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May 8, 1987 

FILM: 'RIVER'S EDGE' 

By JANET MASLIN 
THE generation gap, as revealed in Tim Hunter's bitter and disturbing new film, ''River's Edge,'' is the thing that divides Samson (Daniel Roebuck) and Feck (Dennis Hopper). Long ago, Feck murdered his girlfriend - but he lived to regret it, and the killing has made him a crazy, desperate loner, a hermit who keeps an inflatable party doll as his only companion. Samson is younger, calmer, and very different. As the film begins, Samson has just strangled a young woman who said something unpleasant about his mother. He doesn't regret it; in fact, he doesn't feel a thing. 

''River's Edge,'' which opens today at the Baronet, is about the anomie of Samson and his friends in the face of this inexplicable violence. Their reaction is so casual that it comes as a shock. After an opening scene depicting a tough-looking boy named Tim throwing his sister's favorite doll into a river, and another in which Samson sits beside the body of a young woman named Jamie, it develops that 12-year-old Tim (Joshua Miller) has seen Samson commit the crime. It also develops that for Tim, Samson's act isn't much different from his own. Tim accosts Samson, tells him what he knows, and then asks for some drugs. It's as simple as that. 

Later on, when Samson (who is nicknamed John) tells his school friends what he's done, they are only slightly more concerned. They think he is joking. So he shows them Jamie's body, over which Mr. Hunter's camera lingers time and again during the film, as if to try to summon something from the audience that the characters themselves do not feel. The sight of the body, and the suggestion that their classmate Jamie has been raped as well as strangled, is only marginally more upsetting for Jamie's girlfriends than it is for the boys. 

Though the girls are a little more worried about the etiquette of the situation - most specifically, about whether to tell the police - the whole group of Jamie and Samson's peers remains surprisingly calm. ''River's Edge'' is about their sincere, bewildered efforts to grasp the difference between killing a doll and killing a person, and about the audience's own efforts to understand how any amount of drug taking and parental indifference can induce this kind of stupor. 

As he demonstrated in ''Tex,'' Mr. Hunter has an extraordinarily clear understanding of teen-age characters, especially those who must find their own paths without much parental supervision. But the S. E. Hinton story for that film is a great deal more innocent than this one, and a lot more easily understood. While Mr. Hunter retains his ear for adolescent dialogue (the screenplay is by Neal Jiminez) and his eye for the aimless, restless behavior of these characters, neither he nor we can easily make the necessary leap to understand their casualness about Samson's crime. That Mr. Hunter is brave enough to avoid easy moralizing and easy explanations finally makes his film harder to fathom. 

Much of ''River's Edge'' - which is based on several actual incidents, especially one in Northern California - is acted with utter conviction by a fine and largely unknown young cast. But the uncertain conceptions of a few key characters are damaging, especially that of Layne, who in his confusion becomes Samson's accomplice. Layne thinks himself more daring than his classmates, and without question he is more stoned. That leads him to conclude that loyalty to Samson is the only practical option. Samson and Jamie were both friends, he reasons, but it is Samson who's still alive and needs support. This is the film's key moral position, but it is explicated cartoonishly by Crispin Glover, who makes Layne a larger-than-life caricature and creates a noisy, comic impersonation instead of a lifelike character. Nor does it help that one of the film's other moral polarities comes from a 60's-minded, hipper-than-thou schoolteacher who declares, ''We took to the streets and made a difference!'' To his bored, jaded 80's high-school students, this kind of self-righteousness makes no sense at all. 

Most of the performances are as natural and credible as the ones in ''Tex,'' with Mr. Roebuck a sad and helpless figure as Samson, and Keanu Reeves affecting and sympathetic as Tim's older brother; a different kind of generation gap already exists between these two, and the threat of fratricide between them leads to the film's most frightening confrontation. The ravishing Ione Skye Leitch (daughter of the singer Donovan) seems convincingly troubled as the character who must wonder why she feels more watching television tragedies than she does about her dead friend. And Mr. Hopper, whose scenes with the party doll ought to be thoroughly ridiculous, once again makes himself a very powerful presence. For better or worse, Mr. Hopper is back with a vengeance. 

Though its Midwestern locale and lower socioeconomic stratum give it a different setting, ''River's Edge'' shares something with Bret Easton Ellis's ''Less Than Zero,'' a novel that is also full of directionless, drug-taking teen-age characters who are without moral moorings and left entirely to their own devices. This is as chilling to witness as it is difficult to dramatize, if only because at their centers these lives are already so empty. EMPTINESS AND DEATH - RIVER'S EDGE, directed by Tim Hunter; written by Neal Jimenez; director of photography, Frederick Elmes; edited by Howard Smith and Sonya Sones; music by Jurgen Knieper; production designer, John Muto; produced by Sarah Pillsbury and Midge Sanford; released by Island Pictures. At Baronet, 59th Street and Third Avenue. Running time: 99 minutes. This film is rated R. Layne...Crispin Glover Matt...Keanu Reeves Clarissa...Ione Skye Leitch Samson...Daniel Roebuck Feck...Dennis Hopper Tim...Joshua Miller Maggie...Roxana Zal Tony...Josh Richman Mike...Phil Brock Jamie...Danyi Deats 

Trivia for River's Edge 
· Although the movie is a work of fiction, the plot was inspired by the actual murder of Marcy Conrad, who was killed by her boyfriend Anthony Jacques Broussard in Milpitas, California in 1981.

· Neal Jimenez based the characters on friends he went to school with in Sacramento, California

Goofs for River's Edge 
· Revealing mistakes: At the beginning of the film, during the first close-up of Jamie's face, her tongue can be seen to move slightly.

· Crew or equipment visible: When Layne makes the phone call to Feck from the phone booth (right as the police burst in on Feck), the reflection of a crewmember in a light colored shirt can be seen moving in the glass of the phone booth.

Filming Locations for River's Edge 
Sacramento, California, USA
(River scenes)

Verdugo Hills High School, Tujunga, Los Angeles, California, USA
Soundtracks for River's Edge
· "Kyrie Eleison"
Fates Warning


· "Captor of Sin"
Slayer


· "Tormentor"
Slayer


· "Evil has no boundaries"
Slayer


· "Die by the sword"
Slayer


· "Lethal Tendencies"
Hallow's Eve


· "Let me know"
Wipers


· "Fire in the rain"
Agent Orange


· "Happy Day"
Burning Spear


· "Let's Go, Let's Go, Let's Go"
Hank Ballard


· "I'm Gonna Miss You"
Hank Ballard

Full Cast and Crew for River's Edge 
	Directed by

	Tim Hunter
	 
	

	 


	Writing credits

	Neal Jimenez
	 
	(written by)


	Cast (in credits order) verified as complete

	Crispin Glover
	.... 
	Layne

	Keanu Reeves
	.... 
	Matt

	Ione Skye
	.... 
	Clarissa (as Ione Skye Leitch)

	Daniel Roebuck
	.... 
	Samson 'John' Tollet

	Dennis Hopper
	.... 
	Feck

	Joshua John Miller
	.... 
	Tim (as Joshua Miller)

	Roxana Zal
	.... 
	Maggie

	Josh Richman
	.... 
	Tony

	Phil Brock
	.... 
	Mike

	Tom Bower
	.... 
	Bennett

	Constance Forslund
	.... 
	Madeleine

	Leo Rossi
	.... 
	Jim

	Jim Metzler
	.... 
	Mr. Burkewaite

	Tammy Smith
	.... 
	Kim

	Danyi Deats
	.... 
	Jamie

	Yuzo Nishihara
	.... 
	Moko

	Taylor Negron
	.... 
	Checker

	Chris Peters
	.... 
	Tom

	Richard Richcreek
	.... 
	Kevin

	Maeve Odum
	.... 
	Student

	Francis De L'Etanche du Bois
	.... 
	Aunto

	Mike Hungerford
	.... 
	Tony's Father

	James Terry
	.... 
	Cop

	rest of cast listed alphabetically:

	Maryedith Burrell
	.... 
	(uncredited)


	Produced by

	John Daly
	.... 
	executive producer 

	Derek Gibson
	.... 
	executive producer 

	Gabrielle Liuzzi
	.... 
	assistant producer 

	Sarah Pillsbury
	.... 
	producer 

	Midge Sanford
	.... 
	producer 

	David Streit
	.... 
	co-producer 

	 


	Original Music by

	Jürgen Knieper
	 
	

	 


	Non-Original Music by

	Jeff Hanneman
	 
	(songs "Die By The Sword" and "Tormentor") (uncredited) 

	Kerry King
	 
	(songs "Captor Of Sin" and "Evil Has No Boundaries") (uncredited) 

	 


	Cinematography by

	Frederick Elmes
	 
	

	 


	Film Editing by

	Howard E. Smith
	 
	(as Howard Smith)

	Sonya Sones
	 
	

	 


	Casting by

	Carrie Frazier
	 
	(as Carrie Frazier-Reinhold)

	 


	Production Design by

	John Muto
	 
	

	 


	Set Decoration by

	Anne Huntley
	 
	

	 


	Costume Design by

	Claudia Brown
	 
	

	 


	Makeup Department

	Bonita DeHaven
	.... 
	assistant makeup artist (as Bonita De Haven)

	Gábor Kernyaiszky
	.... 
	makeup artist (as Gabor Kernyaiszky)

	Kenny Myers
	.... 
	special makeup effects artist (as Ken Myers)

	 


	Production Management

	Graham Henderson
	.... 
	executive in charge of production 

	David Streit
	.... 
	unit production manager 

	 


	Second Unit Director or Assistant Director

	Richard Hawley
	.... 
	first assistant director 

	Nancy King
	.... 
	second assistant director 

	 


	Art Department

	Kirk Corwin
	.... 
	property master 

	Lisa Dean
	.... 
	set dresser 

	Jonathan R. Hodges
	.... 
	lead man (as Jonathan Hodges)

	Lisa Monti
	.... 
	art department production assistant 

	Michael Muhlfriedel
	.... 
	art department coordinator (as Mick Muhlfriedel)

	Anne Tamrazi
	.... 
	prop assistant 

	 


	Sound Department

	Mark Adler
	.... 
	music editor 

	David Franklin Bergad
	.... 
	apprentice sound editor (as David Bergad)

	Mark Berger
	.... 
	supervising re-recording mixer 

	Jay Boekelheide
	.... 
	sound re-recording mixer 

	Jay Boekelheide
	.... 
	supervising sound editor 

	Todd Boekelheide
	.... 
	sound re-recording mixer 

	David Brownlow
	.... 
	production sound 

	Kevin Collins
	.... 
	cable person 

	Laurel Ladevich
	.... 
	dialogue editor 

	Michael Magill
	.... 
	assistant sound editor 

	Barbara McBane
	.... 
	dialogue editor 

	Douglas Murray
	.... 
	sound effects editor 

	Jack M. Nietzsche Jr.
	.... 
	boom operator 

	Diana Pellegrini
	.... 
	foley editor 

	Michael Silvers
	.... 
	dialogue editor 

	Lynn Stevenson
	.... 
	apprentice sound editor 

	Dennie Thorpe
	.... 
	foley artist 

	Jeff Watts
	.... 
	assistant sound editor 

	 


	Visual Effects by

	Colleen Berg
	.... 
	video effects 

	 


	Other crew

	Jo Barnett
	.... 
	post-production accountant 

	William R. Bates
	.... 
	transportation co-coordinator 

	Charlotte Brandstrom
	.... 
	assistant editor 

	Kathy Budas
	.... 
	production associate 

	R.D. Carpenter
	.... 
	camera car operator 

	Budd Carr
	.... 
	music supervisor 

	Tom Corboy
	.... 
	production assistant 

	Janet Cunningham
	.... 
	extras casting 

	Donne Daniels
	.... 
	key grip 

	Mark Shane Davis
	.... 
	dolly grip (as Mark Davis)

	Robert Dawson
	.... 
	title designer 

	Lex DuPont
	.... 
	first assistant camera 

	Al Eisenmann
	.... 
	driver 

	Michael Evans
	.... 
	grip 

	Elizabeth Galloway
	.... 
	production coordinator (as Liz Galloway)

	Mark Gambino
	.... 
	grip 

	Ron Gerber
	.... 
	apprentice editor 

	Shani Ginsberg
	.... 
	casting associate 

	Rick Hall
	.... 
	camera car operator 

	William Hein
	.... 
	music consultant 

	Gregory K. Hoffman
	.... 
	grip 

	Jeff Hubacek
	.... 
	driver 

	James Kincaid Johnson
	.... 
	electrician (as James Johnson)

	Frank Kanig
	.... 
	craft service 

	Michael Katz
	.... 
	gaffer 

	Ray Kybartas
	.... 
	trainer: Mr. Glover 

	Peter Mabie
	.... 
	studio teacher 

	Brian McMillan
	.... 
	animal handler 

	Glen McRaven
	.... 
	driver: honeywagon 

	Jim Moores
	.... 
	production assistant 

	Jane O'Neal
	.... 
	still photographer 

	Gregory Peters
	.... 
	electrician (as Greg Peters)

	Craig Pointes
	.... 
	location manager 

	Vivienne Radkoff
	.... 
	production assistant 

	Tatiana S. Riegel
	.... 
	apprentice editor (as Tatiana Riegel)

	Lawrence J. Romanoff
	.... 
	transportation co-coordinator 

	David Rudd
	.... 
	second assistant camera (as Dave Rudd)

	David Salamone
	.... 
	electrician (as Dave Salamone)

	Patricia Sansone
	.... 
	production accountant 

	Dennis E. Shelton
	.... 
	best boy (as Dennis Shelton)

	Brian Slagel
	.... 
	assistant music consultant 

	Steve Smith
	.... 
	grip 

	Rina Sternfeld-Allon
	.... 
	script supervisor (as Rina Sternfeld)

	Joseph F. Warren
	.... 
	electrician (as Joe Warren)

	Joanne Weiss
	.... 
	music coordinator 

	Lew Welles
	.... 
	production assistant 

	Tom West
	.... 
	grip 

	Leslie Wilshire
	.... 
	costume supervisor 

	Randy Wimberg
	.... 
	driver


