
.... 
Man in Lobby (uncredited)

Jeanne Vaughn
.... 
Nurse (uncredited)

Anton von Stralen
.... 
Officer (uncredited)

James Yagi
.... 
Chinese officer (uncredited)
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makeup artist
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makeup artist
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.... 
makeup artist
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.... 
hair stylist: Janet Leigh

Mary Westmoreland
.... 
hair stylist

Second Unit Director or Assistant Director
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.... 
assistant director (as Joseph Behm)

Art Department
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.... 
property master
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.... 
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.... 
music editor
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