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Movie Review
June 27, 1968 

Screen: 'The Thomas Crown Affair': Film Stars McQueen and Faye Dunaway 

By RENATA ADLER 
"THE THOMAS CROWN AFFAIR," starting Steve McQueen and Faye Dunaway and directed by Norman Jewison (of "In the Heat of the Night"), is just the movie to see if you want to see an ordinary, not wonderful, but highly enjoyable movie—of which there have been so few this year. In a way it is the last word in a girl's career versus love story; Miss Dunaway plays a single-minded insurance investigator determined to arrest McQueen, a millionaire who robs a Boston bank to express his alienation from the System. It is not quite clear why she pursues him in a monomaniacally professional way, but the ending is just right and it is very important not to walk in late and see it before the beginning, which is the lovely robbery itself.

The movie has many problems. For one thing, the love story itself doesn't work very well. Both McQueen and Miss Dunaway are required to smile a lot, in fact almost incessantly, with savvy, quizzical, sizing each other up, sad smiles that become distracting presences, like lights on the ceilings, in themselves. One begins to wait for them. Then, there is a kind of an oral chess scene, modeled after Tom Jones at table, which is just about as subtle and effective as its predecessor. For all the finger in mouths and stroking of chess pieces, it is just impossible to castle insinuatingly. Finally, there is a long, soon-to-be-famous kissing scene that is so mis-directed that one thinks of Edsels on a summer night.

But there are a lot of good things; McQueen is always special, and although this role is too indoors and formal, for him, he does get a chance to race across the desert, or fly a glider or lounge on the beach, in the casual-intense work he is best at. Miss Dunaway has some nice scenes in which she struggles tearfully with her monomania. Alan R. Trustman, who wrote the screenplay, has tried for some flat, straight ersatz Bogey lines, "I know who I am. Don't you pin your labels on me, Eddy," or "It's my funeral. You're just along for the ride." Sometimes this gets to be like the similes (He, after a date: "Tomorrow night?" She: "What about it?" She, at police headquarters: "Say good-by to Irwin, dear." He: Good-by, Irwin dear." He, at home at chess: "Do you play?" She: "Try me."), but it is worth trying just to hit some idiom that will catch on in the imagination as the old one did. And the final stages of the plot are really admirable.

Also, the robberies themselves are graceful and funny. Peggy Shirley has a pale, screaming walk-on as a nagging wife, and there are a couple of songs, written and sung by Noel Harrison (who recorded Leonard Cohen's "Suzanne"), just put in, almost irrelevantly, as they were in "Up the Junction" to cover the action. They work out very well. The movie opened yesterday at the Astor, the 34th Street and the 86th Street East.

Box Office Information
Budget
$4,300,000 (estimated)

Rentals
$6,100,000 (USA)

Movie Awards

	Academy Awards, USA

	Year
	Result
	Award
	Category/Recipient(s)

	1969 
	Won
	Oscar
	Best Music, Original Song
Michel Legrand (music) 
Alan Bergman (lyrics) 
Marilyn Bergman (lyrics) 
For the song "The Windmills of Your Mind".

	
	Nominated
	Oscar
	Best Music, Original Score for a Motion Picture (not a Musical)
Michel Legrand 


Movie Trivia 
· The Academy Award-winning song "The Windmills of Your Mind" from this movie is sung by actor Noel Harrison, son of Rex Harrison.

· Legendary documentary filmmaker Frederick Wiseman reportedly wrote one version, or contributed to screenplay of this film, without any on-screen credit.

· Of all of the films that Steve McQueen made in his career, this is reported to have been his favorite.

· After watching a five hour rough cut of The Thomas Crown Affair, composer Michel Legrand took a six week vacation during which he wrote 90 minutes of music. The film was then reedited to the music, instead of the other way around. If this experiment had failed, Legrand would have written a second score in the traditional way free of charge.

· The sailplane (N9860E) that McQueen flies early in the movie is a Schweizer SGS 1-23H-15. It is still in use in New York.

· After working together on The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming (1966), director Norman Jewison announced Eva Marie Saint for the film but quickly changed his mind when Faye Dunaway became an overnight star after Bonnie and Clyde (1967)

· Sean Connery had been the original choice for the title role but declined, a decision he later regretted

· The one-minute kissing sequence between the two leads took eight hours to film over a number of days

Movie Goofs

  Continuity: During the sailplane sequence, when Thomas exits the sailplane the cockpit is open. Then in the next shot it is closed with out him touching it.

  Factual errors: At the end of the sailplane scene, the plane lands downwind instead of upwind, as evidenced by the windsock.
Movie Filming Locations

Beverly, Massachusetts, USA

Boston, Massachusetts, USA

Crane Beach, Ipswich, Massachusetts, USA

Hamilton, Massachusetts, USA

    (Polo scenes)
Movie Connections
Featured in
Being There (1979)
Wrestling Ernest Hemingway (1993)
Two If by Sea (1996)
The Directors: Norman Jewison (1997) (V)
AFI's 100 Years, 100 Laughs: America's Funniest Movies (2000) (TV)
Reel Radicals: The Sixties Revolution in Film (2002) (TV)
AFI's 100 Years... 100 Songs (2004) (TV)
Alfie (2004)
Steve McQueen: The Essence of Cool (2005) (TV)

Referenced in
Zeta One (1969)
Midnight Cowboy (1969)
Columbo: It's All In the Game (1993) (TV)
The Directors: Norman Jewison (1997) (V)
The Flamingo Rising (2001) (TV)

Spoofed in
Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery (1997)
Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me (1999)

Remade as
The Thomas Crown Affair (1999)

Full Cast and Crew

Directed by

Norman Jewison
 


Writing credits (in alphabetical order)

Alan Trustman
 
(as Alan R. Trustman)

Cast (in credits order) verified as complete

Steve McQueen
.... 
Thomas Crown

Faye Dunaway
.... 
Vicki Anderson

Paul Burke
.... 
Det. Lt. Edward 'Eddy' Malone

Jack Weston
.... 
Erwin Weaver

Biff McGuire
.... 
Sandy

Addison Powell
.... 
Abe

Astrid Heeren
.... 
Gwen

Gordon Pinsent
.... 
Jamie McDonald

Yaphet Kotto
.... 
Carl

Sidney Armus
.... 
Arnie

Richard Bull
.... 
Booth Guard

Peg Shirley
.... 
Honey Weaver

Patrick Horgan
.... 
Danny

Carol Corbett
.... 
Miss Sullivan

Tom Rosqui
.... 
Pvt. Detective

Michael Shillo
.... 
Swiss Banker

Nora Marlowe
.... 
Marcie

Sam Melville
.... 
Dave

Ted Gehring
.... 
Marvin

Paul Verdier
.... 
Elevator Operator

Judy Pace
.... 
Pretty Girl in Bank

rest of cast listed alphabetically:

Leonard Caron
.... 
Jimmy Weaver (uncredited)

Harry Cooper
.... 
Ernie (uncredited)

Victor Creatore
.... 
Cash Room Guard (uncredited)

Allen Emerson
.... 
Don (uncredited)

Norman Fell
.... 
In Bank Elevator (uncredited)

Bruce Glover
.... 
Bank manager (uncredited)

Nikita Knatz
.... 
Sketch Artist (uncredited)

Charles Lampkin
.... 
Elevator Operator (uncredited)

Todd Martin
.... 
Benjy (uncredited)

John Orchard
.... 
John, Crown's Butler (uncredited)

James Rawley
.... 
Elevator Operator (uncredited)

Patty Regan
.... 
Girl in Elevator (uncredited)

Paul Rhone
.... 
Cash Room Guard (uncredited)

Jon Shank
.... 
Curley (uncredited)

Johnny Silver
.... 
Bert (uncredited)

Produced by

Hal Ashby
.... 
associate producer

Norman Jewison
.... 
producer

Original Music by

Michel Legrand
 


Cinematography by

Haskell Wexler
 


Film Editing by

Hal Ashby
 


Byron 'Buzz' Brandt
 
(as Byron Brandt)

Ralph E. Winters
 


Casting by

Lynn Stalmaster
 


Art Direction by

Robert F. Boyle
 
(as Robert Boyle)

Set Decoration by

Edward G. Boyle
 
(as Edward Boyle)

Costume Design by

Ron Postal
 


Theadora Van Runkle
 
(as Thea Van Runkle)

Makeup Department

Del Armstrong
.... 
makeup artist

Jay Sebring
.... 
hair designer: Steve MQueen (uncredited)

Production Management

Jim Henderling
.... 
production manager (as James E. Henderling)

Howard Joslin
.... 
unit manager (as J. Howard Joslin)

Allen K. Wood
.... 
production supervisor

Second Unit Director or Assistant Director

Walter Hill
.... 
second assistant director

Jack N. Reddish
.... 
first assistant director

Art Department

Anthony Bayerd
.... 
property master

Pablo Ferro
.... 
graphic artist (final cut)

Pablo Ferro
.... 
graphic designer (final cut)

Nikita Knatz
.... 
scenic artist

Sound Department

Tom Downing
.... 
music editor

Clem Portman
.... 
sound recordist

James Richard
.... 
sound editor (as Jim Richard)

Richard Portman
.... 
foley mixer (uncredited)

Visual Effects by

Pablo Ferro
.... 
opticals: main title sequence (final cut)

Stunts

Walter Goss
.... 
stunts

Roy Jenson
.... 
stunts (uncredited)

Other crew

Alan Bergman
.... 
lyricist: "The Windmills of Your Mind"

Marilyn Bergman
.... 
lyricist: "The Windmills of Your Mind"

Pablo Ferro
.... 
title designer: title sequence (final cut)

Ralph Gerling
.... 
camera operator

Noel Harrison
.... 
singer: "The Windmills of Your Mind"

Kenneth Jay Lane
.... 
jeweller

Alan Levine
.... 
wardrober

Morris Rosen
.... 
key grip

Gaylin P. Schultz
.... 
key grip (as Gaylin Schultz)

Alfred Skeinwald
.... 
technical advisor

Marshall J. Wolins
.... 
script supervisor (as Marshall Wolins)

Gary Wooten
.... 
technical advisor

Robert Alan Nelson
.... 
location scout (uncredited)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -


