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Movie Review
November 2, 1974 

Film: Brian De Palma's 'Phantom of the Paradise':Rock Music Impresario Sells Soul for Youth 

By VINCENT CANBY 
Brian De Palma's "Phantom of the Paradise" is a very busy movie.

Among other things it attempts to be a put-on of "Faust," "The Phantom of the Opera," "The Picture of Dorian Gray," rock music, the rock music industry, rock music movies and horror movies.

The problem is that since all of these things, with the possible exception of "Faust" (and I'm not really sure about "Faust"), already contain elements of self-parody, there isn't much that the outside parodist can do to make the parody seem funnier or more, absurd than the originals already are.

"Phantom of the Paradise," which opened yesterday at the Trans-Lux East, is about an evil, pint-size rock music impresario named Swan (Paul Williams), who has sold his soul for eternal youth and an exclusive franchise on the soul-buying business in the music industry. It's also about an innocent young composer named Winslow Leach (William Finley), whose music is stolen by Swan and who becomes the murderous phantom of Swan's new rock palace, the Paradise, after his head gets badly mashed in a record-pressing machine.

At one point or another just about everybody in the film sells his soul to Swan (with much signing of heavy, thick legal documents in blood), including a pretty rock singer (Jessica Harper), the girl the Phantom loves and cherishes from afar.

Mr. De Palma is a very funny man, as he has shown in marvelously eccentric comedies such as "Greetings" and "Hi, Mom," and even in his more conventional films, "Get to Know Your Local Rabbit" and "Sisters." Compared with even the least of these, "Phantom of the Paradise" is an elaborate disaster, full of the kind of facetious humor you might find on bumper stickers and cocktail coasters.

The movie spends much too much time just laying out the plot, which is fatal to parody of any sort. It also becomes quite enchanted with its own special photograpic effects, as well as with its bizarre sets, which, because there's very little of interest going on within them, become the mildly amusing surrogate subjects of the film.

Almost redeeming the movie is the rock score, by Mr. Williams, and the comic orchestrations that trace the evolution of rock from the duck-tailed, surfing nineteen-fifties and sixties to the seventies and the triumphant emergence of androgyny. The concert scenes — filled with pandemonium, blinking lights and extraordinary sounds—are well staged but hardly seem worth the terrific time and effort that must have been required. Almost any A.I.P. "Beach" picture or Vincent Price horror film, being the real thing, is funnier.

Movie Awards

	Academy Awards, USA

	Year
	Result
	Award
	Category/Recipient(s)

	1975 
	Nominated
	Oscar
	Best Music, Scoring Original Song Score and/or Adaptation
Paul Williams 
George Aliceson Tipton 


Movie Trivia 
· The character Philbin, who is the chief henchman of the villain Swan, borrows his last name from Mary Philbin, star of The Phantom of the Opera (1925).

· The "Death Records" secretary's card index includes files on Alice Cooper, David Geffen, Bette Midler, Peter Fonda, Dick Clark and 'Kris Kristofferson' .

· On Phoenix's mirror after the concert in which she becomes a star is a magazine ad with the headline "I'm a Harper's Freak". Phoenix was played by Jessica Harper.

· At the airport when Beef is introduced, the "Death Records" logo on the podium was superimposed over the original logo for "Swan Song" records to avoid conflict with Led Zeppelin's record label.

· The Death Records logo is optically printed over the originally planned "Swan Song" label at several points in the film

· Cameo: [Rod Serling] introductory voiceover.

· Phantom was a box office flop the year it came out. The only place in North America where the film had lasting power was in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada where it stayed on the screens for months.

· Sissy Spacek is credited as "set dresser" for this film. As she was already an established actor when this film was made, one can assume that she took the job to assist her boyfriend, Jack Fisk, who was the film's production designer.

· William Finley came up with the bird motif of the Phantom costume, a collaboration with costume designer Rosanna Norton.

· According to William Finley, the record press in which his Winslow character was disfigured was a real pressing plant (it was an injection-molding press at an Ideal Toy Co. plant). He was worried about whether the machine would be safe, and the crew assured that it was. The press was fitted with foam pads (which resemble the casting molds in the press), and there were chocks put in the center to stop it from closing completely. Unfortunately, the machine was powerful enough to crush the chocks that it gradually kept closing. It was Finley's speed and timing that saved him from truly being hurt, as he got his head out just in time. Incidentally, his scream in the scene was real.

· Gerrit Graham has talked about the infamous "musical chairs" casting, where William Finley almost wound up with no part to play. The studio considered casting Paul Williams as Winslow, Graham as Swan and Peter Boyle as Beef. Williams turned down the role of Winslow not only because he didn't feel physically fit or menacing for the role, but he didn't want to use the role of Winslow as a message against the recording industry. Somehow, Boyle was unavailable, Graham took the Beef role, and Finley ultimately took the Winslow role. In fact, director Brian De Palma actually wrote the part with his colleague Finley in mind. William Finley said in a recent interview that Jon Voight was at one time considered for the role of Swan.

· The character of Winslow Leach (the Phantom) was named after director Brian De Palma's mentor, Wilford Leach.

· The single-edit, "time bomb in the car trunk" sequence is an homage to Orson Welles' famous opening for Touch of Evil (1958).

· Gerrit Graham's singing voice was dubbed by Ray Kennedy.

Movie Goofs

· Continuity: When Winslow is discovered by policemen in Swan's garden, the flashing red light seems to be on the left both of policemen and Winslow.

· Continuity: At the airport, one of the "Undeads" has a bandage on his hand and a splint on one finger. During the rehearsals he is wearing a full sling and (apparently) a cast on the arm. During the actual performance in the next scene he has no splints, casts or sling.

· Crew or equipment visible: There's a shadow of the camera and the cameraman visible on the blue car at the end of the "bomb in the trunk" sequence.

· Continuity: There are only two scenes in the film where you can actually see Winslow's scars under the mask, specifically on his chin. One is when he first attacks Swan in the hallway. The other is with Phoenix on the roof. At all other times in the film, there is no scarring visible anywhere on his face.

· Continuity: Swan is sitting watching his tape, after the car blows up on stage and sees the Phantom for the first time, in a black suit with a red shirt. When he comes out of the room and sees Winslow he is wearing a tan suit with a white shirt.

Movie Connections
Version of
Phantom der Oper, Das (1916)
The Phantom of the Opera (1925)
Phantom of the Opera (1943)
"Fantasma de la ópera, El" (1960) (mini)
The Phantom of the Opera (1962)
Ye ban ge sheng - Shang ji (1962)
The Phantom of Hollywood (1974) (TV)
The Phantom of the Opera (1983) (TV)
Opera (1987)
Phantom of the Mall: Eric's Revenge (1989)
The Phantom of the Opera (1989)
The Phantom of the Opera (1990/II) (TV)
The Phantom of the Opera (1990/I) (TV)
Fantasma dell'opera, Il (1998)
Phantom of the Megaplex (2000) (TV)
The Phantom of the Opera (2004)
Fantôme de l'opéra (2006) (TV)

References
The Picture of Dorian Gray (1913)
Bride of Frankenstein (1935)
Touch of Evil (1958)
Vertigo (1958)
The Manchurian Candidate (1962)

Referenced in
The Rocky Horror Picture Show (1975)
'Obsession' Revisited (2001) (V)
Visualizing 'Carrie' (2001) (V)
The Back Lot Murders (2002)

Featured in
Terror in the Aisles (1984)
Hollywood Rocks the Movies: The 1970s (2002) (TV)

Spoofed in
A Regular Frankie Fan (2000)

Spoofs
Psycho (1960)

Movie Soundtrack

  "Goodbye Eddie, goodbye"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by "The Juicy Fruits", lead vocal Archie Hahn

  "Faust"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by Bill Finley

  "Upholstery"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by "The Beach Bums", lead vocal Jeffrey Comanor

  "Special to me"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by Jessica Harper

  "Phantom's theme (Beauty and Beast)"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by Paul Williams

  "Somebody super like you (Beef construction song)"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by The Undead, Leader vocal Harold Oblong

  "Life at last"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by Ray Kennedy

  "Old souls"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by Jessica Harper

  "Faust"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by Paul Williams

  "The hell of it"
Written by Paul Williams
Performed by Paul Williams 
Full Cast and Crew

Directed by

Brian De Palma
 


Writing credits (in alphabetical order)

Brian De Palma
 


Cast (in credits order) verified as complete

Paul Williams
.... 
Swan

William Finley
.... 
Winslow Leach

Jessica Harper
.... 
Phoenix

George Memmoli
.... 
Arnold Philbin

Gerrit Graham
.... 
Beef

Archie Hahn
.... 
Juicy Fruits

Jeffrey Comanor
.... 
Juicy Fruits

Harold Oblong
.... 
Juicy Fruits

Colin Cameron
.... 
Band

David Garland
.... 
Band

Gary Mallaber
.... 
Band

Art Munson
.... 
Band

Mary Margaret Amato
.... 
Swan's Entourage

Rand Bridges
.... 
Swan's Entourage

James Bohan
.... 
Swan's Entourage

Herb Pacheco
.... 
Assassin

Jennifer Ashley
.... 
Groupie

Janit Baldwin
.... 
Groupie

Janus Blythe
.... 
Groupie

Katherine Mastellos
.... 
Groupie

Robin Mattson
.... 
Groupie

Patrice Rohmer
.... 
Groupie

Ruthy Ross
.... 
Groupie

Cheryl Smith
.... 
Groupie

April Troy
.... 
Groupie

Walter Foster
.... 
Cop

Peter Harrell
.... 
Cop

Troy Haskins
.... 
Judge

Gene Gross
.... 
Warden

Henry Calvert
.... 
Nightwatchman at Death Records

Ken Carpenter
.... 
Stagehand

Sam Forney
.... 
Stagehand

Leslie Brewer
.... 
Surf Girl

Celia Derr
.... 
Surf Girl

Linda Larimer
.... 
Surf Girl

Roseanne Romine
.... 
Surf Girl

Nydia Amagas
.... 
Dancer

Sara Ballantine
.... 
Dancer

Kirsti Bird
.... 
Dancer

Cathy Buttner
.... 
Dancer

Linda Cox
.... 
Dancer

Jane DeFord
.... 
Dancer

Bibi Hansen
.... 
Dancer

Robin Jeep
.... 
Dancer

Deen Summers
.... 
Dancer

Judy Washington
.... 
Dancer

Susan Weiser
.... 
Dancer

Janet Savarino
.... 
Singing Twin

Jean Savarino
.... 
Singing Twin

Keith Allison
.... 
Country & Western Singer

Bobby Birkenfeld
.... 
Guy

Sandy Catton
.... 
Black Singer

William Donovan
.... 
Reporter

Scott Edmund Lane
.... 
Reporter (as Scott Lane)

Dennis Olivieri
.... 
Reporter

Adam Wade
.... 
Reporter

Nancy Moses
.... 
Back-Up Singer

Diana Walden
.... 
Back-Up Singer

Sherri Adeline
.... 
Girl in Ticket Line

Carol O'Leary
.... 
Betty Lou

Marty Bongfeld
.... 
Mini-Bopper

Coleen Crudden
.... 
Mini-Bopper

Bridgett Dunn
.... 
Mini-Bopper

William Shephard
.... 
Rock Freak

rest of cast listed alphabetically:

Shelly Desai
.... 
Dental health volunteer #1 (uncredited)

Ray Kennedy
.... 
Beef's singing (voice) (uncredited)

Rod Serling
.... 
Introductory Narrator (uncredited)

Produced by

Michael Arciaga
.... 
associate producer

Gustave M. Berne
.... 
executive producer

Jeffrey M. Hayes
.... 
associate producer

Paul Lewis
.... 
associate producer

Edward R. Pressman
.... 
producer

Lynn Raymond
.... 
assistant producer

Bill Scott
.... 
associate producer

Original Music by

George Aliceson Tipton
 


Paul Williams
 


Cinematography by

Larry Pizer
 


Film Editing by

Paul Hirsch
 


Casting by

Sylvia Fay
 


Gino Havens
 


Peggy Taylor
 


Production Design by
Jack Fisk
 


Costume Design by

Rosanna Norton
 


Makeup Department

John Chambers
.... 
makeup designer

Rolf Miller
.... 
makeup artist

Anna Sugano
.... 
hair stylist

Production Management

Gary Kent
.... 
unit manager

Gary Kent
.... 
unit production manager

Thomas Lightburn
.... 
unit manager

Second Unit Director or Assistant Director

Michael J. Dmytryk
.... 
first assistant director

Robert Enrietto
.... 
second assistant director

Art Department

Michel Levesque
.... 
construction coordinator

Erik L. Nelson
.... 
property master

Sissy Spacek
.... 
set dresser

Brian Swain
.... 
construction coordinator

Sound Department

Harriet Fidlow
.... 
assistant sound editor (as Harriet Glickstein)

John Fox
.... 
assistant music editor

Al Gramaglia
.... 
sound mixer

Edwin Norton
.... 
music editor

Dan Sable
.... 
sound editor

David Schneiderman
.... 
boom operator

James M. Tanenbaum
.... 
sound

Thomas Vicari
.... 
score mixer

Thomas Vicari
.... 
score recordist

Special Effects by

Greg Auer
.... 
special effects

Stunts

Andy Epper
.... 
stunt double: William Finley

James Gambino
.... 
stunt double: Paul Williams

Jim Lovelett
.... 
stunt double: William Finley

Steven Richmond
.... 
stunt double: Paul Williams

Other crew

Michael Arciaga
.... 
music supervisor

John L. Black
.... 
grip

Alexa Bodrero
.... 
assistant: Mr. DePalma

Terry Bowen
.... 
second assistant camera

Jen Carpenter
.... 
production assistant

Judith Cohen
.... 
production secretary

Richard Cronn
.... 
best boy electric

Adrian Cumming
.... 
production assistant

Sean Doyle
.... 
first assistant camera

J. Daniel Dusek
.... 
production assistant (as Dan Dusek)

Robert Elfstrom
.... 
special photography for wedding

Karen Gilbert
.... 
production assistant

Cary Griffith
.... 
grip

Tim Griffith
.... 
gaffer

Paul Hirsch
.... 
montage

Maurice Horton
.... 
electrician

Deborah Howe
.... 
assistant: Mr. Pressman

Peter Jamison
.... 
associate costume designer

Bruce Kaye
.... 
second assistant camera

Cassandra Kaye
.... 
script supervisor

Ray Kennedy
.... 
voice

Paul Marcus
.... 
electrician

Harold Oblong
.... 
choreographer

Jack Palinkas
.... 
key grip

William Shephard
.... 
choreographer for wedding

James Signorelli
.... 
special photography for wedding

Darryl Smith
.... 
electrician

Mike Taylor
.... 
grip

Ronnie Taylor
.... 
camera operator (as Ronald Taylor)

Stanley Weiser
.... 
production assistant

Edward Summer
.... 
marketing consultant (uncredited)
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