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	SUPPLEMENTS

	· Interview with director Terry Gilliam, co-writer and actor Michael Palin
· Documentary: "The Directors: The Films of Terry Gilliam - A Career Retrospective"

· Fold-Out Map of the Universe

· Liner notes


Movie Review
Time Bandits
Release Date: 1981
Ebert Rating: ***     
By Roger Ebert / Jan 1, 1981
First reactions while viewing TIME BANDITS: It's amazingly well-produced. The historic locations are jammed with character and detail. This is the only live-action movie I've seen that literally looks like pages out of Heavy Metal magazine, with kings and swordsmen and wide-eyed little boys and fearsome beasts. But the movie's repetitive, monotonous in the midst of all this activity. Basically, it's just a kid and six dwarfs racing breathlessly through one set piece after another, shouting at one another. I walked out of the screening in an unsettled state of mind. When the lights go up, I'm usually fairly certain whether or not I've seen a good movie. But my reaction to TIME BANDITS was ambiguous. I had great admiration for what was physically placed on the screen; this movie is worth seeing just to watch. But I was disappointed by the breathless way the dramatic scenes were handled and by a breakneck pace that undermined the most important element of comedy, which is timing.
TIME BANDITS is the expensive fantasy by Terry Gilliam, one of the resident geniuses of Monty Python's Flying Circus. It is not a Monty Python film. It begins with a little boy who goes up to bed one night and is astonished, as we all would be, when a horseman gallops through his bedroom wall and he is in the middle of a pitched battle. Before long, the little kid has joined up with a band of six intrepid dwarfs, and they've embarked on an odyssey through history. The dwarfs, it appears, have gained possession of a map that gives the location of several holes in time--holes they can pop through in order to drop in on the adventures of Robin Hood, Napoleon, and King Agamemnon, and to sail on the Titanic's maiden voyage.
As a plot gimmick, this sets up TIME BANDITS for a series of comic set pieces as in Mel Brooks's HISTORY OF THE WORLD--PART 1. But TIME BANDITS isn't revue-style comedy. It's more of a whimsical, fantastic excursion through all those times and places, and all of its events are seen through the wondering eyes of a child. That's where the superb art direction comes in--inspired work by production designer Milly Burns and costume designer Jim Acheson. I've rarely, if ever, seen a live-action movie that looks more like an artist's conception. And yet, admiring all of these good things (and I might also mention several of the performances), I nevertheless left the screening with muted enthusiasm. The movie was somehow all on the same breathless, nonstop emotional level, like an overlong Keystone Kops chase. It didn't pause to savor its delights, except right near the end, when Sir Ralph Richardson lingered lovingly over a walk-on as the Supreme Being. I had to sort things out. And I was helped enormously in that process by the review of TIME BANDITS by Stanley Kauffmann in The New Republic. He describes the film, unblinkingly, as a "children's movie." Of course.
There have been so many elaborate big-budget fantasies in recent years, from RAIDERS to SUPERMAN to CLASH OF THE TITANS, that we've come to assume that elaborate costume fantasies are aimed at the average eighteen-year-old filmgoer who is trying to recapture his adolescence. These movies have a level of (limited) sophistication and wickedness that is missing in TIME BANDITS. But perhaps TIME BANDITS does work best as just simply a movie for kids. I ran it through my mind that way, wondering how a kid would respond to the costumes, the panoply, the explosions, the horses and heroic figures, and, of course, the breathless, nonstop pacing. And I decided that a kid would like it just fine. I'm not sure that's what Gilliam had in mind, but it allows me to recommend the movie--with reservations, but also with admiration. 

Box Office Information
Budget
$5,000,000 (estimated)

Opening Weekend
$6,507,356 (USA) (8 November 1981) (821 Screens)

Gross
$35,955,861 (USA) (17 January 1982)
$35,018,619 (USA) (10 January 1982)
$6,507,356 (USA) (8 November 1981)
$42,365,581 (USA)
ESP 127,460,272 (Spain)
SEK 2,991,409 (Sweden)

Weekend Gross
$627,136 (USA) (17 January 1982) (40 Screens)
$1,164,201 (USA) (9 January 1982) (696 Screens)
$6,507,356 (USA) (8 November 1981) (821 Screens)

Admissions
620,281 (Spain)
127,712 (Sweden)

Rentals
$20,533,500 (USA)

Movie Trivia 
· Young 'Warnock, Craig' , who played Kevin, won the role after a wide search for the right child actor. An agent had seen Warnock's brother and sent him to an audition. That Craig went with him was merely a coincidence. Director Gilliam, however, took more interest in Craig than his sibling, noting that the young man seemed rather intelligent yet aloof and quiet, as opposed to the stereotypical "cute" little boy.

· Director Trademark: [Terry Gilliam] [burst] horse and rider from closet

· Director Trademark: [Terry Gilliam] [bookends] begins and ends with the map.

· Directors Trademark (Terry Guilliam): [cages]: This film uses cages identical to the cage Jill is imprisoned in, in the film Brazil (1985).

· In the original script, King Agamemnon was introduced as: "The warrior took off his helmet revealing someone that looks exactly like Sean Connery." To Gilliam's surprise the script ended up in Connery's hands, who was interested in the part and his agent approached them for the role.

· The footage of the Titanic sinking is footage from A Night to Remember (1958) colorized and slowed down.

· The suit worn by Ralph Richardson is his own.

· 'Ruth Gordon' was cast as Mrs Ogre but replaced before filming because of a broken limb.

· Mrs. Ogre was originally supposed to have heavy make-up to look like her husband. According to Katherine Helmond, she was completely committed to having to wear the heavy make-up effects job, yet she suggested to Terry Gilliam that she thought it would be funnier if Mrs. Ogre instead looked like an ordinary New England housewife. Gilliam agreed.

· The character of Horseflesh does not appear in the finished film, despite being in the closing credits as being played by Marcus Powell. At one point in the film, Randall mentions that Horseflesh is dead.

· Terry Gilliam supposedly wrote a screenplay for a Time Bandits 2 movie, but decided to forgo the project owing to the deaths of Jack Purvis and David Rappaport - the two little people in the Bandits featured the most in the first film.

· On the Special Edition DVD Terry Gilliam explains why Marcus Powell is still credited as Horseflesh, even though apparently never seen. Horseflesh can be seen standing next to David Warner's Evil as he gazes into the bowl of water to track the Time Bandits at one point in the film.

Movie Goofs

· Revealing mistakes: The floor of the bottomless chasm is visible while the bandits are swinging on ropes.

· Continuity: After the Invisible Barrier is shattered, Randall takes the Map from Wally twice.

· Continuity: Randall and Kevin disappear from their seats at the rail on the Titanic when it begins sinking.

· Revealing mistakes: You can see Strutter's shadow on the back wall in the escape from the cage scene.

· Factual errors: The life preserver on the ship reads "SS Titanic." The Titanic's designation was actually RMS Titanic, for "Royal Mail Steamer".

· Revealing mistakes: At the feast in Greece when the servant cuts open the huge piece of meat, some of the fruits are clearly made of plastic - the pineapple is the most obvious.

Movie Filming Locations

Haywood, Birch Hill, Bracknell, Berkshire, England, UK

    (Kevin's street in the final scene)

La Alhambra palace, Granada, Andalucía, Spain

Raglan Castle, Raglan, Monmouthshire, Wales, UK
Alternate Versions
  The character Horseflesh is mentioned as the leader before Randall, but was dead. In the credits we find Marcus Powell credited with the role, though never seen.

  The 110 min. American theatrical release was cut by 6 minutes from the original 116 min. European version.

  A version seen on US television omits the scene of the Time Bandits ramming the sleeping potion into the scalp of the giant. It cut from it stepping on the house to him becoming tired, seemingly on his own.

  Early video versions omit the following:

· The theater manager introducing The Great Rumbozo; More dialogue from Evil, Benson and Robert in their very first scene; The scene of Pansy and Vincent on the Titanic is extended.

Movie Connections
Referenced in
What Is Brazil? (1985) (TV)
Delicatessen (1991)
It's the Monty Python Story (1993) (TV)
The Battle of Brazil: A Video History (1996) (V)
Dogma (1999)
Blackadder Back & Forth (1999)
Gladiator (2000)
Shrek (2001)
The Mummy Returns (2001)
Lost In La Mancha (2002)
WarCraft III: Reign of Chaos (2002) (VG)
29th Telluride Film Festival Aug. 30 - Sept. 2, 2002: Terry Gilliam Interviewed by Salman Rushdie (2003) (V)

References
The Wizard of Oz (1939)
Satyricon (1969)
Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977)
Alien (1979)

Features
A Night to Remember (1958)

Followed by
Brazil (1985)

Movie Soundtrack

  "Me And My Shadow"
Arranged by Trevor Jones
Composed by Rose Jolson / Dreyer
Published by Francis Day & Hunter


  "Dream Away"
Written by George Harrison
Performed by George Harrison, Dave Mattacks, Alan Jones, Mike
Moran, Ray Cooper, Billy Preston, Syreeta and Sarah Ricor
Produced by George Harrison, Ray Cooper and Phil McDonald 
Full Cast and Crew

Directed by

Terry Gilliam
 


Writing credits

Michael Palin
 
(written by) &

Terry Gilliam
 
(written by)

Cast (in credits order) verified as complete

John Cleese
.... 
Robin Hood

Sean Connery
.... 
King Agamemnon/Fireman

Shelley Duvall
.... 
Pansy

Katherine Helmond
.... 
Mrs. Ogre

Ian Holm
.... 
Napoleon

Michael Palin
.... 
Vincent

Ralph Richardson
.... 
Supreme Being

Peter Vaughan
.... 
Winston the Ogre

David Warner
.... 
Evil Genius

David Rappaport
.... 
Randall

Kenny Baker
.... 
Fidgit

Malcolm Dixon
.... 
Strutter

Mike Edmonds
.... 
Og

Jack Purvis
.... 
Wally

Tiny Ross
.... 
Vermin

Craig Warnock
.... 
Kevin

David Daker
.... 
Kevin's Father

Sheila Fearn
.... 
Kevin's Mother

Jim Broadbent
.... 
Compere

John Young
.... 
Reginald

Myrtle Devenish
.... 
Beryl

Leon Lissek
.... 
1st Refugee

Terence Bayler
.... 
Lucien

Preston Lockwood
.... 
Neguy

Charles McKeown
.... 
Theatre Manager

David Leland
.... 
Puppeteer

John Hughman
.... 
The Great Rumbozo

Derrick O'Connor
.... 
Robber Leader

Neil McCarthy
.... 
2nd Robber

Declan Mulholland
.... 
3rd Robber

Peter Jonfield
.... 
Arm Wrestler

Derek Deadman
.... 
Robert

Jerold Wells
.... 
Benson

Roger Frost
.... 
Cartwright

Martin Carroll
.... 
Baxi Brazilia III

Marcus Powell
.... 
Horseflesh

Winston Dennis
.... 
Bull-headed Warrior

Del Baker
.... 
Greek Fighting Warrior

Juliette James
.... 
Greek Queen

Ian Muir
.... 
Giant

Mark Holmes
.... 
Troll Father

Andrew MacLachlan
.... 
Fireman

Chris Grant
.... 
TV announcer (voice)

Tony Jay
.... 
Voice of supreme being (voice)

Edwin Finn
.... 
Supreme Being's Face

rest of cast listed alphabetically:

Brian Bowes
.... 
Hussar (uncredited)

Frances de la Tour
.... 
Salvation Army Major (uncredited)

Produced by

Terry Gilliam
.... 
producer

George Harrison
.... 
executive producer

Denis O'Brien
.... 
executive producer

Neville C. Thompson
.... 
associate producer

Original Music by

George Harrison
 
(songs and additional material)

Trevor Jones
 
(Greek dance music)

Mike Moran
 


Cinematography by

Peter Biziou
 


Film Editing by

Julián Doyle
 
(as Julian Doyle)

Casting by

Irene Lamb
 


Production Design by
Milly Burns
 


Art Direction by

Norman Garwood
 


Costume Design by

James Acheson
 
(as Jim Acheson)

Makeup Department

Elaine Carew
.... 
hair stylist

Elaine Carew
.... 
makeup artist

Susan Frear
.... 
assistant makeup artist (as Sue Frear)

Ken Lintott
.... 
wigs and beards maker (as Kenneth Lintott)

Maggie Weston
.... 
hair stylist

Maggie Weston
.... 
makeup artist

Production Management

Mohamed Abbazi
.... 
production manager

Graham Ford
.... 
production manager

Second Unit Director or Assistant Director

Mark Cooper
.... 
third assistant director

Julián Doyle
.... 
second unit director (as Julian Doyle)

Simon Hinkly
.... 
first assistant director

Chris Thompson
.... 
third assistant director

Guy Travers
.... 
second assistant director

Art Department

Celia Barnett
.... 
assistant art director

Les Beaver
.... 
stagehand

Frank Billington-Marks
.... 
storeman (as Frank Marks)

Dennis Bovington
.... 
carpenter

Karen Brookes
.... 
production buyer

Graham Bullock
.... 
stand-by painter

John Cole
.... 
stand-by props

Steve Cooper
.... 
draughtsman

Ron Cowan
.... 
drapes

Douglas Cox
.... 
stand-by stagehand

John Davey
.... 
painter

Len Day
.... 
supervising carpenter

Bob Devine
.... 
carpenter (as Robert Devine)

Mick Fisher
.... 
carpenter (as Micky Fisher)

Steve Fitzwater
.... 
carpenter

Norman Fletcher
.... 
carpenter

Peter Grant
.... 
property master

Alan Grenham
.... 
stand-by painter

Gary Hedges
.... 
carpenter

Craig Hillier
.... 
stand-by carpenter

Robert Mason
.... 
painter (as Bob Mason)

Michael Melia
.... 
plasterer

Eric Nash
.... 
plasterer

Bruce Newell
.... 
plasterer

Dave Newton
.... 
stand-by props

Raymond Perry
.... 
dressing props (as Ray Perry)

Jim Taylor
.... 
plasterer (as James Taylor)

John Tregear
.... 
stagehand

Peter Verard
.... 
construction manager

Steve Wheeler
.... 
prop dresser

Dave Wiggins
.... 
stand-by rigger

Graham Menage
.... 
scenic artist (uncredited)

Sound Department

Paul Carr
.... 
dubbing mixer

Philip Chubb
.... 
sound maintenance

Dino Di Campo
.... 
footsteps editor

Bob Doyle
.... 
boom operator

Stan Fiferman
.... 
dubbing editor (as Stanley Fiferman)

Mike Hopkins
.... 
dialogue editor

Garth Marshall
.... 
sound mixer

Brian Paxton
.... 
dubbing mixer

John Richards
.... 
sound engineer

Special Effects by

Jon Bunker
.... 
special effects designer (as John Bunker)

Lewis Coleman
.... 
special effects modeller

Ross King
.... 
special effects technician

Chris Ostwald
.... 
special effects runner

Christine Overs
.... 
special effects modeller (as Chris Overs)

Andrew Thompson
.... 
special effects consultant (as Andy Thompson)

Chris Verner
.... 
special effects consultant

Visual Effects by

Ray Caple
.... 
matte paintings

Dennis De Groot
.... 
assistant optical effects

Carol De Jong
.... 
assistant modelmaker

Julián Doyle
.... 
model photography (as Julian Doyle)

Alex Harwood
.... 
assistant modelmaker (as Alix Harwood)

Kent Houston
.... 
optical effects

Tim Ollive
.... 
assistant optical effects

Jean Ramsey
.... 
assistant modelmaker

Behira Thraves
.... 
assistant modelmaker

Paul Whitbread
.... 
optical effects

Jon Sorensen
.... 
visual effects camera (uncredited)

Stunts

Brian Bowes
.... 
stunt double: Knight/Hussar

Peter Brayham
.... 
stunt arranger

Terry Yorke
.... 
stunt arranger

Jack Cooper
.... 
stunts (uncredited)

Other crew

Tony Andrews
.... 
grip: second unit

Brian Bailey
.... 
accountant

Brian Brookner
.... 
unit driver

Robin Browne
.... 
director of photography: second unit

Linda Bruce
.... 
production assistant

Simon Burridge
.... 
special thanks

Patrick Cassavetti
.... 
location manager

Richard Cattermole
.... 
costumer

Ray Cooper
.... 
music producer

Ray Cooper
.... 
musician: precussion sequences

Clive Coote
.... 
still photographer

Hazel Côté
.... 
associate costume designer

Shirley Draffan
.... 
special thanks

Geraldine Dunn
.... 
accounts secretary

Dave Everall
.... 
rigger

Penny Eyles
.... 
continuity

Chuck Finch
.... 
best boy

Freddy Fry
.... 
grip (as Freddie Fry)

Simon Fulford
.... 
clapper loader

David Garfath
.... 
camera operator

Rodney Glenn
.... 
assistant editor

Robert Harman
.... 
wireman (as Bob Harman)

Richard Harris
.... 
rigger

Simon Haveland
.... 
clapper loader: second unit

Mike Hearst
.... 
supplier: "Og the Pig"

Gilly Hebden
.... 
wardrobe assistant

Brian Herlihy
.... 
focus puller: second unit

Tony Hocking
.... 
unit driver

Tom Jobe
.... 
choreographer: Greek Dance

Trevor Jones
.... 
music arranger: "Me And My Shadow"

Dave Mattacks
.... 
musician: drums

Stephen Miles
.... 
assistant costume designer (as T. Stephen Miles)

Stewart Monteith
.... 
electrician (as Stuart Monteith)

Mike Moran
.... 
orchestrator

Day Murch
.... 
wardrobe assistant (as Dai Murch)

Rachel Neale
.... 
assistant to producer

Steve Parker
.... 
production runner

Ray Parsons
.... 
assistant accountant

Reg Parsons
.... 
gaffer

Harry Rabinowitz
.... 
musical director

Roy Rodhouse
.... 
gaffer

Ray Scott
.... 
troll maker

Peter Simms
.... 
special thanks

Dorothea Smylie
.... 
wardrobe mistress

Bob Stilwell
.... 
focus puller

John Styles
.... 
puppet show

Adam Unger
.... 
second assistant editor

Yvette Warnock
.... 
special thanks

Dorothy Williams
.... 
costumer

Tony Williams
.... 
wardrobe assistant

Tug Wilson
.... 
electrician

Joan Woodgate
.... 
supplier: "Benson the dog"

Jimmy Worley
.... 
electrician

Michael Yell
.... 
assistant accountant
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